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   The angel was very specific when he told Mary and Joseph to name the baby 

boy, Jesus. Mary and Joseph did not choose the name of the Messiah from a book 

of Israel’s most popular Jewish boy names. There was no choice at all. There was 

only one name for the Messiah. God made sure of it. Angelic messengers told both 

Joseph and Mary, on separate occasions, “You shall call his name Jesus” 

(Matthew 1:21; Luke 1:31). So that’s what they did: “At the end of eight days, when 

he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he 

was conceived in the womb” (Luke 2:21). 

   When the angel tells Joseph what to name the child, he adds an explanation, 

“For he will save his people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21). Jesus received a very 

common Jewish name. Just like we have lots of men today named David, in the 

first century, there were lots of men named Jesus. 

   The Greek name of Jesus is Iēsous, which comes into Latin as Iesus. With 

biblical names, English commonly takes the “I” in Latin and makes it into a “J.” We 

thus go from Iēsous (Greek) to Iesus (Latin) to Jesus (English). While that may be 

interesting, it’s no help in understanding why the angel said, “for he will save his 

people from their sins.” We need the Hebrew to answer that question. 



 

   The Messiah’s name in Greek is formed from its Hebrew counterpart. In the 

earlier books of the Bible, the Hebrew counterpart of “Jesus” would be Yehoshua, 

which we write as “Joshua.” But in later biblical books, such as Haggai and 

Zechariah, that older Hebrew name is shortened to Yeshua. 

   But what does the name mean? The Hebrew name Yehoshua is a combination 

of two different words. The first part is the “theophoric element,” which basically 

means the part of the name connected to God’s name. That would be “Yeho-,” a 

shortened form of the divine name, YHWH or Yahweh. This “Yeho” (Yahweh) is 

found at the beginning of other biblical names, such as Jehoshaphat and 

Jehoahaz. The latter half, “shua,” is from the verb yasha, which means “save, 

deliver, rescue.” Putting these two together, we get Yeho (Yahweh) and Shua 

(saves), that is, “the LORD saves.” 

   Why did the angel add “from their sins”? Why not just say, “Name him Jesus, for 

he will save his people”? Because very commonly in the Bible, the Hebrew and 

Greek verbs which mean “to save” have about the same meaning as when we say, 

“He saved that girl from drowning.” Such “saving” refers to physical rescue from 

threat or danger. 

   So the angel is specific: this child, Yehoshua or Yeshua or Jesus, will save his 

people from their sins. He was not born to save people from the Romans. He was 

not born to save people from all the various ills and sufferings of life. His specific 

mission is salvation from sin. This Savior, Christ the Lord, whose birth in 

Bethlehem we celebrate, is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 

Pastor David Linkugel 

 

  



 

Youth Group Dates 

  

 December 4 - Middle School Youth Group - 6:30-8:00 pm 

 December 11 - High School Youth Group - 6:00-8:30 pm 

  Christmas Shopping for Nebraska Children's Home Society 

 December 18 - Middle School Youth Group - 6:30-8:00 pm 

 December 25 - No Youth Group - Christmas Break 

 

 

Advent Meals 
Dec. 7th - Breakfast for Supper 

Dec. 14th - Summer Cookout (hamburgers and hotdogs) 
Dec. 21st - Spaghetti Dinner 

 

 

 

News from your Director of Music and Media 



  



 

 

Christmas Program Practices 

 

Wed, Dec 7 & 14 | 5:59 - 6:45 pm | Church 

Sundays, Dec 4 & 11 | 9:20 am | Room 112 

Saturday, December 17, 9:03 am | Church 

Sunday, Dec 18 | 10:20 am | Room 112 

 

Each family is asked to provide cookies for the 

reception following our program. 

 

Youth assistants are welcomed to assist at 

practices and during the program. 

 

 

  

  It's been an eventful month at Lord's Lambs! The children greatly enjoyed 

hayrack rides early in the month on a chilly morning, and celebrated with 

parents and grandparents with an indoor Picnic on Nov. 16th. God is so good to 

us! 

  After a short time with the new director, the Board determined it best to 

move in a new direction with leadership. Liz Croson, our Pre-K teacher, has 

been named Interim Director, with Megan Crain as Assistant Director. Our 

former director, Jewel McKercher, has been asked serve as mentor to share 

her knowledge and experience. We said goodbye to 3 staff due to relocation 

and job change, and God has already provided replacements. We continue 

looking for another fulltime teacher and a part time float. Please spread the 

word! 



 

  December is our most exciting month, doing Christmas art and singing about 

Jesus. We're now getting ready for our Christmas program! "Happy Birthday, 

Jesus!" will be presented on Friday, December 16th at 4:30 pm in the church. 

And afterwards, we will have a birthday party for Jesus! We invite everyone 

to join us as we re-enact the first Christmas story! 

