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Are We Living in the Last Days?
After everything we’ve gone through and are going through now in our country and around the world, many
people have wondered if we are living in the last days and will see Jesus return soon. We are living in the last
days, but probably not in the way many people suppose. The last days can refer to all the days after the
resurrection of Jesus as well as to the final period of time before his return on the Last Day.
We have been living in the last days ever since Jesus was born, lived, died, rose again, and ascended to take
his place on the throne as King of kings. To live in the kingdom of Jesus is to live in the last days.
Are we living in the time immediately before the second coming of Christ? Nobody knows. If someone claims to
know, they’re a liar, delusional, or confused. Either way, they should not be believed. No human being on earth
knows when Jesus will come again, so we can’t know if we are in the time immediately before that return or not.
It could happen today or another 2,000 years could go by before Jesus returns in power and glory. Because we
are eagerly looking forward to the day when Christ returns, we are to live every day as if it will be the day when
Christ returns. We are also to live in the realization that today may be our last day on earth, should the Lord call
us to our heavenly home through death. None of us knows how much or how little time we have left on the
timeline

of

our

life

before

death.

How do we live every day as if it may be the last? First, by love: By doing the ordinary stuff that disciples of
Jesus do. Take care of your family; do good to the people whom God has put in your life; love your neighbors;
be faithful in your work; pray; give; defend the vulnerable; and know that Jesus is using you as his hands, feet,
and

mouth

to

serve

those

around

you.

Second, by faith: By resting in the finished work of Christ. Trust that the Father could not be more pleased with
you because your life is wrapped up in Jesus; calm your heart in the cool and refreshing waters of your baptism,
where the Father made you his son or daughter; know that the Lord who will return bears on his glorified body
the marks of the spear and nails, those tokens of love, when he willingly and joyfully gave his life to redeem you.
Your sins are forgiven. You have eternal life. Live in the confident hope of the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Pastor David Linkugel

Youth Group Dates







August 1 - Middle School Youth Group - 6:30-8:00pm
August 8 - High School Youth Group - 6:30-8:30pm
August 15 - High School Youth Group - 6:30-8:30pm
Wednesday, August 18 - Youth Gathering Meeting - 7:10pm in the
Sanctuary
August 22 - High School Youth Group - 6:30-8:30pm
August 29 - High School Youth Group - 6:30-8:30pm

The LCMS Youth Gathering is officially less than a year away! There is a lot of
planning to be done before we can leave for Houston next July. We are going to
have an information meeting about the Gathering on Wednesday, August 18th
at 7:10 in the Sanctuary (after the midweek folks have cleared out). Parents and
youth are encouraged to come and hear about the Gathering, some of the planning

that is already underway, and what it's going to take to get the rest of the way
there. Youth that are in high school this 2021-22 school year are eligible to attend
this upcoming Gathering.

Peach Update
While we haven't sent the official postcards yet, we are tentatively expecting
peaches to be delivered on Thursday, September 2nd with pick-up being
on Friday, September 3rd from 8am-7pm and Saturday, September 4th
from 8am-12pm. We will be in need of volunteers to help with unloading on
the 2nd. You'll get a phone call when we have an ETA from the truck
driver. We could also use volunteers throughout the day on Friday (since the
youth will all be in school) to help get peaches to vehicles.
We do still have about 300 boxes of peaches left but those will go
quickly.
You can pay by mailing an Order Form with your check to church. We do
have a more secure mailbox this year.
You can also bring your Order Form and check to church and drop it off with
Tarrin or Pastor Caleb.
The easiest and quickest way to order is Online. We are using a free
fundraising site called GiveButter (also used for the Easter Egg Hunt). There
is a processing fee that is automatically included at checkout (~$1.50 for 1
box). You can use credit/debit, Venmo, or Paypal through this site.

