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New Security Procedures at Lord of Life
The topic of security at church was discussed at the Feb. 23rd congregational meeting. One topic was noting
that we currently have 3 doors unlocked from 7:00 am - 12:30 pm on Sundays. For the safety of the
congregation and the children, we are going to be locking the office doors and the lower lot doors (Lord's
Lambs Entrance) so that we don't have any blind entrances.
The only doors for entry on Sunday mornings will be the Sanctuary doors, beginning this Sunday, March
1st.
Another thing to know is that the congregation approved hiring off-duty officers to serve as security on
Sunday mornings. They will be in plainclothes but will have a key badge that identifies them. While there is
no immediate imminent danger (nor do we expect any), we also want to be proactive in keeping the
congregation safe.

In a recent devotion “In Love with Distraction”, author John Eldredge challenges us to consider if we are overly
attached to the technology that’s supposed to be a tool. When your phone alerts you to an incoming text, do you
easily ignore it and go on with the conversation you are having, or reading what you are reading, or enjoying the
view as you drive? Can you shut your phone off when you get home in the evening and not turn it on again until
morning? When you first wake, do you allow yourself a leisurely breakfast before you look at your phone or is your
phone the very first thing you look at every morning?
Our smartphones are the new socially acceptable addiction. Imagine if you have a friend who turns his phone off
over the weekend. You text him, and he doesn’t reply until Sunday night or Monday morning. C’mon, man — you
know the protocol. Everybody agrees to be totally available, anywhere, anytime, 24/7. It’s what we do. What does
it say that you look like some sort of nut job when you turn your phone off? One study said the average American
checks their phone eighty times a day.
Finding more of God, growing strong in soul and spirit, requires creating space in your day for God — to
intentionally put yourself in a place that allows you to draw upon and experience the healing power of the life of
God filling you. Over the ages, serious followers of Jesus have used stillness and quiet, worship, fasting, prayer,
beautiful places, and a number of other “exercises” to drink deeply of the presence of God and untangle their
souls from the world.
Sincere followers of Jesus in every age have faced very difficult decisions — usually at that point of tension where
their life with and for God ran straight against the prevailing cultural norm. We have always been “strangers and
aliens” in the world, insofar as our values seemed so strange and bizarre to those around us. We are now faced
with a series of decisions that are going to make us look like freaks — choices like fasting from social media, never
bringing our smartphones to any meal, conversation, or Bible study, cutting off our media intake so we can
practice stillness every day.
The 40-day period of Lent from Ash Wednesday to Resurrection Sunday (February 26 to April 12, not counting the
Sundays in Lent) is a time to turn away from the distractions of this world and focus on your spiritual life and your
relationship with God. Here are some suggestions how to observe these 40 days.
•

Turn off notifications. You don’t need to know when your aunt posted another picture of her dog on
Facebook; you can check when you have set aside time to do so. You don’t need to know about the
snowstorm in Ohio or the embarrassing thing the president just said.

•

Fast from social media. Try cutting your use by 50 percent for one week and see what it does for you.

•

Turn your phone off at 8:00 p.m. Give yourself some evening time for real things. Banish all technology
from your bedroom.

•

Don’t check your phone as soon as you wake up in the morning. Enjoy a few peaceful moments.

•

When your phone chirps or vibrates, don’t react. Make it wait until you pick it up.

In these small ways you can make your phone a tool again, something that serves you instead of the other way
around. If you create a little bit of sacred space every day, God will meet you there. And you will begin to love it.
Pastor David Linkugel

Coming up on the 8th -- the date we'll all be yawning from that lost hour of sleep...

