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Pastor David's Corner

Okay, I’ll admit it. I watch the Hallmark Channel with Diane, so an article by John
Stonestreet from the Colson Center for Christian Worldview about the Hallmark Channel's
"Countdown to Christmas" caught my attention. On November 6, 2010, the Hallmark

Channel aired a made-for-television movie entitled “A Family Thanksgiving”. I doubt if
Hallmark realized this was the beginning of a television phenomenon. Now in its tenth
season, with 232-and counting-movies, Hallmark’s annual “Countdown to Christmas” is, for
many, an annual tradition.
While many critics give the movies a thumbs down, these movies have something that
those creating and distributing other movies would kill for: millions and millions of viewers.
A typical “Countdown to Christmas” movie premiere attracts between three and five percent
of all viewers during its time slot. I wonder how many more viewers there are like Diane and
me, who set the DVR and watch the movies later. These are the most-viewed non-sports
and news shows on cable television.
Part of the reason for the movies’ popularity is probably sentimentality, but I think it also
reveals a longing for clean, family alternative to modern society and culture. It reminds me
of Friday nights in the 1990s when my three daughters were growing up. We would order a
Godfather’s pizza, gather around the TV, and watch TGIF – Family Matters with Steve
Urkel, Full House, and Boy Meets World. Many viewers today long for a world in which “boy
meets girl” doesn’t have to include “boy and girl have sex.” In Hallmark Channel movies
they often don’t even appear tempted by the idea. A passionate kiss before the credits roll
is about as steamy as it gets.
Perhaps people today are also longing for the sort of world that is the setting for these
movies - a place where people are friendly, cheerful, and neighborly. Families are close
and welcome strangers into their homes and lives. In “Hallmark Town,” no broke, single
mother facing Christmas in a cheap hotel with her kids needs to worry. Some group of
people will always be there to make sure she has a job, a home, a tree, and presents for
her kids by Christmas. Given the selfishness, loneliness, isolation, and family chaos that
characterizes our modern culture, who wouldn’t want to live in “Hallmark Town”?
Unfortunately, “Hallmark Town” doesn’t exist, but the Kingdom of God does exist. As
citizens of the Kingdom of God, we aren’t motivated by some vague “spirit of Christmas.”
We display the love of God who sent His only-begotten Son into the world to be born as an
infant in Bethlehem to save us from our sins. Just like in “Hallmark Town,” we are to show
the love of Christ to people who broken, hurting, and lonely. Two ways we do this as a
congregation in December is through Operation Christmas Child shoe boxes and gifts for
the COPE family Christmas celebration. As individuals, we can support toy collections and
other opportunities to help families in need. We don’t need to limit our spirit of generosity
and giving to the season of Christmas, we are to serve and love God and our neighbor

every day.
In a world where people seek to escape and take refuge in made-for-television movies, we
are part of a cultural phenomenon that has been going on for over 2,000 years since the
birth of our Savior in Bethlehem.

Pastor David Linkugel

Mark your calendars for on Sunday, January 5, 2020.
Newly elected officers and board members will be installed at any worship service.

The Leadership Planning Meeting for all church officers and board members will
be Saturday, January 11, from 9:00 am to Noon in the Fellowship Hall. Each board
will get organized, set goals, and plan for the year.

Advent is the season that begins the liturgical year that ties the rhythm of earthly life with
the rhythm of heavenly life. The word “advent" is derived from the Latin adventus, which
means “coming” or “arrival.” In the Roman Empire, the word adventus referred to the arrival

of a person of dignity or great power – a king, emperor, or even one of the gods. For
Christians, Advent is the time when the Church patiently prepares for the coming of the
Great King, Jesus the Christ.
Advent is the first part of a larger liturgical season that includes Christmas and Epiphany
and continues until the beginning of Lent. Even though Advent occurs in December and is
often considered as a prelude to Christmas, it is not simply about waiting for the birth of
Christ. The preparatory and penitential aspects of Advent focus on Christ’s second coming
as Judge of the world on the last day, the “Day of the Lord.” Despite the penitential tone,
Advent is a time for holy joy and preparation that emphasizes four advents or comings: (1)
The prophetic coming that points to Christ’s birth; (2) The incarnate coming of Christ in
Bethlehem; (3) The sacramental coming in the waters of Holy Baptism and in Holy
Communion; and (4) Christ’s coming on the “Day of the Lord,” to which we say, “Even so,
come Lord Jesus. Amen.”

COME, LORD JESUS
“Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest . . .” So begins the common table prayer. In the spirit
of Revelation 22:20, during Advent midweek services we will apply this petition to Advent
devotions. Through short and simple daily practices we will learn to pray, “Come, Lord
Jesus” in a way that gives daily strength and hope.
Daily devotions sounds like a huge challenge to many of us. Whether you are a
household of one, two, three, or more, having daily devotions can be a struggle.
Our Advent series will use God’s Word to equip disciples — us — for this struggle and
provide simple and effective ways to help meet this challenge. With God’s help we can
learn to daily pray, “Come, Lord Jesus,” not only to daily bless our food but our lives, finding
strength and hope in Jesus.

The hope and strength that Jesus gives comes in His victory over the "unholy trinity":
the devil, our sinful nature, and the sinful world. This includes the promise of fully
flourishing in the life to come. In this series we will explore how God’s Word teaches and
guides us in following our victorious Lord as we look to Him in daily devotion to His Word.
Advent means "coming." During this season of Advent our focus will be on Jesus’s
'three comings' to save us — past, present, and future. Jesus has come and accomplished
His saving work. He continues to come by the power of the Holy Spirit through the Word
and sacraments. He will come again on the last day for our final deliverance. This series
will match Christ’s three "comings" with His "overcoming" of the "unholy trinity," the
enemies of His saving Word.

