February 2020
Click Here for February Calendar and Volunteer Schedule

Please check your family listing before we go to print next week. Send any needed
corrections to juliekmusi@lordoflifeelkhorn.org. Your print copy will be in your mailbox
on Sunday, February 9.

February gives us signs of love. The grocery store shelves are stocked with Valentine’s
Day cards, flowers, and candy so you can show your friends, classmates, or special
sweetie how much you love them. The red heart-shaped candy boxes are easily
recognized as a symbol of love.
On February 26, we enter the season of Lent with Ash Wednesday. The symbol of God’s
love for us is not a red heart, but a cross – an instrument of violence and death. If a person

would time travel 2,000 years into the future from 20 AD, they would think it very strange
that we would gather together in worship to be marked with a cross made out of ashes.
Anyone who saw a cross outside the city gates of Jerusalem in 20 AD would not have
thought of love when they saw a cross. Their thoughts would have been of violence and
excruciating, slow, painful, suffering, and death at the hands of the Roman soldiers.
The crucifixion of Jesus changed the cross to a symbol of love and a sign of forgiveness
and life. God sent His Son as the Savior of the world, so that all who believe in Him will
have eternal life. That is how God so loved the world. We are marked with the cross on
Ash Wednesday to remind us that “dust we are and to dust we will return” because of our
sinful nature that shows itself in sinful thoughts, desires, words, and actions. But the cross
also reminds us Jesus has paid the price for our sins, and we are forgiven. We were
marked with the cross on the day of our baptism to identify us as a child of God who has
been saved by Jesus.
Every time you see a cross or make the sign of the cross, remember how much God
loves you.
Pastor David Linkugel

February Activities
February 2nd - Super Bowl Sunday - No Youth Group
February 9th - High School Youth Group - 6:30 - 8:30 pm
February 16th - High School Youth Group - 6:30 - 8:30 pm
February 23rd - Middle School Youth Group - 6:30 - 8:00 pm

February 9th and 16th - Youth Bell Ringers at 6:00 pm

Lord's Lambs Child Care

For many of us, this time of year presents daily challenges of checking the
weather, planning ahead due to bad weather, scooping and scraping snow and
ice, and checking in on neighbors and elderly relatives – in addition to trying to
stay healthy! It sounds exhausting to me, but we all do it, and will for a few
more months. But what if we decided to look at this time of year with wonder
and excitement like young children so often do?
I am blessed to see young children’s eyes light up when they see the rain turn
to snow, or the icicles hanging from the trees. I enjoy listening to our PreKindergarten children talk about the fog they saw on their morning drive and
guess how much snow we have or will accumulate. It reminds me of how
important perspective is throughout our daily activities. The winter months will
still present a challenge for all of us, but if we stop and if only for a few minutes
remember what it was like to be a child, maybe – just maybe – the winter
responsibilities won’t seem so heavy.

Many Blessings,
Denise Kempnich, Lord’s Lambs Director

Lent Devotions
Lent starts on February 26th with Ash Wednesday. Devotions will be available
for individuals, families, youth, and children in the Commons on Sunday,
February 23rd. Please take some and use throughout the season of Lent.

The Book of Job:
Blessed Be the Name of the Lord!
One of the Bible’s greatest wisdom books is the book of Job. This Lent we will
explore this magnificent composition that is numbered among the greatest
literature of all time.

We all suffer—personally and privately. We also suffer in more public ways. A
husband loses a job. A child gets divorced. A parent dies. And now, thanks to
the media, we are able to see and experience more and more of the world’s
catastrophes and suffering. We need the book of Job, now, more than ever.

Martin Luther asserted that “Job is magnificent and sublime as no book of
Scripture.” Others have called Job “the Shakespeare of the Bible.” The early
Christian scholar Jerome perhaps put it best when he called the book of Job an
“eel,” since the more one tries to contain it, the slipperier it becomes! The
purpose of our Lenten emphasis is to learn how to apply Job to our lives so that
the book becomes less like an eel and more like a loving companion through
life’s dark valleys.

Weekly themes:
Ash Wednesday - Flying Blind (Job 1:1–12)
Lent 1 - Sweet Surrender (Job 1:13–21)
Lent 2 - Learning to Lament (Job 3:1–26)
Lent 3 - It Is Enough (Job 14:1–14)
Lent 4 - Understanding How It All Works Together (Job 23:1–17)
Lent 5 - God Speaks in the Storm (Job 38:1–11)
Maundy Thursday - On Earth Is Not His Equal! (Job 41:20–34)
Good Friday - Tearing Down the Spite House (Job 42:7–9)
The Resurrection of Our Lord - I Know That My Redeemer Lives! (Job 19:23–
26)

Job’s most famous statement appears in Job 19:25, “I know that my Redeemer
lives.” Christ is alive. He has conquered death and the grave. His word is
sufficient. His grace is enough. His love brings comfort and healing. And this
Lent these gifts come to us through the book of Job.