March Activities
March 1st - High School Youth Group - 6:30 - 8:30pm
March 8th - High School Youth Group - 6:30 - 8:30pm
March 15th - High School Youth Group - 6:30 - 8:30pm
March 22nd - High School Youth Group - 6:30 - 8:30pm
March 30th - Middle School Youth Group - 6:30 - 8:00 pm

Lord's Lambs Child Care
During the month of March our little lambs will be learning about how Jesus loves us and how he teaches us to
pray. One of the many aspects of a Christian center that make it so special is the fact that throughout the day you
will hear children and teachers praying for each other, family, friends, etc. It is so sweet to hear our little ones
saying a prayer for their friends or family. The innocence and sincerity in their young voices is refreshing and
encouraging.
This month we also will celebrate Dr. Seuss’s birthday by reading many of his wonderful books. Dr. Seuss had the
unique talent of writing books that children from infancy through elementary school enjoy listening to and
reading. We will do several fun activities that relate to his books, in particular Green Eggs and Ham, Fox in Socks,
The Cat in the Hat, Ten Apples Up on Top, Go, Dog. Go!, and The Foot Book.
We look forward to being outside even more this month. We were blessed with some nice days last month that
we took full advantage of and went outside. We are already starting to plan our next MUD DAY event. Please help
us out by donating any plastic or recyclable containers that children would enjoy using to scoop, pour, fill up and
dump. We were able to collect a lot last year and we used everything! It was really nice to be able to enjoy playing
in the mud and then simply throw the materials away! Cleaning the children is enough for all of us! We will place a
box in the entry for you to place your donations.
This March is also the anniversary of our center being open three years! What an amazing adventure this young
ministry has been for all of us. We started with three children our first week and now we have a list of unborn
babies waiting to come to Lord’s Lambs Child Care. The families, children, and staff are amazing, and I look
forward to the next three years with excitement and enthusiasm. Please keep Lord’s Lambs Child Care in your
prayers.
Ms. Denise Kempnich, Director

The Book of Job:
Blessed Be the Name of the Lord!

One of the Bible’s greatest wisdom books is the book of Job. This Lent we will explore this magnificent
composition that is numbered among the greatest literature of all time.
We all suffer—personally and privately. We also suffer in more public ways. A husband loses a job. A child gets
divorced. A parent dies. And now, thanks to the media, we are able to see and experience more and more of the
world’s catastrophes and suffering. We need the book of Job, now, more than ever.
Martin Luther asserted that “Job is magnificent and sublime as no book of Scripture.” Others have called Job
“the Shakespeare of the Bible.” The early Christian scholar Jerome perhaps put it best when he called the book of
Job an “eel,” since the more one tries to contain it, the slipperier it becomes! The purpose of our Lenten emphasis
is to learn how to apply Job to our lives so that the book becomes less like an eel and more like a loving
companion through life’s dark valleys.
Weekly themes:
Ash Wednesday - Flying Blind (Job 1:1–12)
Lent 1 - Sweet Surrender (Job 1:13–21)
Lent 2 - Learning to Lament (Job 3:1–26)
Lent 3 - It Is Enough (Job 14:1–14)
Lent 4 - Understanding How It All Works Together (Job 23:1–17)
Lent 5 - God Speaks in the Storm (Job 38:1–11)
Maundy Thursday - On Earth Is Not His Equal! (Job 41:20–34)
Good Friday - Tearing Down the Spite House (Job 42:7–9)
The Resurrection of Our Lord - I Know That My Redeemer Lives! (Job 19:23–26)
Job’s most famous statement appears in Job 19:25, “I know that my Redeemer lives.” Christ is alive. He has
conquered death and the grave. His word is sufficient. His grace is enough. His love brings comfort and healing.
And this Lent these gifts come to us through the book of Job.
Lent midweek worship services are Wednesday evenings at 7:00 pm.
Lent Midweek Meals are Wednesday evenings starting at 5:30 pm.
Mar 4 - Tater Tot Casserole
Mar 11 - Sloppy Joes
Mar 18 - Chicken Casserole
Mar 25 - Pulled Pork
Apr 1 - Pasta Casserole

2020 Church Directories A print copy is in
your mailbox, and the March electronic
version is downloadable by clicking on the
image to the right.
A HUGE thank you to Deb Karle and her
team who tackled the monumental task of
relabeling the mailboxes, and
folding/stapling the directories: Bob Karle,
Jude Leffelman, and Sheila Mattson!

The COPE - Open Door Mission Partnership is going very well. COPE continues to serve those in Western Douglas
County in need of assistance. COPE is able to provide financial assistance (rent/utilities) and is able to leverage the
partnership with Open Door Mission to provide clothing and food pantries to COPE clients. The Open Door Mission
donation center in Elkhorn provides first priority to COPE clients for items donated and has been working very
well. Volunteers and donations are always welcome!
The Annual COPE Golf Outing is Friday, May 1st. This is one of COPE’s biggest fundraisers, and we can use your
help!!! COPE needs players and sponsors for this golf outing. Please see Kris Castle or Kris Bamesberger if you are
interested!

