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You Are the Salt of the Earth 

  
  In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus told His disciples, “You are the salt of the earth. But if the 

salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except 

to be thrown out and trampled by men” (Matthew 5:13). 

   There were two purposes for salt in the first century — preserving food and enhancing flavor. 

As Jesus’ disciples, we are called to be “preservatives” in the world, slowing down the 

advancement of moral and spiritual decay. 

   Because of our godly characteristics, we prevent the world from being corrupted and 

destroyed. We are like the ten righteous who were missing from Sodom and could have held 

back its destruction. 

   If an item loses its primary function, there is no sense in keeping it around. In the same way, if 

we disciples lose the properties that make us capable of holding back the world’s decay, then we 

will be caught up in it. If we fail to bear the proper characteristics as disciples, destruction will 

come. 

   What are those characteristics? Jesus’ disciples are poor in spirit. They are mourners. They 

are meek. They hunger and thirst for righteousness. They are merciful. They are pure in heart. 

They are peacemakers. 

   As we witness the moral decline of society, it’s easy to point fingers at others. However, Jesus 

taught us that the responsibility is ours. By living out His teachings of love and kindness, we 

generate the light of the kingdom as a beacon to others. Be salty! 

  

Pastor David Linkugel 

 

Stewardship Corner 

February is the month devoted to love. Stewardship is serving, helping, and giving, but love is the basis 

for stewardship. Without love, our good deeds are empty and without merit. The first act of true 

stewardship is to “love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

strength” (Deuteronomy 6:5). Jesus called this the most important commandment (Mark 12:29, 30). With 

that love for the Lord in us, we are enabled to be good stewards. Then we can do acts of good 

stewardship, acts of true devotion. We are enabled to: 

•    “Give generously ... and do so without a grudging heart” (Deuteronomy 15:10). 

•    “Share with God’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality” (Romans 12:13). 

 



 

  

 

Youth Group Dates 

  

 February 5 - Middle School Youth Group - 6:00-7:30 pm 

 February 12 - No Youth Group - Super Bowl Sunday 

 February 19 - Combined Youth Nerf War @ Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in 

Fremont (see below for more details) 6:00-8:45 pm 

 February 26 - High School Youth Group - 6:00-8:00 pm 

 

 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Fremont has extended an invitation for our youth to join 

them in a Nerf War in their gym on Sunday, February 19th, from 6:30-8:30 pm.  This is for 

both our middle and high school youth.  We'll meet at Lord of Life at 6:00 pm to leave 

together for Fremont and return about 8:45 pm.  Parents, please check your email (January 



 

30th) for a more specific message about this event and how you can help!  Email Pastor 

Caleb if your youth will be attending and/or you can help drive youth to Fremont. 

 

 

"Who Are We, Now?" 

  

   This past year, our church celebrated it's 40th anniversary.  We had fun looking at the past 

and seeing how God has been faithful to Lord of Life through the years. While looking at the past 

is good, it's important to recognize that our congregation has changed a lot in the last 40 years. 

   On January 7th, our church boards and congregational officers had a leadership retreat in 

order to discuss just that. We began with the question, "Who are we (Lord of Life Lutheran 

Church), now?" That "now" is an important part of the question.  We want to honor and respect 

our past while recognizing that our church does not look the same as it did 40 years ago much 

less 10 years ago. Below is an aggregation of how the officers and board members answered 

this question. 

   "Lord of Life Lutheran Church is an emotionally strong church, rooted in Jesus, with positive 

leadership.  We are very invested in our community now.  We are a welcoming, generous, family 

oriented, compassionate church with a combination of young and old that is somewhat divided 

by worship service. We are a people that are anxious to serve but often overextend the same 

people in leadership/board positions." 

   Does the above sound like Lord of Life to you?  How would you answer the question?  During 

the month of February, consider your answer to the question, "Who are we, now?"  If you want, 

send your answer to Pastor Caleb and he'll add it to what he wrote down from the boards.  We're 

using this (and answers to some other questions) to help guide our pastors, officers, and boards 

in the work that they do now and into the future. 

   Next month, we'll take a look at the question: "Who is our neighbor, now?" and how that plays 

into the work that God gives us to do as a church here in our community and beyond. 