Lent midweek worship services are Wednesday evenings at 7:00 pm.

Lent Midweek Meals are Wednesday evenings starting at 5:30 pm.

Bible Studies

Women's Monday Night Bible Study meets on the 2nd and 4th Mondays at 7:00 pm
in Room 112. Contact person: Monique Rasmussen.

The Wednesday morning Women's Bible
Study group is studying Max Lucado's
book, The Great House of God, a new
look at The Lord's Prayer. Come join us
every other Wednesday at 9:30 am in
Room 112. Contact: Jeanine Gerety,
531.329.1198.

The Saturday Men's Bible study group is
studying Death, Heaven, Resurrection
and the New Creation. They meet in the
Conference Room on the 2nd and 4th
Saturdays. Contact: Bob Karle,
308.379.8483.

Our Missionaries

The Schlund Family
Our Missionaries in Mexico City
Lord of Life provides prayer and financial support for Rev. Andrew and Kelsey
Schlund, who serve the Lord through The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod
(LCMS) as career missionaries in Mexico. In his role, Andrew works with other
missionaries in the theological education of existing pastors and possible future
pastors. He also preaches and teaches whenever needed. Through the
relationships that are formed, Andrew and Kelsey seek to share the Good News of
Jesus Christ with the people of Mexico. Andrew and Kelsey have two daughters,
Charlotte and Margaret. To read their newsletter, click here.
Please pray for the Schlunds as they serve in Mexico. Pray for all the
missionaries and their families in the Latin America region, for the members of El
Buen Pastor and San Pedro in their work to spread the Gospel, and for the
Schlund family as they continue to adjust to life in Mexico City.
Birthdays: Andrew – Oct. 21, Kelsey – Aug.16, Charlotte – March 28, Margaret –
May 2
Wedding Anniversary: June 17
[Pictured above:
Left: Schlund Family; Right: El Buen Pastor (Lutheran Church of the Good
Shepherd)]

Our Seminarian

The Oswald Update
Click here to read the latest news from Seminarian Drew Oswald and his prayer requests.

Stewardship Corner
Have a Heart

February: the month devoted to love. Stores are filled with heat-shaped boxes of
candy and heart-shaped cards and vases of flowers with heart-shaped gift tags. All
this is available for the consumer so that he can find the appropriate expression of
his devotion to his loved one. If that expression of love has been preceded by a
year of thoughtful and loving words and deeds, it is welcomed and cherished by
the recipient. If not, it is just an empty ritual, done out of duty rather than true
devotion.
Our relationship to the Lord is similar. He, too, desires our sincere devotion, not

empty lip service. “The Lord says: ‘These people come near to Me with their mouth
and honor Me with their lips, but their hearts are far from Me’ ” (Isaiah 29:13).
Stewardship is serving, helping, giving, but love is the basis for stewardship.
Without love, our good deeds are empty and without merit. The first act of true
stewardship is to “love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your strength” (Deuteronomy 6:5). Jesus called this the most important
commandment (Mark 12:29, 30). With that love for the Lord in us, we are enabled
to be good stewards. Then we can do acts of good stewardship, acts of true
devotion. We are enabled to . . .
•

“Give generously to Him and do so without a grudging heart” (Deuteronomy
15:10).

•

“Carefully observe [His decrees and laws] with all your heart and with all
your soul” (Deuteronomy 26:16).

•

“Share with God’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality” (Romans
12:13).

•

“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not
for men” (Colossians 3:23).

God, through Ezekiel, promised, “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit
in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. And
I will put My Spirit in you and move you to follow My decrees and be careful to
keep My laws” (Ezekiel 36:26-27). This promise He has fulfilled in His Son, Jesus,
Who has followed His Father’s decrees and kept His laws for us. As we strive to
live fruitful lives of stewardship, at the same time, we rest in Christ Who has been
the perfect steward for us.

Swing Batter, Swing!!
Friday night lights means something different in the spring and
summer! We've got a group of men who are playing softball on Friday
nights starting at an unknown date in April. If you'd like to join this group for
some fun evenings playing doubleheaders (or only one game if you can't do
both), talk to Pastor Caleb. If you enjoy coming out to watch what proved to
be an exciting team last year, be on the lookout for more information later
this spring about dates and times when you can come cheer on our team.

