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When it comes to progress, there are no shortcuts. If you want to improve in any
area of your life, you have to take one step at a time. If you want to get into shape
physically or lose some weight or both, contrary to the promises made in
commercials and online, there is no such thing as instant success. You have to
daily discipline yourself to eat proper portions of healthy foods and exercise in
order to realize long-term benefits.
To grow in any area, you have to do things over and over again. This is especially
true in your spiritual life, yet people think that by praying once in a while (usually
when they are in trouble), by going to church a few times of year (especially on
Christmas and Easter), and by cracking open a Bible once in a blue moon, God will
give them blessing upon blessing.
God won’t love you any more or any less because you do or don’t do certain
things. His love for you is always the highest love, but you will experience certain
spiritual benefits if you pay attention to spiritual disciplines like reading the Bible
consistently, or talking to God on a regular basis, or helping others in need.
God wants you to grow spiritually, because when you do, your life becomes more
meaningful and more satisfying. Just like you feel when you make the consistent
effort to improve physically, you will feel great about yourself when you make the
effort to improve spiritually.
If you haven’t ridden a bike in years, I wouldn’t advise you to hop on a bike and go
for a 25-mile bike ride. It will be too difficult and you’ll quit – especially when your
muscles are sore the next day. You can set a goal to ride 25 miles and gradually
increase your distance as you strengthen long-neglected muscles. I also don’t
advise you to set an unrealistic spiritual goal of reading the Bible and praying for
an hour every day if you’re doing nothing now. Begin by reading the Gospels a
chapter or so every day, stopping to think about what you’ve read. Then, spend a
few minutes in prayer. Gradually increase your daily reading and prayer time. After
a while, begin to look for the spiritual benefits you are receiving by spending
consistent time with God.
Pastor David Linkugel

Youth Group Dates





July 4th - No Youth Group
July 11th - No Youth Group - Pastor Caleb at National Youth
Workers' Conference in Houston
July 18th - High School Youth Group - 6:30-8:30pm
July 25th - No Youth Group - Pastor Caleb at wedding in Denver

Peach Update
Have you gotten your order in? If so, good job! You're going to enjoy some
wonderful peaches by the end of August. If you haven't, you should. Over
two-thirds of the boxes have already been pre-sold. It looks like we could
pre-sell almost all of them so don't wait to see if we'll have extras!

Peaches are $40 for an 18lb lug this year.

You can pay by mailing an Order Form with your check to church. We do
have a more secure mailbox this year.
1. You can also bring your Order Form and check to church and drop it
off with Tarrin or Pastor Caleb.
2. The easiest and quickest way to order is Online. We are using a free
fundraising site called GiveButter (also used for the Easter Egg
Hunt). There is a processing fee that is automatically included at
checkout (~$1.50 for 1 box). You can use credit/debit, Venmo, or
Paypal through this site.
[*Disclaimer: While GiveButter is free to use, they rely on "tips" for their
business model and you will see them ask for a "tip" at checkout. By leaving
this feature on, it keeps the processing fees lower. Do not feel obligated to
leave a tip but make sure to double check the amount total prior to checking
out.*]
Peaches should arrive in mid-to-late August.

The summer is going by so quickly, but the Lord’s Lambs are out enjoying
every bit of the wonderful weather. Wednesday is water day and that does
help to keep the little lambs cool. Thursday is “Jesus Time” where everyone
comes together to hear all about Jesus, dance with our friends, and share His
love.
Lord’s Lambs is continuing to grow in enrollment and staff! Please continue
to pray that we are able to care for as many of God’s children as we possibly
can. Welcome to our new families as well as our new employees.
Ms. Kris joined our family on June 28th and is assisting is several classrooms
as she gets to know Lord’s little lambs. She comes with years of experience
working with children of all ages.
As the Center begins to prepare breakfast, lunch, and snack for the
children, we are in need of 3 small dorm refrigerators. If you have one that
you are not using, please consider donating it to Lord’s Lambs.