  

Pastor Caleb Kruse 

 

mailto:pastorcaleb@lordoflifeelkhorn.org?subject=Nerf%20War
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Amazing Grace 

Lent Midweek Worship 

 

  Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on February 

22nd. In honor of the 250th anniversary of the 

writing of Amazing Grace, our Lent midweek 

worship series ties the words of the beloved 

song to our lives today as Christ’s disciples. 

Those in the Bible who experienced the 

amazing grace of God help us each week to 

realize that though we once were lost in sin, we 

now have been found by Jesus, and though we 

once were blind to God’s mercy, we now can 

see His love at work in us through our Savior’s 

death and resurrection. 

 

February 22 Ash Wednesday • David (Psalm 51:1): We find comfort that King David confessed his 

sins to God and received amazing grace in God’s forgiveness and a connection to Jesus, the Savior. 

March 1 • Isaiah (Isaiah 6:7): We see God’s amazing grace at work in the life of the prophet Isaiah, 

who proclaimed to God’s people the salvation that was to come through the Suffering Servant. 

March 8 • The Prodigal Son (Luke 15:32): We hear of the great love of a father who lavished 

amazing grace upon the Prodigal Son, a picture of our Heavenly Father’s lavish compassion toward 

us. 

March 15 • The Blind Man (John 9:24): We witness Jesus bringing sight to a man born blind, giving 

the man the added spiritual vision to see the amazing grace of God found in Jesus, who heals us all. 

March 22 • The Woman at the Well (John 4:13-14): We listen to Jesus teach a woman at the well of 

his amazing grace poured out for us abundantly, which satisfies our thirsting souls for all eternity. 

March 29 • Paul (1 Timothy 1:15): We marvel at the story of amazing grace in the life of Paul, who 

turned from persecutor of Christ to proclaimer of our Lord through the mighty power of the Holy 

Spirit. 

April 2 Palm Sunday • Peter (John 21:15): On this Palm and Passion Sunday, we ponder the 

amazing grace that came to Peter, who denied Jesus yet was fully forgiven by him, just as we are, 

and called into service for him. 

April 6 Maundy Thursday • John (1 Corinthians 11:25): John experienced amazing grace in the 

Lord’s Supper, humbly receiving the body and blood of Jesus in the bread and wine. We experience 

that amazing grace each time we partake in Holy Communion. 



 

Good Friday • The Penitent Thief (Luke 23:43): The penitent thief received amazing grace when 

Jesus promised him on Good Friday that he would be with the Lord in paradise that very day. That 

promise of paradise extends to us through the cross. 

Easter Sunday • Mary Magdalene (John 20:18): Mary Magdalene witnessed amazing grace outside 

the empty tomb when she encountered Jesus risen from the dead. We await the free gift of new life 

to come because of His resurrection for us. 

 

 

Music and Media News 

 

 

 

 

Handbell Choir News 

  

  Our handbell choir will be forming for the Lent and Easter season! Our Christmas choir was cut 

short by weather, but we don't anticipate that happening this spring. Once we have our ringers in 

place, we'll determine dates we will be ringing. Hopefully, these can include a Lenten worship, 

and Palm Sunday (Apr 2) and/or Easter Sunday (Apr 9). 

  Rehearsals are Sundays from Noon-1:00 pm: February 26, March 12, March 19, March 

26. 

  If you are interesting in joining this group, we welcome you! We have at least two more spots to 

fill. Please contact Julie by February 19th so I can get our music prepared.  

 

mailto:Juliekmusic@lordoflifeelkhorn.org?subject=Handbell%20Choir


 

 

Media Tech Team Openings 

  

   We are looking for additional volunteers to learn our streaming, sound, and video tech 

positions. The more names we can add to our roster, the less each person is needed to 

serve. 

   If you're 10, or decades of 10, you qualify!  Please talk to Julie or any media tech to 

learn more. Free Training Provided! 

 

  



  

The month of January has been very exciting! We've added Ms. Sam and Ms. Rebecca to 

our infant team! We are also welcoming back Ms. Bailey! We've been working very hard to 

find the best teachers for our kids and are very excited for our new additions! With our 

new staff we are also getting ready to re-open our Eagle room!  