[*Disclaimer: While GiveButter is free to use, they rely on "tips" for their
business model and you will see them ask for a "tip" at checkout. By leaving
this feature on, it keeps the processing fees lower. Do not feel obligated to
leave a tip but make sure to double check the amount total prior to checking
out.*]

Download Order Form
Buy Online

Lord’s Lambs is gearing up for a fantastic school year filled with faith, fun, learning, and lifelong
experiences that we hope our little Lambs will always remember. To promote fellowship between parents and
teachers, we will begin having regular family events every month. This way, parents can get to know their

teachers even better and parents will be able to connect with other parents as well. These events will be
posted on the entry door and by the time clock. We encourage you to join in!
The Lord’s Lambs Family is continuing to grow with lots of new children and their families, along with new
members of the Lord's Lambs Teaching Team. Please welcome Ms. Melinda (older infants), Miss Caroline (PT
young infants), and Ms. Kristina (all classrooms)! However, with the all the new growth, we will still plan to
strive for constant education, new experiences, and praising God together! We also pray that God will watch
over Miss Amanda and Miss Kayla as they start their first year at UNL.
We do have a few Pre-K children headed to Kindergarten this month and we consider ourselves so
blessed to have had them for the short time that we did, and we will continue to pray for them as they enter
this new chapter in their lives.
We do want to thank everyone that helped clean up the playground after the storm. We were expecting to
be cleaning branches, but came on Monday morning to see the playground was clear and clean as if nothing
even happened. Wow! What an encouragement that was. We also want to thank the members at Lord of Life
for all of the donations of mini refrigerators as well as a deep freeze. This will make feeding the children a so
much easier. Thank you again!
- LLCC Director, Jewel McKercher

Lord's Lambs Parents and Staff: As Summer comes to an end, so are the opportunities for Water Days.
Our last Water Day will be Wednesday, August 11th and then we will have Jesus Time back on Wednesdays,
beginning August 18th.

COPE'S Annual 2021 Backpack Drive
COPE is asking for support from Lord of Life to help fulfill the needs for kids going
back to school this Fall. Items needed include Crayola crayons, colored
pencils, washable markers, highlighters, Sharpie markers, and more. With school
coming up quickly, we want to make sure and get all these items together as
quickly and efficient as possible. COPE has created a sign up (see button below) to

make this easy for everyone. Please read through the sign up slots for specific
details on the items needed.
Please leave your donated supplies church near the office in Classroom 112. All
donations are needed Sunday, August 8th.

Click Here to Sign Up for Needed Supplies

A Seasonal Part Time Job Opportunity
We are currently looking for an individual to help our younger
son with (before and after) school transportation to Elkhorn
Schools and local activities in the afternoon. He will also need
some after-school supervision and homework help. We will
pay $15/hour with a minimum guarantee of 16 hours per
week. If interested, please reach out to Lori
at loribethmd@cox.net or at 402-658-3014.
- The Buck Family

Sunday Worship
In-Person Worship has returned to most of our pre-Covid practices. Offerings will continue to be received in
the plates on the table in the Commons, and online. You may take your bulletin home with you, or drop in the
recycle bin as you leave. Masks are optional in all services. Please return to wearing your name badges. And
coffee, juice boxes, and donut holes are back!
Online Attendance Registration Online worshipers, we would like to know who you are! Simply click on the
link in the Facebook post or through the homepage of our website to register your online attendance. (Please
register according to the worship time, not when you may be viewing.)

Livestream services are on both Facebook and Youtube, accessible at LordofLifeElkhorn.org. You may watch
live or view the recordings at your convenience either on the website > Publications > Sermons, or on the
Videos page in Facebook and YouTube.

Sunday School Returns!
We’re excited to announce the return to in-person Sunday School after Labor Day. But
we need your help to make this happen. If you’re interested in teaching any grade level
on a flexible schedule (2 times per month) please talk to Pastor Caleb. We are looking
forward to seeing the children in Sunday School soon!

Midweek classes will start on August 18th. Everyone will start in the Sanctuary at 6pm. We
will have classes for 1st/2nd, 3rd/4th, 5th/6th, Confirmation, and an Adult Bible Study. We will also
have babysitting provided by some of our high school youth for children that are too young for
these classes. They will be able to play on playground (if weather is nice) or in the gym in the
basement. Classes will end at 7pm and we do ask parents to come sign their children out of their
classrooms. We are excited to be able to get back together around God's Word on Wednesday
nights!

