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     In our daily lives we keep track of our activities and special events with a calendar. 

The church throughout the centuries has also “kept track” of days and seasons and 

commemorating special occasions with a calendar. The Christian church has 

continued to follow the example set in the Old Testament of structuring the year 

around the marvelous acts of salvation that God completed for us in his Son, Christ. 

We call this structure the Church Year. 

     The seasons of the church year are marked by certain liturgical colors. The 

paraments, pastors' vestments, and banners are more than an attempt to decorate the 

sanctuary. Interior design and decoration are important, but our liturgical colors do 

more than merely make the surroundings “pretty.” Each color is used to communicate 

a powerful message.  

     The altar and pulpit paraments and the two banners on the sides of the altar 

recently changed from Green, used during the Epiphany season, to Black for Ash 

Wednesday, and then Purple for the Lenten season. Green is by far the most common 

color seen during the year. Green is used during the seasons of Epiphany and 

Pentecost. Epiphany's message of Christ's revelation to the Gentiles along with the 

season's emphasis on extending Christ's kingdom through missions, calls for the use 

of green - the color symbolic of growth. 

     Black is seen very seldom during the year. The calendar calls for its use only twice; 

on Good Friday and Ash Wednesday. There's no mistaking the message that this 

sober color gives. Black is the absence of light. Good Friday and Ash Wednesday call 

for sober reflection on the cost of our redemption. Without Christ's sacrifice on the day 

the sky turned dark and hid the light of the sun, there would be no bright Light of Christ 

to live in, nor new life in Christ to enjoy. 

     Purple, like black, is a penitential color, in contrast to a festive one. The forty days 

of Lent, including the six Sundays that fall during this season, use this deep, rich color 

which has come to represent somberness and solemnity, penitence, and prayer. 

Purple was a very cherished and expensive color in the world Jesus lived. The dye 

used to make the color was painstakingly acquired by massaging the neck of a 



 

Mediterranean shell fish that secreted a special fluid. It was therefore afforded only by 

the rich and worn most exclusively by the royalty. 

     Jesus, the king of the Jews, wore a purple robe only once. As the soldiers mocked 

and tormented him, the Scriptures record they placed on him a “purple garment” in 

order to ridicule him and belittle the claim that he was a monarch. Therefore, purple is 

used during this penitential season of Lent as a vivid reminder of the contempt and 

scorn he endured, and the subsequent sacrifice he made for our eternal salvation. 

Ecclesiastical purple should remind all Christians of their daily need to humbly give 

attention to leading a life of repentance. 

     White is the color of purity and completeness. We will use white, starting on Easter 

Sunday, for the fifty days of the Easter season. This color assists in sharing the 

message that “though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be white as snow.” Christ's 

triumph from the grave on Resurrection day is the cause for our rejoicing. His purity 

before his Father becomes our purity. White reinforces that message of joy. 

     May the colors of the liturgical calendar be a blessing to you as you meditate on the 

redemptive action of God through his Son during the Lenten season. 

Pastor David Linkugel  

  

 

Stewardship Corner  

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and 

where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 

where moth and rust do no destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For 

where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matthew 6:19-21). 

Through the working of the Holy Spirit, Christians understand that riches do not 

consist of money. In fact, riches have nothing to do with money. We can have very 

little money and be very rich or be very wealthy and be impoverished. True riches 

have to do with a right relationship with Jesus, who brings us happiness, satisfaction, 

joy, love, and peace. Material possessions do not constitute real riches. 

In order for us to store up treasures in heaven, we first need to love God with all of 

our heart, soul, and strength and love our neighbors as ourselves. To store up 

treasures in heaven, we need to loosen our grip on things of this world. We need to 

learn to be content with what we have rather than always wanting more worldly 

things. 

Through faith, we are rich. As Christians, we receive the riches of eternal life with our 

Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Youth Group Dates 

  

 March 5 - Middle School Youth Group - 6:00-7:30 pm 

 March 12 - High School Youth Group - 6:00-8:00 pm 

 March 19 - Middle School Youth Group - 6:00-7:30 pm 

 March 26 - High School Youth Group - 6:00-8:00 pm 

 

 

Who is our neighbor, now? 

 

An expert of the law once asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?" (Luke 

10:29).  From that question, we get the familiar parable of the Good Samaritan.  We 

know that we are to recognize everyone as our neighbor and treat them like the 

Samaritan who found the bloody man on the side of the road.  So that seems like that 

should be end of the question, "Who is our neighbor, now?" 

