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   We typically spend at least a third of our day working to put food on the table and pay for 

our rents or mortgages, as well as striving for many other material possessions. The book of 

Ecclesiastes emphasizes that life from the human perspective – without the grace of God – 

is empty and futile. Power, prestige, popularity, pleasure, and possessions can’t fill the void. 

The opening and closing statements about life “under the sun” is: “‘Meaningless! 

Meaningless’ says the Teacher. ‘Everything is meaningless!’” (Ecclesiastes 1:2; 12:8). 

   Ecclesiastes presents us with what seems like a rather dismal philosophy on life – a 

person’s work and strivings are entirely meaningless. The author of Ecclesiastes writes 

about how he pursued every passion on earth and found it meaningless. Large palaces, 

orchards, women, pools, and monetary treasures were not enough to bring him satisfaction. 

Yet, despite his bleak portrayal of life, Ecclesiastes nevertheless instructs his readers to 

enjoy life and take full advantage of temporal things. 

We love our cars, food, houses, and toys. Yet, Ecclesiastes snatches them from our hands 

and shows us that their essence is meaningless and that to pursue them for happiness for 

its own sake will lead to aimless wandering and depression. 

   What Ecclesiastes shows us is not that life itself or the pursuit of happiness is meaningless, 

but that the pursuit of pleasure simply for the sake of it is a vanity like chasing the wind. What 

we should strive for is not the fleeting and temporal, but the eternal. We can use this life and 

our toil here as means to bring us to the eternal.  

   Ecclesiastes shows us that the material nature of this world lacks meaning when compared 

to the eternal nature of the World to Come. Meaning is not found in the temporal, but in the 

eternal. We live our lives with an eternal focus. We know this world and all it offers will not 

give us eternal joy. Eternal life and eternal joy is found only through faith in Jesus Christ. 

   In the concluding verses, as if looking through a telescope beyond the sun, Ecclesiastes 

finds the highest good in the “one Shepherd” (Ecclesiastes 12:11), who by God’s grace 

makes it possible that we “may have life, and have it to the full” (John 10:10).  

Pastor David Linkugel 

 



  

 

Youth Group Dates 

  

 November 6 - Middle School Youth Group - 6:30-8:00pm 

 November 12-13 - Nebraska District Middle School Gathering - Kearney, 

NE 

 November 13 - High School Youth Group - 6:30-8:30pm 

 November 20 - Middle School Youth Group - 6:30-8:00pm 

 November 27 - No Youth Group - Thanksgiving Break 

 

 

 

Hard to believe that Advent starts at the end of the month but with that comes Advent Midweek 

meals and worship services.  The youth will once again be sponsoring the Soup and Chili Cook 

Off for our first Advent Meal on Wednesday, Nov. 30th.  Last year's winners were: 

 

Karen and Jerry Ohlmann - Soup Category 

Dave Wilson - Chili Category (uncontested but we're not supposed to remember that) 

 

Make your best crockpot of soup or chili and you might just be taking home a trophy and 

bragging rights at the end of the night!  



 

News from your Director of Music and Media 

 

  



  

 

  Hello! I would like to officially introduce myself My name is Beth Reitano, and I 

am excited to be here as your new director!  A little about myself: I am married 

to my husband Pete and we have 6 kids ranging from ages 24 to 7.  We own a small 

business that does small engine repair, lawn care, and snow removal. I have 15+ 

years as a director/asst. director.  I spent 14 of those years at a center in Blair 

called Little Blossoms. I strive to provide quality childcare to families while 

bringing a loving, Godly, friendly and fun atmosphere as well.  

  This October we had quite a few events happening, including door and pumpkin 

decorating, hayrack rides, trunk or treat, and classroom parties. We are looking 

forward to some more fun events in November as well! 

  I am amazed at the staff that I have been given.  They did a wonderful job 

handling the center for the past few weeks. A big shout out to Megan and the rest 

of the team!  The devotion they show towards the kids and families is definitely 

hard to come by, and I am blessed to have each one of them on my team!!  We are 

still looking for 1-2 more employees to join us. 

  I want to say thank you again for the warm welcome from everyone in the center 

as well as the church administration and families. Please come introduce yourself 

if you haven’t already, I look forward to getting to know everyone. 

   

Lord's Lambs Director, Beth Reitano 

 



  

 

 

These six youth were confirmed in their faith on October 30th. Please pray 

for them to remain strong in their faith as they continue to live for Christ in the 

face of the challenges and pressures of the world. 



 

 

  The Nebraska Thrivent Member Network is sponsoring the Give 

Thanks and Give Back Food Shelf Challenge this month. Our church 

was one of the first 50 to apply for a grant that will doubly benefit COPE! 