Bible Studies
Sunday's Adult Bible Study will begin the 5session DVD based study by Ray Vander Laan
on Sunday, August 8th, at 9:30 in Room 109.

The Mission of Jesus Schedule
August 8 – Capernaum: Jesus Binds the Evil One
August 15 – Decapolis: The Other Side - Jesus and the
Man from the Tombs
August 22 – Crucifixion: The Coronation of a King
August 29 – Ascension the King Takes His Thone
September 5 – Pentecost: God Changed His Address

The Mission of Jesus
Triumph of God’s Kingdom in a World of Chaos
It’s easy to think of the Bible as a collection of short stories, but each one makes up a greater story
– one story of a God who created the universe and entrusted it to His human partners to care for
it. They were unfaithful, and it fell back into chaos and sin. But God didn’t give up on His creation.
He decided to redeem it, preparing the way through His covenant with Israel and finally by sending
His son, Jesus, to become the cornerstone of it all through His life, death, resurrection, and
ascension. What would this mean for a people oppressed by the Roman Empire, and what does
it mean for believers today? Follow the rabbi through the world of Jesus, hiking through the Galilee
region, exploring the ruins of Rome, and kneeling on the stones of the Temple Mount in Jerusalem
as you discover how the gospel of Jesus confronts the gospel of Imperial Rome.

If you are still interested, there is still time to join the Gospel of Mark Bible Study. The
current discussion is on lesson one. Pastor Caleb will be providing a video
introduction to each discussion. Contact the church office or Bob Karle if you would
like to join so we can get you a study booklet. Men's Bible Study will be Saturday,
August 14th and 28th, beginning at 8:30 AM.

The women of Wednesday Morning Bible Studies has decided to study the Gospel of Mark as
well, utilizing Pastor Caleb's video remarks with each of the studies. They will be finishing the
last Study of Isaiah and begin this new study August 18th at 9:30 AM. If you would like to join
this group, please contact the church office or Deb Karle so a study booklet can be ordered.

Welcome to the Family

Thank you to Pastor Caleb, the Board of Education and all the teachers. They diligently worked together,
as they planned and provided a virtual Vacation Bible School in July. Thank you for your time and talents as
you planned the activities and personally and locally recorded all of the videos. All of the VBS videos, bags of
crafts, and fun ideas, provided great resources to show God’s Wonders to the children participating. It also
provided lots of fun and learning for both the children and adults. Thank you so much!
Thank you to all the people who helped with tree and storm damage or provided help for those without
electricity. Some of you helped at the Lord of Life yard, church members’ homes, your neighborhood, friends
or relatives. Some of you sawed branches, picked up sticks, provided food, provided freezer space, or
amongst other needs. Thank you for showing your Christian love and putting your faith in action.

Stewardship Corner
When things start possessing us, God is moved to the sideline, and things we
want to possess prohibit our spiritual growth. Matthew 6:21 says, “For where your
treasure is, there your heart will be also.” How distressing it is to realize that the
things we earnestly pursued and believed we needed for our welfare, once
acquired, turned out to be the cause of growing emptiness.

Collection for Forde Christian Academy in Haiti

Click Here to View/Download the Collection List for Haiti

We Have NEW Missionary Families!
The Tiews Family - Germany

Christian, Lillian (youngest of 6), and Lula
The Rev. Dr. Christian and Gudula (Lula) Tiews serve the Lord as career missionaries through The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) in Germany. As a missionary pastor, Christian works with the Independent
Evangelical Lutheran Church (SELK), the Synod’s partner church in Germany, to reach out to Germans and
Farsi-speaking immigrants from the Middle East. In addition, he offers English classes, helps mentor future
pastors both in person and online through the Livonian Lutheran Project, and translates English theological
materials into German. Both Christian and Lula were born in Germany and have six children, including Lillian,
who is with them in Germany.
Please pray for the Tiews family as they engage in mission and ministry in Germany.
For more more information about the Nelson family or to stay up to date, feel free to visit their website
at tiewsfamily.org or follow them on Instagram.