 

As our church leadership and boards continued their discussion in January about who 

we are as a church and why we're here, we needed to ask this question and get 

specific.  Yes, all people around the world are our neighbors. But the essence of the 

question that we wanted to ask was, "Who has God placed in our immediate vicinity to 

serve?"  How would you answer that question?  Here's how the boards responded: 

 Internally - our neighbors are everyone from the babies to the baby boomers 

 Immediate area - our neighbors include Lord's Lambs, COPE, Concordia 

Lutheran Schools of Omaha 

 Our shut-ins 

 Children 



 

This leads to the next question that our boards are still working on.  What does God 

call us to do, now?  Now that we've identified our neighbors, how is God calling us to 

serve them.  Consider that question this month. 

  

Email Pastor Caleb your thoughts on what that looks like.  Maybe you have a passion for 

one of those neighbors listed above.  How can you individually and how can Lord of 

Life collectively, serve that neighbor?  

 

 

 

 

Amazing Grace 

Lent Midweek Worship 

  In honor of the 250th anniversary of 

the writing of Amazing Grace, our Lent 

midweek worship series ties the words 

of the beloved song to our lives today 

as Christ’s disciples. Those in the Bible 

who experienced the amazing grace of 

God help us each week to realize that 

though we once were lost in sin, we 

now have been found by Jesus, and 

though we once were blind to God’s 

mercy, we now can see His love at 

work in us through our Savior’s death 

and resurrection. 

 

March 1 • Isaiah (Isaiah 6:7): We see God’s amazing grace at work in the life of 
the prophet Isaiah, who proclaimed to God’s people the salvation that was to come 
through the Suffering Servant. 

March 8 • The Prodigal Son (Luke 15:32): We hear of the great love of a father 
who lavished amazing grace upon the Prodigal Son, a picture of our Heavenly 
Father’s lavish compassion toward us. 

March 15 • The Blind Man (John 9:24): We witness Jesus bringing sight to a man 
born blind, giving the man the added spiritual vision to see the amazing grace of 
God found in Jesus, who heals us all. 

mailto:pastorcaleb@lordoflifeelkhorn.org?subject=What%20does%20God%20call%20us%20to%20do%2C%20now%3F


 

March 22 • The Woman at the Well (John 4:13-14): We listen to Jesus teach a 
woman at the well of his amazing grace poured out for us abundantly, which 
satisfies our thirsting souls for all eternity. 

March 29 • Paul (1 Timothy 1:15): We marvel at the story of amazing grace in the 
life of Paul, who turned from persecutor of Christ to proclaimer of our Lord through 
the mighty power of the Holy Spirit. 

April 2 Palm Sunday • Peter (John 21:15): On this Palm and Passion Sunday, we 
ponder the amazing grace that came to Peter, who denied Jesus yet was fully 
forgiven by him, just as we are, and called into service for him. 

April 6 Maundy Thursday • John (1 Corinthians 11:25): John experienced 
amazing grace in the Lord’s Supper, humbly receiving the body and blood of Jesus 
in the bread and wine. We experience that amazing grace each time we partake in 
Holy Communion. 

Good Friday • The Penitent Thief (Luke 23:43): The penitent thief received 
amazing grace when Jesus promised him on Good Friday that he would be with 
the Lord in paradise that very day. That promise of paradise extends to us through 
the cross. 

Easter Sunday • Mary Magdalene (John 20:18): Mary Magdalene witnessed 
amazing grace outside the empty tomb when she encountered Jesus risen from 
the dead. We await the free gift of new life to come because of His resurrection for 
us. 

 

 

 

Music and Media News 

 

 

 

Media Tech Team 

Members Needed 

   Sound and video techs for 9:30 

and 10:45 am, and streaming subs 

are all needed. Open to ages 10 and 

up! Please talk to Julie or any media 

tech to learn more.  

Free Training Provided! 

 

 



 

 

 

Organ Replacement Fund 

  Music at Lord of Life brings joy to worship. With our many instruments and musicians, 

we enjoy bringing God's words to musical life. Sadly, the organ that serves both the 

8:00 am and 9:30 am services, is starting to show its age and is losing sounds. It was 

purchased in 2000. To date, the organ has lost 3 of the sounds, also known as stops. 

An organ committee was formed in 2021 to begin looking at replacement options as 

we plan for the new sanctuary in the future. An organ fund was established, which has 

a current balance of $668. 

  We are asking the congregation to prayerfully consider giving to the organ fund, as 

we may need to consider replacing the organ sooner than when we build a new 

sanctuary.  

Organist - Collin Warren 

 

 

 

 



 

  This month brought a few more new faces to Lord's Lambs! We welcomed 

Ms. Jordyn to our Cheetah classroom, and the boys have been having a great 

time with her! Also, Ms. Bekah had so much fun during winter break that she 

decided she wants to come back a couple of times a week to play! We are so 

thankful that our prayers have been answered with finding the right staff! 