The challenge is for the church and child care to collect 500 items from 

Nov 1 to Nov 30. After we arrange in a creative pyramid and submit 

photo proof, not only does COPE receive our collected items, but then 

Thrivent gives them an additional $500 cash! 

  Any essential nonperishable items are acceptable. COPE families are 

especially in need of baby food and formula, pasta, and baking goods. 

 Place your donations on the Christmas tree form in the Church Entry or 

in the Child Care Vestibule.  

  This food drive will be in place of our usual Cans for Christmas 

collection.  



 

 

Our goal is to have a full slate of Officers and Board Members to elect. We do 

have open positions remaining: Secretary (keeps minutes of monthly Board of 

Directors' meetings and quarterly Congregational meetings); plus positions on 

both the Board of Fellowship and Board of Evangelism.   

 We'd love to add your name to the ballot! Contact Jim Bradley at 531.800.7098 or 

talk to him on Sunday!  

  



 

Following the Thanksgiving Eve Service, everyone is welcome to stay and 

quickly use their combined efforts to help decorate the church for the 2022 

Christmas season. The volunteer work can range from lifting (like 

retrieving storage bins) to 'lighter' lifting by hanging the greens, ribbons, and 

ornaments on the trees. 

 

 

 

  Our first nativities display was greatly enjoyed last year, so we're 

doing it again! The Board of Evangelism is sponsoring No Room at the 

Inn on Sunday, Nov 20 from 8:00 am - the end of the Congregational 

Meeting. Then the displays will again be open Wednesday evening from 

6:30-8:30 pm. Plan to stop by to view the many ways Jesus' birth can 

be portrayed. 

  But to hold this event, we need your nativities! Please click on the 

image above to sign up. Details are included on the sign-up page. 

Displays will be set up the morning of Sat., Nov 19th, and then picked 

up after Thanksgiving Eve Worship (23rd). Any and all nativities are 

welcome!  



 

 

The 40th Anniversary Stained 

Glass Fund continues. Pull a 

piece of the 'glass' with your 

desired gift amount from the 

hallway display to take with you as 

a reminder to give your special 

anniversary gift. 

 

 

Sunday Worship 

 

Information about Worship Times and Online Worship Registration can be found on our 

website's homepage, LordofLifeElkhorn.org. Recordings are viewable at your convenience both on 

the website > Publications > Sermons, and on the Videos pages in Facebook and YouTube. 
 

 

Bible Studies 

 

 

 

https://lordoflifeelkhorn.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b8a1e878a2deefd1fc20948a5&id=7bd0e0b9ad&e=66d9fd59c8


  

 

 

 

Special Speaker | November 20 

Gary Thies with Mission Central 

 



  

 

Board of Stewardship's 

 Faith in Action  
 

 

As we come to the end of the year, we would like to thank all the 

people who served on the Boards this year. Thank you all for your 

time, your hard work, and your diligent dedication! 

 

https://lordoflifeelkhorn.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b8a1e878a2deefd1fc20948a5&id=81382c906f&e=66d9fd59c8


  

 

 

Stewardship Corner  

"For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith -- and this is not from yourselves, it is 

the gift of God -- not by works, so that no one can boast" (Ephesians 2:8-9). 

Salvation is a gift of God; we neither deserve it nor can we earn it. God gave it out of love for 

us (John 3:16). Jesus came to be our Savior while we were still sinners (Romans 5:8). 

Because Christ first loved us, we will want to give of our time, talents, and treasures in love 

and thankfulness to Him to help build and strengthen the members of the household of faith 

and to share the message of salvation with the whole world. 

 

 

 

Our Seminarian  

Drew Oswald 

 

So much has happened since Drew 

last shared an update! The kids have 

started school, they've been able to 

enjoy a family vacation, and Drew's 

vicarage has come to an end as 

well. To find out what's been going on 



 

in between, Click Here to view their 

most recent newsletter. 
 

 

Evangelism & Missions 

  

 

 

 
 

The Board of Evangelism invites you to get out and serve! 
  

Saturday, November 12th | 9 am - 12 pm 

Abide Campus (3223 N 45th St Omaha, NE 68104) 
 

Second Saturday Serve now includes a variety of ways to serve by 

designating teams (welcome, traffic, hot meals, and general volunteer 

work, and more!) Click on Abide's logo (above) to view the website, 

listing teams and their duties. 
 

Contact Amanda Worner via text 

(402-658-4442) or email if interested in volunteering. 