The Nelson Family - Indonesia

Alec, Gena, Caedmon, Paul, and Mika
Reverend Paul and Genevieve (Gena) Nelson serve on behalf of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
(LCMS) in Indonesia, based in Medan. In this role, Paul works closely with the Indonesian Christian Lutheran
Church and helps train and mentor local pastors and lay leaders. Paul grew grew up in Arizona, while Gena
was born in Papua New Guinea. The Nelson's have three children: Alec, Mike, and Caedmon.
Pray for the family as they transition into a new culture, learning Bahasa Indonesia, and that they establish
good relationships with the people around their new home.
Click Here to read more about the Nelson family or visit their page on the LCMS
website www.lcms.org/nelson.

Advertise within our church and child care families!
It's Facebook Marketplace -- but just for Lord of Life and Lord's Lambs!
LordofLifeElkhorn.org | 'Publications' tab
To Add a Listing:





Provide at least one image (jpg or png) and a brief description, along with first name/last initial, plus
preferred contact (cell, email).
Include pricing and/or ‘Or Best Offer’ (OBO) notation in your listing.
All submissions are subject to approval.
Postings will be listed for a term of 4 weeks.

Weekly Submission Deadlines are Tuesdays at 3:00 pm. Submissions are accepted
through LordofLifeInfo@gmail.com. Any questions may be submitted to Julie or Tarrin in the office.

Money and the Mind Podcast
Money and the Mind is a podcast hosted by a fellow church member, Aaron Sailer, and his
friend, Andy. The podcast looks at the behavioral side of personal finance to offer help and
resources in a uniquely nuanced way. Click Here to find a podcast that interested you.
Otherwise, the featured podcast is Ep 46: Mining for Crypto with Terp. w. This episode
includes a friend of the show Terp, who joins Andy and Aaron to discuss multiple topics
covering history of currency, information, experiences, and recommendations with crypto
currency, how to avoid a scam, and more!

A grand solar minimum is predicted to be happening with the sun over the next decades. That means that
solar energy could be reduced by as much as 7%. For an object in our sky that often depicts permanence,
that kind of fluctuation can be a bit unsettling. (It happens about every 200 years.) Whenever our sense of
permanence is challenged, it is really a good thing, as God’s word speaks to the things that are forever and
the things that are not. Most things come and go, shift and change. Yet the only things that remain
permanent are God and His Word, and His plan to redeem us through the resurrection and introduce us into

His new creation for all eternity, all prepared by Jesus.
So, what does that have to do with the present time? Time and the things in time are opportunities to do
God’s bidding, to share the Gospel of Jesus, to love God and love our neighbor, all with the goal of God’s
Spirit calling people to faith so that they may be part of God’s permeant inheritance that He has prepared for
us. We look at something like our estate plans and we make our plans, but always with an eye to
eternity. Your LCMS Gift Planning Counselor can help you get your eternally focused plan together. Contact
Craig Stirtz at 402-616-0312 or craig.stirtz@lfnd.org

Things are heating up, so TAGG is making a splash with 12 new places!
With new locations are in Omaha, all the way to Lincoln, to Council Bluffs, and as far as Sioux City,
you're bound to find a location to "Tagg". Wherever you are, just check the "online" category in the
app to find a list of nearby businesses you can shop from online. The new businesses in the Omaha
area include the IQ Car Wash (174th & Maple), Eat Fit Go Healthy Foods in Village Point,
and Arby's in Elkhorn.

Click Here to Download the App

Ways to Support Lord of Life and Lord's Lambs
** at no extra expense to you **

Opportunities to Support Lord of Life (details follow)




Amazon Smile (0.5% return on purchases through Smile.Amazon) The Amazon Smile
Foundation deposited $62.35 to our account as a result of Amazon Smile purchases from
January 1 - March 31!
TAGG (Upload a photo of your receipt and earn 5% at local businesses.)
Scrip (2%-50% rebate on purchased gift cards) Online at ShopwithScrip.com or through the
Raise Right App
Direct Your Dollars (Family Fare receipts)
Direct Your Labels ($25 for every 500 UPC barcodes of Our Family brands)



Thrivent Choice Dollars





Click Here for Directions and Details
*If you have questions on any program, please visit our website or contact Julie Koenemann.*