Thank you for keeping Lord’s Lambs in your daily prayers, we appreciate all
your prayers and support.
In His Service,
Jewel McKercher, Director

Sunday Worship
In-Person Worship has returned to most of our pre-Covid practices. Offerings will continue to
be received in the plates on the table in the Commons, and online. You may take your
bulletin home with you, or drop in the recycle bin as you leave. Masks are optional in all
services. Please return to wearing your name badges. And coffee, juice boxes, and donut
holes are back!
Online Attendance Registration Online worshipers, we would like to know who you are!
Simply click on the link in the Facebook post or through the homepage of our website to
register your online attendance. (Please register according to the worship time, not when you
may be viewing.)
Livestream services are on both Facebook and Youtube, accessible at LordofLifeElkhorn.org.
You may watch live or view the recordings at your convenience either on the website >
Publications > Sermons, or on the Videos page in Facebook and YouTube.

Sunday School Returns!
We’re excited to announce the return to in-person Sunday School after
Labor Day. We need your help to make this happen. If you’re interested
in teaching any grade level on a flexible schedule (2 times per month)
please talk to Pastor Caleb. We’re looking forward to seeing the children
in Sunday School soon!

Bible Studies
Sunday Morning Bible Study has started a
new study, "Cultures in Conflict" by Ray
Vander Laan. This 5 session study gives
direction on how to live in a culture where the
worldview conflicts with Christianity. We will
learn from Paul has he presents his beliefs to
people who valued wealth and class,
worshipped of multiple Gods, and preferred
decadent pleasure-seeking above all else.

Cultures in Conflict Study Plan


June 27 – Engaging the Mind: Paul in the Stoa of Athens (Athens, Greece)



July 4 – No Bible Study



July 11 – Engaging the Heart: Paul Before the Areopagus (Athens, Greece)



July 18 – Turning Weakness into Strength (Timnah, Israel / Corinth, Greece)



July 25 – The Lord’s Supper: Discerning the Body (Corinth / Delos, Greece)



August 1 – Transforming the Chaos (Corinth, Greece)

Contact Bob Karle at 308.379.8483 or the church office if you would like to join.

The Wednesday Women's Bible Study is now
meeting every other week from 9:30 - 10:30
am at the church. The Bible Study and
discussion is also available via Zoom. They are
continuing the study, Isaiah: Herald of the
Messiah, and plan to meet on July 7th & 21st.
Please contact Deb Karle at 308-379-8481 or
call the church office if you have any questions.

Building Planning Update
Much has been happening since we approved the hiring of RDG at our special
congregational meeting in April to be our architects. RDG Planning & Design will
develop a Master Plan for the next 10 years of growth at Lord of Life.
Dwight Frost heads up the Building Planning Committee, which consists of our
pastors and a representative from each church board. They conducted the
architect interviews and brought the recommendation of RDG to be the firm we
trust will help ensure the uniquely Lutheran elements in our expansion project.
RDG has wasted no time, and has embarked on a proactive detailed and
sequential plan to help us determine what we do (and don’t) want in the Master
Plan.
To be even more inclusive, committee members were encouraged to invite others
to commit to 3 meetings to provide their input. The first of those meetings, Create
the Program: Study Wants & Needs Based on Activity, was held Saturday, June
16. The group of over 30 volunteers divided into four areas, based on their primary
interest: Worship Space, Education Space, Administrative
Space, and Congregational Life. Each group was asked to determine 2-3 main
goals and objectives for the next 5-10 years for their areas. From these, the
subcommittees worked through a subject-focused questionnaire to help identify
specific details for those areas. After working all morning, the subcommittees were
tasked to set a second meeting time to develop those detail points. Each group
then submitted their one resulting report to Randy Milbrath and Joe Kotulak, our
RDG team.
The information was compiled into a draft version of the Space
Program document, which was presented to the subcommittees at their third
meeting on Monday, June 14. Randy gave an overall report of what they calculated
the square footage would be, based upon current wishes and dreams submitted by
the subcommittees. The groups dispersed into separate areas to review their
portion of the draft, deciding if RDG ‘got it right’, or if edits needed to be made and
overlooked items be added. Randy and Joe also visited with the subcommittees
with specific questions and needed clarifications.
The subcommittees’ work is now complete. The architects will take this
information and start formulating a building plan. The Building Planning Committee
will next meet with Randy and Joe on July 12. This step, Explore Options, will be