  

 

 

Advent Midweek Worship 



  

Seeing the Fuller Picture 

  

    We know that what we see in photos doesn’t always tell the whole story. Things 

aren’t always as they appear in the snapshot. Photoshop cleans up the messes 

and blemishes and imperfections. Cropping hides the messes we don’t want seen. 

A shot can be staged in a way that might not depict the reality of the situation. A 

photo taken at a particular moment can capture a memorable, though fleeting 

image.  

    Our “pictures” of the Christmas story are no different. We see certain images of 

particular moments set in particular ways. It’s not that these images are lies, but 

they don’t always tell the whole story. When it comes to the events surrounding the 

birth of Jesus, there was more than meets the eye. This Advent season, we are 

going to take a closer look, going “behind the scenes” of the images we see in 

Christmas hymns and programs. We take this look at the bigger picture not to ruin 

Christmas or beloved songs, but to help us better appreciate just what this child 

means. Seeing the Fuller Picture, we can see more clearly who this child in the 

manger is, and what he came to earth to do. 



 

 

November 30 - Timing 

December 7 - Staging 

December 14 - Framing 

Decembe4 21 - Filters 

 

 

Christmas Eve Worship 

  

 

 

Sunday Worship 

 

Information about Worship Times and Online Worship Registration can be found on our 

website's homepage, LordofLifeElkhorn.org. Recordings are viewable at your convenience 

both on the website > Publications > Sermons, and on the Videos pages in Facebook and 

YouTube. 

 

http://www.lordoflifeelkhorn.org/


 

 

The 40th Anniversary Stained 

Glass Fund continues. Pull a 

piece of the 'glass' with your 

desired gift amount from the 

hallway display to take with you as 

a reminder to give your special 

anniversary gift. 

 

 

 

Bible Studies 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

  The Monday Evening Women's Bible 

Study will finish their current study 

December 12th, and then begin their new 

study on January 9th from 7-8:30pm 

(Room 112). The new study will 

be Seamless: Understanding the Bible 

as One Complete Story by Angie 

Smith (books are $20 each).  

   If you would like to join this group study, 

please contact Janet Macklem, Monique 

Rasmussen, or the office. Books will be 

ordered through the church the last week 

of December, so please confirm your 

attendance by Monday, December 26th. 

To view a video clip and learn a little more 

about the study, click the image (right). 
 

 

 

Board of Stewardship's 
 Faith in Action  

 

Following Veterans Day on November 11th, the Board wants to make sure and show 

honor where it is due. For those, who are actively serving and to veterans, who both 

put their life on the line for their country and for the God we love, we thank 

you! Those who gave their lives in serving, we thank you for giving the ultimate 

sacrifice as well. May God bless you and your families. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6DWQj42Wzss


  

 

 

Stewardship Corner 

Again we come to the time of year when we mark the great miracle of Christ becoming 

one of us. The Apostle John wrote, “The Word became flesh and made His dwelling 

among us” (John 1:14). Jesus came to Earth; He bore humiliation and ridicule; He died 

that we might live; He was raised that we, too, might rise again and live forever with 

Him. “From the fullness of His grace we have all received one blessing after 

another” (John 1:16). How can we thank Him but to give ourselves and our lives in 

service to Him! 

 

 



 

 

Our Seminarian 
Drew Oswald 

  

The Oswald family has been "getting back 

into a rhythm." Arleigh continues to love 

school, Sutton is having a blast as a 'turtle,' 

and Bayer is the busiest little man. Other 

highlights include seminary youth soccer 

league, new friends on campus, lots of time 

at the park, and recent visits from both sets 

of grandparents. To find out the details and 

see how God's moving in their lives, Click 

Here to view their Fall newsletter. 
 

 

 

Evangelism & Missions 

  

 

Garuna Ministries in Cambodia 

 

Garuna Ministries again thanks you for your partnership! Through this combined effort of 9 

churches, including Lord of Life, and Concordia Academy & Concordia Jr./Sr. High School, 

they are able to continue witnessing to the people of  Cambodia. It's beautiful to see how this 

example of unity! We have recently received an update on the families and the impact on the 

community. To view their October newsletter, Click Here! 

 

https://mcusercontent.com/b8a1e878a2deefd1fc20948a5/files/5e5f3dfc-061e-d976-9577-e7fbe6e80355/Oswald_Update_Summer2022.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/b8a1e878a2deefd1fc20948a5/files/5e5f3dfc-061e-d976-9577-e7fbe6e80355/Oswald_Update_Summer2022.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/b8a1e878a2deefd1fc20948a5/files/bbdcea5f-d53f-e5e3-fdfe-dab92acdf3d7/Garuna_Ministries_Newsletter_2_October_24_2022.pdf


 

 

Tiews Family in Germany 

  

The Rev. Dr. Christian and Gudula (Lula) 
Tiews serve the Lord as career 
missionaries through the LCMS. Their 
youngest of six, Lillian, still travels with 
them in their ministry. Please pray for the 
Tiews family as they engage in mission and 
ministry work in Germany. 
 