  

Our kids have been loving our new gym equipment. We are going to be on the lookout for 

outdoor playground equipment soon as well! 

 

We loved celebrating Lutheran Schools Week, with our special dress days (mismatched 

shoes/socks, crazy hair, superheroes, dress like a teacher, and backwards days) and a day 

to appreciate our teachers. I think our favorite day was Superheroes. Ms. Megan and Ms. 

Emily made Superhero capes for the Butterfly classroom. So cute! Ms. Julie led our Jesus 

Time that morning, and it filled our hearts with joy when she asked the kids "Who is the 

greatest Superhero of all time?" and without a pause, the kids responded, "Jesus!" 

 

We have some fun themes this month, including Pets, Love/Friendship and Dr. Seuss! More 

information to follow for our Dr. Seuss week (my favorite)!  

  

This month we also have our first Parent Council meeting! This will be Tuesday, February 

7th.  



 

 

As a reminder, we will be closed on President's Day, Monday, February 20th for a training 

day for our staff.  

 

Thank you for your continuing prayers and support, 

Ms. Liz 

  

 

 

Sunday Worship 

 

Information about Worship Times and Online Worship Registration can be found on our website's 

homepage, LordofLifeElkhorn.org. Recordings are viewable at your convenience both on the website > 

Publications > Sermons, and on the Videos pages in Facebook and YouTube. 

 

http://www.lordoflifeelkhorn.org/


  

 

 

Bible Studies 

 

 

 

Men's Bible Study 

 

The Men's Saturday Bible Study meets regularly on the 

2nd and 4th Saturday of the month at 8:30 am in Room 

109. 

  

   The group continues their new study on the Augsburg 

Confession, along with the Book of Concord for the next 

2 weeks. 

    The hope is to start a new study on a book of the Bible 

before the end of the month, so make sure to be on the 

lookout for those updates in the e-News. 

 

If you are interested in joining this study or have questions, 

please contact J.R. Ackerman, Jim Bradley, or the office. 
 



 

 

Women's Morning Bible Study 

-Beginning New Study- 

 

The Women's Wednesday Morning Bible Study 

meets every other Wednesday at 9:30 am in Room 109. 

 

  The group is wrapping up their study of He Chose the Nails by Max Lucado, with plans to begin a new study 

at the end of February. The plan is to dive into Living Way Bible Study's book of Daniel, using other sources 

and material along the way. 

 

If you have any questions or would like to join in the upcoming study, please contact Deb Karle or the office. 

 

 

 

 

Women's Evening Bible 
Study 

 

The Women's Monday Evening Bible Study meets on the 

2nd and 4th Monday of the month at 7:00 pm in Room 112. 

They are continuing the study, 

'Seamless' by Angie Smith. 

 

Questions? Contact Janet Macklem,  

Monique Rasmussen, or the office. 
 

 

 

Board of Fellowship 

 

Lenten Meals begin February 22nd! They will continue 

Wednesdays from 5:30 - 6:30pm.  

 

Please bring a desert to share! 



  

 

 

 

Our Seminarian 
Drew Oswald 

  

The Oswald family has been "getting back into a 

rhythm." Arleigh continues to love school, Sutton is 

having a blast as a 'turtle,' and Bayer is the busiest 

little man. Other highlights include seminary youth 

soccer league, new friends on campus, lots of time 

at the park, and recent visits from both sets of 

grandparents. To find out the details and see how 

God's moving in their lives, Click Here to view their 

Fall newsletter. 
 

 

https://mcusercontent.com/b8a1e878a2deefd1fc20948a5/files/5e5f3dfc-061e-d976-9577-e7fbe6e80355/Oswald_Update_Summer2022.pdf


 

Evangelism & Missions 

  

 

Garuna Ministries in Cambodia 

 

Through the combined effort of 9 Omaha area Lutheran churches, including Lord of Life, and Concordia 

Academy and Concordia Jr./Sr. High School, a new Garuna Christian School is under construction in Prey 

Veng, Cambodia. Garuna means grace, mercy, and compassion in the Thai and Khmer languages. Take a 

look at the construction pictures and update. Click Here! 