for final approval of the Space Program document, and will set priorities, explore
site layouts, and select direction. At that stage, drawings will begin, and they hope
to have visuals to present to the congregation by the end of August.
This is an exciting time for Lord of Life, and for us to consider what the Lord is
calling us to do in this place and our community of Elkhorn. We will continue to
provide updates as we move through this process. If you have any questions,
please do not hesitate to speak with Pastor David, Pastor Caleb, or Dwight Frost.

Esther 4:14 National Grant Program
Early this year, the LCMS Office of National Mission launched a new
national grant program to encourage congregations to purchase equipment to
meet the challenges of reaching their worshipers during the pandemic. Grants
were awarded based on need, innovative character, and willingness to share
discoveries with other LCMS congregations and organizations.
We applied for a grant to replace the temporary choir microphone being
used to send the congregational singing and responses to our online viewers,
and to replace Pastor Caleb's wireless mic that has been cutting out. Winners
were to be announced in May, but we were informed of an unexpected
number of grant requests, and the announcement was delayed. Much to our
delight and surprise, we were awarded $1,150!
We are working with InspirMedia in Lincoln to ensure we purchase the best
products for our worship space, and will proceed with the purchase as soon
as the funds are received. God is good!

Click here to read the news release from The Reporter

Thank you to all the people who helped with the Elkhorn Days Parade and the
Family Fun Festival. The Evangelism Board provided lots of planning and
organized the snacks and games. The Board of Properties and other volunteers
brought down tables, chairs, and set up canopies. Thanks to everyone who walked
in the parade on Saturday or helped with our float. Thanks to the many volunteers
who brought water, ran the games, helped with parking, set-up, clean-up, or talked
with a visitor. We especially are grateful to the Nebraska District LCEF for awarding
us a $1,000 Outreach Grant to help fund this event! The Family Fun Festival gives
Lord of Life an opportunity to show the love of Jesus to neighborhood children and
families, and our child care families and members. Thank you to all the volunteers
who helped make Elkhorn Days fun for families.

Stewardship Corner
Jesus placed great emphasis on the proper handling of our money. In
Luke 16:11 we read, “So if you have not been trustworthy in handling
worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches?” If we are faithful
with the money that God has entrusted to us, He will trust us with
things of greater value, ultimately those of the spirit, the eternal. The
improper use of our money can be an obstacle to our relationship with
Jesus. With God’s help, we can handle our money faithfully and enjoy
the spiritual blessings that come from an intimate relationship with our
Lord.

Collection for Forde Christian Academy in Haiti

Advertise within our church and child care families!
It's Facebook Marketplace -- but just for Lord of Life and Lord's Lambs!
LordofLifeElkhorn.org | 'Publications' tab
To Add a Listing:





Provide at least one image (jpg or png) and a brief description, along with first
name/last initial, plus preferred contact (cell, email).
Include pricing and/or ‘Or Best Offer’ (OBO) notation in your listing.
All submissions are subject to approval.
Postings will be listed for a term of 4 weeks.

Weekly Submission Deadlines are Tuesdays at 3:00 pm. Submissions are accepted
through LordofLifeInfo@gmail.com. Any questions may be submitted to Julie or Tarrin in the
office.