   We are enjoying our Dr. Seuss Week, including making silly socks, eating 

green eggs and ham, and getting to wear jammies! We’ll be learning all about 

nutrition, farms, St. Patrick’s Day, and spring this month! We’re hoping that 

we’ll see more signs of spring as we get closer to celebrating Easter! 

  We are also participating in the 40 Days...40 Items Collection for COPE 

during Lent. If you need an extra calendar, let me know. The collection bin is 

ready to receive your donations at any time! 

  Parents: While we wait for the warmer weather to hit us, we want to take a 

moment to ask everyone to please bring weather appropriate jackets and 

footwear, as well as gloves and hats. We want to make sure we are all dressed 

comfortably enough to enjoy a little bit of outside time every day. A change of 

shoes that you don’t mind getting a little dirty isn’t a bad idea either! We get 

messy outside sometimes! 

  As a reminder: We will be closed on Good Friday; April 7th, as well as the 

Monday after Easter; April 10th.  

   And finally, I am so thankful to be called to serve as your Director. It is an 

answer to my prayers, and I'm excited to see where God is leading our center 

and our staff. Thank you for your continuing prayers for me, the staff, and all 

our families! 

 

Liz Croson, Director  

 



 

 

 

 

Sunday Worship 

 

Information about Worship Times and Online Worship Registration can be found on 

our website's homepage, LordofLifeElkhorn.org. Recordings are viewable at your 

convenience both on the website > Publications > Sermons, and on the Videos pages in 

Facebook and YouTube. 

 

 

 

Bible Studies 
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Men's Bible Study 

 

The Men's Saturday Bible Study meets regularly 

on the 2nd and 4th Saturday of the month at 8:30 am in Room 109. 

  

   The group will continue their new study on the Augsburg Confession this month and 

begin a new study in April. They will be meeting on March 11th and March 18th. If you are 

interested in joining this study or have questions, please contact J.R. Ackerman, Jim 

Bradley, or the office. 

 

 

 

Women's Morning Bible Study 

 

The Women's Wednesday Morning Bible Study  

meets every other Wednesday at 9:30 am in Room 109. 

 

The group has started their new Life Way Study of Daniel! They will be meeting on March 

8th and March 22nd. If you have any questions or would like to join in the upcoming study, 

please contact Deb Karle or the office. 

 

 

 

 

Women's Evening 

Bible Study 

 

The Women's Monday Evening Bible 

Study meets on the 2nd and 4th Monday 

of the month at 7pm in Room 112.  

They are continuing their study, 

'Seamless' by Angie Smith. 

Questions? Contact Janet Macklem, 

Monique Rasmussen, or the office. 

 



 

 

Board of Fellowship 

 

 

Lenten Meals 

Wednesdays | 5:30 - 6:30 pm 

Please bring a dessert to share 

 

 

 

 

 

Board for Human Care 

 



 

 

We encourage you to participate in our Collection Drive for COPE during these 40 

days of Lent. You may pick up a calendar from the table in the Commons or click here 

to view. You may return your donations anytime before Easter. Thank you!  

 

 

 

Easter Egg Hunt 
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Our Seminarian  

Drew Oswald 

  

The Oswald family has been "getting back 

into a rhythm." Arleigh continues to love 

school, Sutton is having a blast as a 'turtle,' 

and Bayer is the busiest little man. Other 

highlights include seminary youth soccer 

league, new friends on campus, lots of time 

at the park, and recent visits from both sets 

of grandparents. To find out the details and 

see how God's moving in their lives, Click 

Here to view their Fall newsletter. 

 

 

 

Evangelism & Missions 

 

 

 

 

Garuna Ministries in Cambodia 

 

 

Through the combined effort of 9 Omaha area Lutheran churches, including Lord of Life, 

and Concordia Academy and Concordia Jr./Sr. High School, a new Garuna Christian 

School is under construction in Prey Veng, Cambodia. Garuna means grace, mercy, and 

compassion in the Thai and Khmer languages. Take a look at the construction pictures and 

update. Click Here!  
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Tiews Family in Germany 

  

The Rev. Dr. Christian and Gudula (Lula) 

Tiews serve the Lord as career 

missionaries through the LCMS. Their 

youngest of six, Lillian, still travels with 

them in their ministry. Please pray for the 

Tiews family as they engage in mission and 

ministry work in Germany. 

 

For more more information about the Tiews 

family, visit their website at 

tiewsfamily.org or follow their Instagram. 

For their most recent articles including 

“Dear friends and supporters," Click Here. 
 