 

 

 

Tiews Family in Germany 

  

The Rev. Dr. Christian and Gudula (Lula) Tiews serve the Lord as 
career missionaries through the LCMS. Their youngest of six, 
Lillian, still travels with them in their ministry. Please pray for the 
Tiews family as they engage in mission and ministry work in 
Germany. 
 
For more information about the Tiews family, visit their website 
at tiewsfamily.org or follow their Instagram. For their most recent 
articles including “It's 2023 - Expect Miracles!," Click Here. 

 

 

 

 

 

Nelson Family in Indonesia 

 
Reverend Paul and Gena Nelson serve on behalf of the 
LCMS in Indonesia, based in Medan. They are 
accompanied by their three children: Caedmon, Alec, and 
Mike. Paul works closely with the Indonesian Christian 
Lutheran Church and helps train and mentor local pastors and 
lay leaders. Please pray for the family as they continue their 
ministry.  
 
Click Here to view the most recent Nelson family news. 

 

 

https://mcusercontent.com/b8a1e878a2deefd1fc20948a5/files/2839f1e3-e405-b18c-a48e-0eac411e434d/Newsletter_5_January_26_2023.pdf
https://tiewsfamily.org/
https://www.instagram.com/everydaymiraclesgermany/
https://mcusercontent.com/b8a1e878a2deefd1fc20948a5/files/8e5533aa-70cc-d8ad-a39e-bf3e401a8b5a/News_from_the_Tiews_Family_1.2023.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/b8a1e878a2deefd1fc20948a5/files/016e9501-962c-0b0e-c7f2-fd34fbb65b7f/Nelson_Family_Update_December_2022_Resized_.pdf


 

The Marin Family & Forde Christian Academy in Haiti 
  

Josias Marin, along with our former preschool teacher, Angela Marin, serve the the people of Thomassique, 

Haiti, and Forde Christian Academy with Angela's father-in-law. During a recent trip back to the United States, 

the Marin family was able to visit family and give us an update on the difficult situation facing Haiti and Forde 

Christian Academy, but also share the progress in their ministry as well. The school now hosts 500 students, 

but there are still many needs that need to be met and protection for the students and their families. Some of 

the students are waiting for the opportunity to continue their schooling in America while growing their faith. 

Please continue to keep them all in your prayers.  

  

 To view the Marin Family's 2023 Update Click Here. 

 

 

 

Concordia Schools of Omaha News 

  

https://mcusercontent.com/b8a1e878a2deefd1fc20948a5/files/ee974268-c1b1-acec-1267-3fd03de6d5ee/Marin_Family_January_2023_Update_2.pdf


 

The Academy Open House will also include information on 

Concordia's 'Ignite' Program at 5:00 and 6:00 pm! 

 

For questions or to register, contact the Admissions Director,  

Dawn Cooksey, at 402-990-9444 or cookseyd@concordiaomaha.org. 

 

If you haven't heard, Concordia Academy (K-5th) and Concordia Ignite classes (2nd-5th) 

will move from 1821 N. 90th Street to the Fort Street campus (15656 Fort Street) next fall 

for the 2023-2024 school year. Take a look at the classroom plans, Concordia 

Academy entrance, Jr. Sr. High entrance, and Worship, Fine Arts, and Activities center. 

 

 

 

 

Make your plans NOW for the 17th Annual Concordia Gala! 

Friday, March 3 at Concordia Jr/Sr High 

Join fellow supporters for a fun filled evening of celebration. Individual tickets, 
tables and sponsorships are available. 

Secure your ticket before Feb. 5th 
for a $10 savings per ticket! 

Find details and purchase tickets at: #BuiltToGrow 

https://concordiaomaha.ticket.qtego.net/tickets/list 

 

mailto:cookseyd@concordiaomaha.org?subject=Lord%20of%20Life%20%26%20Concordia%20School
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https://mcusercontent.com/b8a1e878a2deefd1fc20948a5/_compresseds/60c4ea92-8350-476a-f513-7265077941c3.jpg
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/builttogrow?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUMIbnnpxXvGiXLLLwAsRdoaLbM-2Uvhf6fDENdx1msEv05sPLV9yZlqg_NZyb-o3ArN8v1IqHe6ToH7j_jUV3NMjQq-OwMUjvaciccrSJvy4bN5U48W5juMFQeZm6oC3J0iSHxJHzvVmm4H7AXE3SuI6ak4zgCSu03-R54ECKvfXKIpfRN7ITBzv2f9y9vGp0&__tn__=*NK-R
https://concordiaomaha.ticket.qtego.net/tickets/list?fbclid=IwAR2j6G-5pyNrz2Rsoj2-snWrTcthn-JVjKvxsX0SzTskxLgqbo7bis2V5pY


  

 

**Update** 

 

Add your name to our business and services listings! 
 