COPE's Emergency Rent & Utility Assistance

Siberian Lutheran Mission Society Festival
On July 18, Rev. Dr. Alexey Streltsov, the Rector (President) of Lutheran
Theological Seminary in Novosibirsk, Russia, will be visiting Lincoln for a day of
worship, fellowship, presentations, and intercultural exchange as part of the
Siberian Lutheran Mission Society’s support for restoring the Lutheran Church in
Russia. In collaboration with Dr. Ben Stellwagen of Concordia University, as well
as the American Historical Society of Germans from Russia (AHSGR), the day will
be an opportunity to learn about the mission and ministry of the Siberian
Evangelical Lutheran Church and to hear about the current state of Christianity
in Russia, the ancestral homeland for a large population of German Russian
descendants in Lincoln and this region.

You are invited to attend. The day’s schedule is as follows:


12:00n-2:00p: Open House at the American Historical Society of Germans



from Russia (631 D St, Lincoln)
2:30p - 5:00p: Lectures, Hymns, and Conference (University Lutheran



Chapel - 1510 Q St, Lincoln)
5:00p - 8:00p: Gemütlichkeit - Fellowship and Socializing with Light
Food/Drink at University Lutheran Chapel

Money and the Mind Podcast
Money and the Mind is a podcast hosted by a fellow church member, Aaron Sailer, and
his friend, Andy. The podcast looks at the behavioral side of personal finance to offer help
and resources in a uniquely nuanced way. Click Here to find a podcast that interested you.
Otherwise, the featured podcast is Ep 45: Money & Relationships with Dr. Kristy
Archuleta, which invites Dr. Archuleta to share her personal history, growing up on a farm,
while discussing the development of financial therapy, as a (relatively) new academic
study, and the intensity of financial arguments in a relationship.

Years ago, two seminary students were walking on the campus of Concordia
Theological Seminary. Most of the buildings on campus had a nameplate depicting
important leaders that blessed the Church in ancient times. But the gym had a name on
it that was unfamiliar. It was the Wambsgans Gymnasium. They started asking around
to see if anyone knew who Wambsgans was. No one knew. It seemed odd that a
plaque that was supposed to establish a legacy for this guy wasn’t really accomplishing
its

purpose.

Years later, both of those pastors, serving at different times, served a congregation
full of members from a Wambsgans family. They were cousins, nieces, or nephews of
the guy with the name on the gym. Family knew he had played professional
baseball. But beyond that, none of them had many stories to share of this man.
Living life, creating a legacy, hoping to be remembered is a task seldom
accomplished. A couple generations after you have passed, no one will talk about you
anymore. But if you have shared the Gospel, worked with others to share the Gospel
or supported the ministry of sharing the Gospel in the Church financially, that grace of

God will be generating new believers one generation after the next. It’s a force
multiplying

thing,

that

lasts,

for

eternity.

If you really want to think about creating a legacy, let that be your goal. Share
Jesus. Use your gifts for sharing Jesus. Plan your estate to remind family of Jesus’
gifts and use estate gifts to support ministry when you are no longer here. Your LCMS
Gift

Planning

Counselor

can

help.

Contact

Craig

Stirtz at

402-616-0312

or craig.stirtz@lfnd.org

Ways to Support Lord of Life and Lord's Lambs
** at no extra expense to you **
Opportunities to Support Lord of Life (details follow)








Amazon Smile (0.5% return on purchases through Smile.Amazon) The
Amazon Smile Foundation deposited $62.35 to our account as a result of
Amazon Smile purchases from January 1 - March 31!
TAGG (Upload a photo of your receipt and earn 5% at local businesses.)
Scrip (2%-50% rebate on purchased gift cards) Online at ShopwithScrip.com or
through the Raise Right App
Direct Your Dollars (Family Fare receipts)
Direct Your Labels ($25 for every 500 UPC barcodes of Our Family brands)
Thrivent Choice Dollars

Click Here for Directions and Details
*If you have questions on any program, please visit our website or contact Julie Koenemann.*