 

 

 

 

Nelson Family in Indonesia 

 

Reverend Paul and Gena Nelson serve on 

behalf of the LCMS in Indonesia, based in 

Medan. They are accompanied by their 

three children: Caedmon, Alec, and 

Mike. Paul works closely with the 

Indonesian Christian Lutheran Church and 

helps train and mentor local pastors and 

lay leaders. Please pray for the family as 

they continue their ministry.  

 

Click Here to view the most recent Nelson 

family news. 
 

 

The Marin Family & Forde Christian Academy in Haiti 
  

Josias Marin, along with our former preschool teacher, Angela Marin, serve the the people 

of Thomassique, Haiti, and Forde Christian Academy with Angela's father-in-law. During 

a recent trip back to the United States, the Marin family was able to visit family and give 

us an update on the difficult situation facing Haiti and Forde Christian Academy, but also 

share the progress in their ministry as well. The school now hosts 500 students, but there 

are still many needs that need to be met and protection for the students and their families. 

Some of the students are waiting for the opportunity to continue their schooling in America 

while growing their faith. Please continue to keep them all in your prayers.  
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 To view the Marin Family's 2023 Update Click Here. 

 

 

 

Concordia of Omaha Schools News! 
 

 

 

The 17th Annual Concordia Gala is here! 

This Friday, March 3 at Concordia Jr/Sr High 

Fewer than 20 tickets remain unsold 

Join fellow supporters for a fun filled evening of celebration.  

Find details and purchase tickets at: #BuiltToGrow 

https://concordiaomaha.ticket.qtego.net/tickets/list 
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Concordia Presents 

"Hello Dolly!"  

 

Concordia High School will present 

the musical “Hello Dolly” at Marian High 

School Auditorium (7400 Military Ave). 

The first nights will be at 7:00 pm on 

Friday, March 10 and Saturday, 

March 11. Then Sunday, March 12 will 

begin at 2:00 pm. Tickets start at just 

$10. Click on the image (left) to 

purchase tickets online! 

 

 

https://lordoflifeelkhorn.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b8a1e878a2deefd1fc20948a5&id=4d9152a112&e=0c386af250


 

 

 

 

 

 

This directory of professionals, service providers, and business owners within our 

church and child care can be found on the church website. Our hope is to provide 

a trustworthy source when you're looking for recommendations. 

To include your business or service, please provide an image/logo, name, 

contact info, and a brief description of the goods or services you sell. 

Submissions are  accepted through LordofLifeInfo@gmail.com. Any questions may be 

submitted to Julie or Tarrin in the office. 
  

LordofLifeElkhorn.org > 'Publications' tab 
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    Ministry leaders often appreciate unrestricted gifts to their organizations that allow 

leaders to apply the dollars to the current pressing needs when received. A danger of 

such unrestricted gifts is that they can become generic in our minds, and we don’t 

imagine what the benefit will be some day, robbing God’s intended response of joy 

from giving (“God loves a cheerful giver”). However, predicting future needs can be 

tricky. 

    Three sisters taught Sunday School for all their adult lives. They loved children and 

appreciated the chance to share Jesus with them. Their estate plans all included gifts 

to support the Sunday School. But today, that same congregation is planted in a 

community where only 1.5% of the people are below the age of 18. You can see how 

difficult it would be for the congregation to use substantial gifts for supporting Sunday 

School when there are no children. 

    Gifts can be earmarked for certain ministry projects. Yet it is always a good idea to 

include language that gives ministry ability to redirect dollars if the planned need no 

longer exists in the future. Your LCMS Gift Planning Counselor can help you think 

about the language that makes the most sense for your favorite ministry. Craig Stirtz at 

402-616-0312 or craig.stirtz@lfnd.org.  

 

 

 

 

A huge Thank You to our Thrivent members who 

directed their Thrivent Choice Dollars last quarter. 

Lord of Life was blessed with $599 to support our 

ministry work! 

 

mailto:craig.stirtz@lfnd.org


 

 

 

 

Ways to Support Lord of Life and Lord's Lambs 

** at no extra expense to you ** 

  

 TAGG - Go to TAGG.Today to enter your receipts and earn funds for our 

ministries.  

 RaiseRight (1.7%-50% rebate on purchased gift cards)  If you're needing 

a quick gift card to download for yourself or send as a gift, please 

consider helping our ministries and using Raise Right! 

 Direct Your Labels (Family Fare UPC codes) 

 Thrivent Choice Dollars (for Thrivent Financial members) 

Click Here for Directions and Details 

*If you have questions on any program, please visit our website or contact Julie Koenemann.* 
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