Concordia Gala
Celebrate Christian education with Concordia Schools at the 14th Annual Concordia Gala on
Friday, March 6th. Highlights will include silent auction, dinner, live auction and featured
entertainment from Joe Cole's Comedy Magic. The 2020 Gala will be held at the Embassy
Suites in La Vista beginning with silent auction and cocktails at 5:30pm and dinner following at
7:00pm. Tickets are on sale now at Concordia Gala website. RSVP deadline is February 15th.
Sponsorship and donation opportunities are also available. If you have any questions, please
contact Cristine Minneman at 402-660-1034. This year's theme is "Perfect Vision" based on
Psalm 16:11.

The Marin's Mission Work in Thomassique, Haiti

Children receiving their Christmas boxes from Orphan Grain Train

The earthquakes of 2010 encouraged our family to do more in Haiti, where Josias grew up.
When it became clear that his father (Pastor Michel Jean Claude Marin) might need to close
his school, we began to focus on helping that Christian outreach to not only survive, but to
thrive and continue to draw more people to the Savior. After earning a Masters in Theology
from Concordia Seminary, Fort Wayne (2016), Josias has spent a great deal of time there. We
hope to finish a home and guest house before moving the whole family to Haiti.
In the meantime, Josias helps with everything from administration duties at the school, hiring
and supervision, to teaching English and hosting mission teams, as well as creating and
coordinating a wide range of projects for the church and school. Most recently, he has taken
on a large amount of volunteer work for Orphan Grain Train and serves as their Director of the
OGT Mission in Haiti. We see this as a huge blessing, as God allows him to be a vital part of
this wonderful nonprofit that gives humanitarian aide in the name of Jesus.
We treasure your prayers and support!! We know that we need God's strength and wisdom
to do His will and ask that you would continue to lift us up, praying especially for protection,
provision, perseverance, and blessings on the church, school, orphanage, and projects. May
God's love spread to more hearts as we seek to live for Him!
If God moves on your heart to get involved, please talk with one of the pastors or with

Angela. We are currently collecting items for the school (collection bin in the Church Entry) and
would also love to host a group from Lord of Life some day! Any interest, hobby or skill may be
used, so don’t hesitate to ask.
Freed by His love,
Angela Marin

Click Here to View/Download the Collection List for Haiti

Ways to Support Lord of Life
and Lord's Lambs Child Care
Help Us Raise Funds for Permanent Exterior Signage
** at no extra expense **

Opportunities to Support Lord of Life (keep scrolling for new details!)
•

Amazon Smile (0.5% return on purchases through Smile.Amazon)

•

Direct Your Dollars (Family Fare receipts)

•

Direct Your Labels – Our Family brand ($25 for every 500 UPC barcodes)

•

Thrivent Choice Dollars

•

Scrip (2%-50% rebate on purchased gift cards) Online at ShopwithScrip.com

•

TAGG (Scan your receipt and earn 5% at local businesses.) You can also tag for
Lord’s Lambs Child Care!

** If you have questions on any program, please contact Julie Koenemann. **

Did you know every purchase you make on
Amazon can benefit your church? Simple
enter through Smile.Amazon.com, and
select Lord of Life Lutheran Church Elkhorn
as your charity. 0.5% of your purchase price
will be applied to our permanent signage
fund.

Scrip Gift Card Program
Scrip really is quick and easy to use. Take a few minutes before you go out shopping, to
a movie, or to dinner. Simply log in to www.shopwithscrip.com/, make your selections
and payment, and download and/or print paper certificates. You may now pay online with
credit card! A processing fee of 2.6% will be added to your total.

Learn more about Scrip, and sign up on ShopWithScrip.com. Our organization code is
9194FD1128994.

Together A Greater Good is another simple way to
contribute to the Sign Fund without spending an extra
dollar. Whenever you’re at a TAGG business, snap a
picture with your smartphone of your receipt and choose
us. We receive 5% of your purchases! Download the
TAGG app through your phone’s App store. You can
choose between TAGGing for the church and/or Lord’s
Lambs Child Care.

Save your receipts every time you shop at
Family Fare – and please encourage your
friends and family to do the same. Once we’ve
collected $150,000 in receipts, we can turn
those slips of paper into a $1,000 check for

Lord’s Lambs! Collection boxes are in the
church entry and at Lord’s Lambs Registration
Desk. Please note: only original receipts are
accepted.

Every time you shop at any local store carrying
Our Family brand products, clip and save the UPC
barcodes (you only need the barcode with the
numbers underneath, not the text to the left) – and
encourage your friends and family to do the same.
For every 500 UPC barcodes, we earn $25.

Lord of Life has been greatly blessed by thoughtful Thrivent members through the
Thrivent Choice program. $112 was donated last month to the church for our permanent
sign fund through this benefits program.
To learn more about the benefits of Thrivent, go to Thrivent.com.