 

 

  

Tiews Family in Germany 

  

The Rev. Dr. Christian and Gudula (Lula) Tiews serve the 
Lord as career missionaries through the LCMS. Their 
daughter Lillian, youngest of six, still travels with them in 
their ministry. Please pray for the Tiews family as they 
engage in mission and ministry work in Germany. 
 
For more more information about the Tiews family, visit 
their website at tiewsfamily.org or follow their Instagram. 
For their most recent articles including a “Meet Your 
German or Iranian Neighbor” workshop and newsletter, 
Click Here. 
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Nelson Family in Indonesia 

 
Reverend Paul and Gena Nelson serve on behalf of 
the LCMS in Indonesia, based in Medan. They are 
accompanied by their three children: Alec, Mike, and 
Caedmon. Paul works closely with the Indonesian 
Christian Lutheran Church and helps train and 
mentor local pastors and lay leaders. Please pray for 
the family as they work on developing their language 
skills.  
 
Click Here to view the most recent Nelson family 
news. 

 

 

 

The Marin Family & Forde 
Christian Academy in Haiti 
  
Josias Marin, along with our former preschool 
teacher, Angela Marin, continues to support and 
serve the people of  Thomassique, Haiti. The Marin 
family was able to give us an update on the situation 
facing Haiti, but their progress in their ministry. To 
view their August newsletter, Click Here. 
  

Please continue to keep them in prayer. 
 

 

Garuna Ministries in Cambodia 

 

  

Garuna Ministries again thanks you for your partnership! Through this combined effort of 9 

churches, including Lord of Life, and Concordia Academy & Concordia Jr./Sr. High School, they are 

able to continue witnessing to the people of  Cambodia. It's beautiful to see how this example of 

https://lordoflifeelkhorn.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b8a1e878a2deefd1fc20948a5&id=0034dc6760&e=66d9fd59c8
https://lordoflifeelkhorn.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b8a1e878a2deefd1fc20948a5&id=1d5d0032c2&e=66d9fd59c8


 

unity! We have recently received an update on the families and the impact on the community. To 

view their October newsletter, Click Here!  

 

  

 

 

Advertise within our church and child care families! 
It's Facebook Marketplace -- but just for Lord of Life and Lord's Lambs!  

LordofLifeElkhorn.org | 'Publications' tab 

  
Please provide 1-2 images, your name, and preferred contact info (cell, email). Submissions 
are  accepted through LordofLifeInfo@gmail.com. Any questions may be submitted to Julie or 
Tarrin in the office. 
 

 

  

Walter and Laura married 50 years ago, when they were both 20 years old. They have been 

farmers, raising grain and livestock. It was hard work, but they have really enjoyed this lifestyle. 

They never had any children and have no other family who would like to take over the farm. In their 

best year, they reported $50,000 of income. They lived a very frugal life. But now, age has caught 

up with them and they are worried that they won’t be able to retire or have enough income. 

Recently they talked to their LCMS Gift Planning Counselor.  They had discussion about the value 

of their farm. It is 700 acres, along with buildings and equipment. Based on local cost of farmland, 

the estimated value of their farm is over $4 Million! They learned that they could gift the farm into a 

charitable remainder trust, avoiding the lump sum taxation they would experience if they were to 

sell the farm themselves. That charitable remainder trust would dispense 5% of its value each year 

to them for the rest of their lives. That would be $200,000 per year. The best part for them was that 

when the Lord calls them home someday, there will be a gift to ministry roughly equal to that $4 

Million.  They will divide half of that ministry gift to their home congregation and the other half to 

provide support for the education of future Lutheran school teachers. Humbled, they cried. They 

were overwhelmed that simple people like they are, could create such a gift. 

https://lordoflifeelkhorn.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b8a1e878a2deefd1fc20948a5&id=03119fc9b0&e=66d9fd59c8
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Your LCMS Gift Planning Counselor could show you how easy this. Contact Craig Stirtz at 402-616-

0312 or craig.stirtz@lfnd.org.  

 

 

 

Ways to Support Lord of Life and Lord's Lambs 

** at no extra expense to you ** 

  

 Amazon Smile (0.5% return on purchases through Smile.Amazon) 

 TAGG - Go to TAGG.Today to enter your receipts and earn funds for our 

ministries. Many new local businesses have recently joined. 

 RaiseRight (1.7%-50% rebate on purchased gift cards) You can now have 

your cards shipped directly to your home! If you're needing a quick gift 

card to download for yourself or send as a gift, please consider helping our 

ministries and using Raise Right! 

 Direct Your Dollars (Family Fare receipts) 

Click Here for Directions and Details 

*If you have questions on any program, please visit our website or contact Julie Koenemann.* 
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