Women's Monday Night Bible Study meets on the 2nd and 4th Mondays at 7:00 pm in Room 112. Contact
person: Monique Rasmussen.

The Wednesday morning Women's Bible
Study group is studying Max Lucado's
book, The Great House of God, a new look
at The Lord's Prayer. Come join us every
other Wednesday at 9:30 am in Room
112. Contact: Jeanine Gerety,
531.329.1198.

The Saturday Men's Bible study group is
studying Death, Heaven, Resurrection and
the New Creation. They meet in the
Conference Room on the 2nd and 4th
Saturdays. Contact: Bob Karle,
308.379.8483.

Stewardship Corner

We thank the women who create the banners and stitch the napkins used at every baptism at our church. Each
family is able to take home these items as a reminder of the special day when becoming a child of God. If you have
artistic or sewing skills and would like to use your talents to help make baptismal banners or napkins, please
contact the church office.
Our church celebrates Holy Communion every Sunday at each service. We thank the women on the Altar Guild
who prepare the Lord’s Supper and change the altar paraments as we observe each church season. These ladies
fill the candles with oil and make sure the acolyte robes are clean and in good repair. If you are interested in
serving on the Altar Guild, please contact Betty McCan or the church office.
- Board of Stewardship

Welcome our Newest Members!
Look at the member picture board on the north wall of the Commons area while you are in the donut line. We
like to have updated pictures of all the families who belong to Lord of Life. Our newest members are highlighted

with a Welcome New Member border around the picture. When you see a person you don’t recognize, introduce
yourself. You can check the board for help in putting names with faces.
We welcome our newest members: Doug and Jennifer Johnson, Wilma Updike, JoAnn Grennan, and Jeff and
Bethany Beier, Jacob and Brieta. We’re very glad you chose to be part of our church family!

Becoming Rich
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and
steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do no destroy, and where thieves do
not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matthew 6:19-21).
Through the working of the Holy Spirit, Christians understand that riches do not consist of money. In fact, riches
have nothing to do with money. We can have very little money and be very rich or be very wealthy and be
impoverished. True riches have to do with a right relationship with Jesus Who brings us happiness, satisfaction,
joy, love and peace. Material possessions do not constitute real riches.
Material things are transitory. What we possess materially is subject to loss in a variety of ways. Our wealth can be
lost in the stock market or through rust, obsolescence, and thievery. No matter how much money we may have,
we have no way of guaranteeing that it can be kept safe and secure. Money can be lost, stolen, or its purchasing
power lost through inflation. Investments can decline in value and businesses can fail. Our property can be burned
or robbed. All material things can be gone quickly. Even if our material things stay with us, we will eventually leave
them, because, at the end, we can take nothing with us.
So, if we want to be rich, it cannot be on the basis of material things. Things of this world are much too precarious
a foundation on which to build a life. If we are to be rich, we have to turn away from material things and turn
toward Christ. In our Scripture reading, Jesus tells us to “store up for yourselves treasures in heaven.” If we want
to get really rich, we have to start storing up riches in heaven.
In order for us to store up treasures in heaven, we first need to love God with all of our heart, soul, and strength
and love our neighbors as ourselves. To store up treasures in heaven, we need to loosen our grip on things of this
world. We need to learn to be content with what we have rather than always wanting more worldly things.
Through faith, we are rich. As Christians, we receive the riches of eternal life with our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Our Missionaries

The Schlund Family
Our Missionaries in Mexico City
Lord of Life provides prayer and financial support for Rev. Andrew and Kelsey Schlund, who
serve the Lord through The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS) as career missionaries in
Mexico. In his role, Andrew works with other missionaries in the theological education of
existing pastors and possible future pastors. He also preaches and teaches whenever needed.
Through the relationships that are formed, Andrew and Kelsey seek to share the Good News
of Jesus Christ with the people of Mexico. Andrew and Kelsey have two daughters, Charlotte
and Margaret. To read their newsletter, click here.
Please pray for the Schlunds as they serve in Mexico. Pray for all the missionaries and their
families in the Latin America region, for the members of El Buen Pastor and San Pedro in their
work to spread the Gospel, and for the Schlund family as they continue to adjust to life in
Mexico City.
Birthdays: Andrew – Oct. 21, Kelsey – Aug.16, Charlotte – March 28, Margaret – May 2
Wedding Anniversary: June 17
[Pictured above:
Left: Schlund Family; Right: El Buen Pastor (Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd)]