For more more information about the Tiews 
family, visit their website 
at tiewsfamily.org or follow their Instagram. 
For their most recent articles including 
“Praise God From Whom All Blessings 
Flow," Click Here. 

 

 

 

 

 

Nelson Family in Indonesia 

 
Reverend Paul and Gena Nelson serve on 
behalf of the LCMS in Indonesia, based in 
Medan. They are accompanied by their 
three children: Caedmon, Alec, and 
Mike. Paul works closely with the 
Indonesian Christian Lutheran Church and 
helps train and mentor local pastors and 
lay leaders. Please pray for the family as 
they continue their minsitry.  
 
Click Here to view the most recent Nelson 
family news. 

 

 

 

The Marin Family & Forde 
Christian Academy in Haiti 
  
Josias Marin, along with our former 
preschool teacher, Angela Marin, 
continues to support and serve the people 
of  Thomassique, Haiti. The Marin family 
was able to give us an update on the 
difficult situation facing Haiti, but their 
progress in their ministry as well. To view a 

https://tiewsfamily.org/
https://www.instagram.com/everydaymiraclesgermany/
https://mcusercontent.com/b8a1e878a2deefd1fc20948a5/files/be2d3662-17fb-314e-0b29-8da1ff0fc605/News_from_the_Tiews_Family_November_2022_Update.pdf
https://partners-apart.org/


 

recent letter from Angela Click Here. 
  

Please continue to keep them in prayer. 
 

 

  

 

Advent by Candlelight, a for-women-only devotional program and gathering, will be in the 

Fellowship Hall on Tuesday, December 13th at 6:00 pm. This is an opportunity to gather 

for fellowship, food, and worship. Invite your girlfriends! 
 

 

  

https://mcusercontent.com/b8a1e878a2deefd1fc20948a5/_compresseds/6194eb5b-0615-553d-43e9-49665bb710bd.jpg
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508044ba5ad28a6ff2-lwmls


 

 

Advertise within our church and child care families! 
It's Facebook Marketplace -- but just for Lord of Life and Lord's Lambs!  

LordofLifeElkhorn.org | 'Publications' tab 

  
Please provide 1-2 images, your name, and preferred contact info (cell, email). Submissions 
are  accepted through LordofLifeInfo@gmail.com. Any questions may be submitted to Julie or 
Tarrin in the office. 
 

 

  

 

   Sharon was sitting in her pastor’s office with tears streaming down her face. Her 

husband had just been diagnosed with Alzheimer’s and Sharon was at a loss on how 

to handle all the responsibilities of the household that now rested on her shoulders. 

Her pastor asked her if their estate plan was in place. She hesitated and then said, 

“We always said we were going to get that done. But now his mental capacity makes it 

difficult to handle.”  The pastor shared God’s Word with her and they prayed. But both 

realized the challenging road that lay ahead. 

   It is faithful stewardship of God’s resources to be intentional about putting our estate 

plans in place. Parents with young children should have a minor’s trust and appoint a 

guardian in case something should happen. Throughout the years, the estate plans 

need to be updated to accommodate changes in family composition and life 

situations.  When retirement comes along and investments change, it is time for 

another review.  Those pivotal moments of life should act as a catalyst to move us to 

intentional action. 

   Many things can consume our attention. Certainly, the holidays will do so this month 

as we celebrate God’s gift of Jesus to us. Yet a month like this, as we cherish family 

and Church, is a great time to pray to the Lord for resolve to get busy after the first of 

the year to quit putting things off. No matter how much we fear talking about what may 

seem to be uncomfortable planning, the gift of faith given to us, linked to eternity, gives 

us the confidence to plan. In faith, we can be joyful about planning the blessings of our 

estate plans to bless the family we love and the ministries we care about. Your LCMS 

Gift Planning Counselor can help. Contact Craig Stirtz at 402-616-0312 

or craig.stirtz@lfnd.org. 

https://www.lordoflifeelkhorn.org/lol-exchange/
mailto:LordofLifeInfo@gmail.com
mailto:craig.stirtz@lfnd.org


 

 

Ways to Support Lord of Life and Lord's Lambs 

** at no extra expense to you ** 

  

 Amazon Smile (0.5% return on purchases through Smile.Amazon) 

 TAGG - Go to TAGG.Today to enter your receipts and earn funds for 

our ministries. Many new local businesses have recently joined. 

 RaiseRight (1.7%-50% rebate on purchased gift cards) You can now 

have your cards shipped directly to your home! If you're needing a 

quick gift card to download for yourself or send as a gift, please 

consider helping our ministries and using Raise Right! 

 Direct Your Dollars (Family Fare receipts) 

Click Here for Directions and Details 

*If you have questions on any program, please visit our website or contact Julie Koenemann.* 

 

 

  

  

  

https://mcusercontent.com/b8a1e878a2deefd1fc20948a5/files/5c3ddbb3-e72b-30b6-1e3e-96ad94983f91/Ways_to_Support_LoL_LLCC_10.2022.pdf
https://www.lordoflifeelkhorn.org/
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