Our original 'marketplace' format has turned focus to being a directory of professionals, 
service providers, and business owners within our church and child care. Our hope is to 
provide a trustworthy source when you're looking for recommendations. 
 

To include your business or service, please provide an image/logo, name, contact info, 
and a brief description of the goods or services you sell. Submissions are accepted 
through LordofLifeInfo@gmail.com. Any questions may be submitted to Julie or Tarrin in the 
office. 
  

LordofLifeElkhorn.org > 'Publications' tab 

  
 

 

  

 

   Dan was talking with his friend, Gary, about his estate plans. Dan said, “My children are 

always prying, asking about my plans, but I don’t want to tell them. I want to leave it a surprise.” 

   Gary responded, “I am not sure that is a good idea.” 

   Dan snorted, “Why is that?” 

   “This is going to be the biggest gift you have ever given them and by far the biggest gift they 

have ever received. Don’t you want them to be prepared? Beyond that, I know you are leaving a 

gift to our church in your estate. You told me about it. Don’t you want them to join with you in 

your plan, to celebrate what God is doing?” 

   “You seem to know a lot about this. What made you so smart, Gary?” 

   “I’m not smart. Diane and I worked through our plan with the LCMS Gift Planning Counselor 

and he helped us think about these things. I think you should give him a call.  The last thing you 

want to do is ruin your great relationship with your children and grandchildren.” 

  

Your LCMS Gift Planning Counselor can help. Contact Craig Stirtz at 402-616-0312 or craig.stirtz@lfnd.org. 

mailto:LordofLifeInfo@gmail.com
https://www.lordoflifeelkhorn.org/lol-exchange/
mailto:craig.stirtz@lfnd.org


 

 

Ways to Support Lord of Life and Lord's Lambs 

** at no extra expense to you ** 

  

 Amazon Smile (0.5% return on purchases through Smile.Amazon) 

 TAGG - Go to TAGG.Today to enter your receipts and earn funds for our 

ministries. With just 12 'TAGGers' in 2022, we earned $69.70!! Thanks, everyone! 

 RaiseRight (1.7%-50% rebate on purchased gift cards) You can now have your 

cards shipped directly to your home! If you're needing a quick gift card to download 

for yourself or send as a gift, please consider helping our ministries and using Raise 

Right! 

 Direct Your Dollars (Family Fare receipts) 

Click Here for Directions and Details 

*If you have questions on any program, please visit our website or contact Julie Koenemann.* 

 

 

 

No More Smiling 

Program Ends February 20 

In case you didn't hear the sad news, Amazon is shutting down its AmazonSmile program on 

February 20th. While they will still give to charitable organizations, it appears they want the 

designees to be their own decision, in areas where their employees live. As a participant, you 

should have received an email last week. We are SO appreciative of your support for the 

church and child care these past 13 years! These funds have brought many blessings to the 

church and child care, providing for unexpected and nonbudgeted needs. 

 

To read Amazon's press release, click here. 

 

If you would like to join in expressing your feelings about this decision, we encourage 

you to email feedback to amazonsmile-feedback@amazon.com. 
 

 

https://mcusercontent.com/b8a1e878a2deefd1fc20948a5/files/5c3ddbb3-e72b-30b6-1e3e-96ad94983f91/Ways_to_Support_LoL_LLCC_10.2022.pdf
https://www.lordoflifeelkhorn.org/
https://www.aboutamazon.com/news/company-news/amazon-closing-amazonsmile-to-focus-its-philanthropic-giving-to-programs-with-greater-impact
mailto:amazonsmile-feedback@amazon.com?subject=Please%20keep%20the%20AmazonSmile%20program!