Our Seminarian

Our Seminarian - Drew Oswald
Please continue to pray for Drew Oswald
as he prepares for the pastoral ministry,
and for Jennifer and daughters Arleigh and
Sutton.

The Board of Education is redirecting the Operation Christmas Child collections to
instead benefit the school in Thomassique, Haiti, through Orphan Grain Train. These are
the suggested items for March.

The Marin's Mission Work in Thomassique, Haiti

Children receiving their Christmas boxes from Orphan Grain Train

We treasure your prayers and support!! We know that we need God's strength and wisdom
to do His will and ask that you would continue to lift us up, praying especially for protection,
provision, perseverance, and blessings on the church, school, orphanage, and projects. May
God's love spread to more hearts as we seek to live for Him!
If God moves on your heart to get involved, please talk with one of the pastors or with
Angela. We are currently collecting items for the school (collection bin in the Church Entry)
and would also love to host a group from Lord of Life some day! Any interest, hobby or skill
may be used, so don’t hesitate to ask.
Freed by His love,
Angela Marin
Click Here to View/Download the Collection List for Haiti

Ways to Support Lord of Life and Lord's Lambs Child Care

Help Us Raise Funds for Permanent Exterior Signage
** at no extra expense **
Opportunities to Support Lord of Life (keep scrolling for new details!)
•

Amazon Smile (0.5% return on purchases through Smile.Amazon)

•

Direct Your Dollars (Family Fare receipts)

•

Direct Your Labels – Our Family brand ($25 for every 500 UPC barcodes)

•

Thrivent Choice Dollars

•

Scrip (2%-50% rebate on purchased gift cards) Online at ShopwithScrip.com

•

TAGG (Scan your receipt and earn 5% at local businesses.) You can also tag for
Lord’s Lambs Child Care!

** If you have questions on any program, please contact Julie Koenemann. **

Did you know every purchase you make on
Amazon can benefit your church? Simple
enter through Smile.Amazon.com, and
select Lord of Life Lutheran Church Elkhorn
as your charity. 0.5% of your purchase
price will be applied to our permanent
signage fund.

Scrip Gift Card Program
Scrip really is quick and easy to use. Take a few minutes before you go out shopping, to
a movie, or to dinner. Simply log in to www.shopwithscrip.com/, make your selections
and payment, and download and/or print paper certificates. You may now pay online
with credit card! A processing fee of 2.6% will be added to your total.
Learn more about Scrip, and sign up on ShopWithScrip.com. Our organization code is
9194FD1128994.

Together A Greater Good is another
simple way to contribute to the Sign Fund
without spending an extra dollar.
Whenever you’re at a TAGG business, snap
a picture with your smartphone of your
receipt and choose us. We receive 5% of
your purchases! Download the TAGG app
through your phone’s App store. You can
choose between TAGGing for the church
and/or Lord’s Lambs Child Care.
*Perk* HyVee is now a TAGG
participating business!

Save your receipts every time you shop at
Family Fare – and please encourage your
friends and family to do the same. Once
we’ve collected $150,000 in receipts, we
can turn those slips of paper into a $1,000
check for Lord’s Lambs! Collection boxes
are in the church entry and at Lord’s Lambs
Registration Desk. Please note: only
original receipts are accepted.

Every time you shop at any local store
carrying Our Family brand products, clip
and save the UPC barcodes (you only need
the barcode with the numbers underneath,
not the text to the left) – and encourage
your friends and family to do the same. For
every 500 UPC barcodes, we earn $25.

Lord of Life has been greatly blessed by thoughtful Thrivent members through the
Thrivent Choice Dollars program. To learn more about the benefits of Thrivent, go to
Thrivent.com.