Advent midweek worship services are Wednesday evenings at 7:00 pm.
December 4: Praying, COME, LORD JESUS, to Him Who Has Come to Defeat
the Devil
December 11: Praying, COME, LORD JESUS, to Him Who Comes to Lead Us
in Daily Life
December 18: Praying, COME, LORD JESUS, to Him Who Will Come Again to
Bring Final Victory
Advent Midweek Meals are Wednesday evenings starting at 5:30 pm.
Please bring your favorite dessert to share.
December 4: Baked Potato Bar and all the fixin's
December 11: Soup/Chili Dinner - Bring your favorite soup/chili to share!
December 18: Taco Bar
Donations will be received for the purchase of gifts for the residents at the Nebraska
Children's Home.

Children’s Christmas at Lord of Life
Sunday morning, December 15th
During 10:45 am Worship
Our Sunday School children will present special Christmas music on December
15th. Our PK children will sing at the start of worship, while the K-Grade 5 students
will present a musical program following Communion. A cookie reception will follow
worship.

The Joy of Christmas celebrates the amazing joy found in Jesus. The children will
help us understand the joy of Christ is not only the greatest gift we could ever
receive, but the greatest gift to share with the world. Join us for this special moment
of worship to usher in the Christmas season. Rejoice and sing as we experience The
Joy of Christmas!

Rehearsal Schedule


9.30 am during Sunday School openings (PK will be taken to their room to practice)



K-Grade 5 - Wednesdays, Dec. 4th and Dec. 11th from 6:00-6:45 pm (in place of
Midweek classes, before Advent worship) (Dinner is served at 5:30 pm)



Saturday, Dec. 14th, PS & PK 9:30-9:50 am; K-Grade 5, 9:50-11:00 am (possibly
a little longer if needed)

Who Will You Invite?
We will again have four Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship Services with Holy
Communion. The 5:00 pm worship will be accompanied by our worship team, Rejoice!. The
3:00, 7:00, and 9:00 pm worship services will be accompanied by the organ. Stay after to
enjoy fellowship with cookies and hot chocolate.

Youth Calendar
Dec. 1: High School Youth Group 6:30pm - 8:30pm
Dec. 8: High School Youth Group NCHS Christmas Shopping (details below)
Dec. 15: High School Youth Group 6:30pm - 8:30pm
Dec. 22: No Youth Group
Dec. 29: No Youth Group

Nebraska Children's Home Society Christmas Shopping
On December 8th, the High School Youth Group will be shopping for 15 children. We will
leave from Lord of Life at 6:00 pm to eat dinner together at Chipotle on Center St. After we
eat, we'll head over to Walmart and shop. We'll bring the gifts back to Lord of Life to put in
gift bags so they can be delivered to NCHS later in the week. The youth do not need to
bring any money, as dinner is covered.

This is what we will be packing for Orphan Grain Train: a complete meal that serves 6
-- for TEN CENTS! We ask that you would generously donate both the cost of the
bags that you pack, plus shipping. For accuracy and health reasons, children under
12 must be with an adult for the packing event.

We're having a Caroling Party! To finish up our Multigenerational Mission
Day on December 8th, we're gathering at Village Pointe to "spread cheer to
those far and near"! All participants must have signed the waiver online or
on the Info Board by December 6th.
We're also looking to carol to our shut-ins and at retirement homes on
Sunday, Dec 22nd.
Contact Amanda Worner with any questions.

During the month of December our children will enjoy the wonder and magic of the
Christmas season through many avenues in their lives. It is our mission here at Lord’s
Lambs Child Care to help them understand the true meaning of the Christmas season.
We share the true meaning of the season through Bible stories and lessons, Christmas
songs celebrating Jesus’s birth, and conversations with our children. We have many

items in our classrooms that aid in their learning, such as plastic nativity scenes,
puzzles, books, and posters. We want these teaching items to help remind the children
that JESUS IS THE TRUE REASON FOR THE SEASON.
As you wrap your gifts and eventually unwrap your presents, please remember us by
donating your empty wrapping paper and ribbon tubes! We can also use wrapping paper.
We enjoy using these items for art and science activities throughout the winter
months. If you have any extra Christmas cards, we can use those as well! Our Preschool
and Pre-Kindergarten children enjoy writing!
Lord’s Lambs children will present our annual Christmas program on Friday, December
13th at 10:00 am. Please join us for the program, and stay for cookies and fellowship
following. Lord’s Lamb staff will enjoy their staff Christmas party on Saturday,
December 7th.
What a wonderful time of year for families. It is my prayer that throughout these
Advent and Christmas seasons we all take time to prepare our hearts and minds for the
birth of our Savior and all that He has done in our lives.
Christmas Blessings to each of you!
Denise Kempnich, Lord’s Lambs Center Director

We're looking for Office Volunteer Help for December and into January. Especially
helpful is to fold bulletins and announcements on Thursdays, but we also welcome
help with receiving deliveries, answering phones, and various other office tasks.
Please contact Pastors or Julie for details.

We also need ushers for our 9:30 am worship, as well as video and sound techs for
all morning worship times.

Thank you!

Stewardship Corner
Again we come to the time of year when we mark the great miracle of Christ becoming one
of us. The Apostle John wrote, “The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us”
(John 1:14). Jesus came to Earth; He bore humiliation and ridicule; He died that we might
live; He was raised that we, too, might rise again and live forever with Him. “From the
fullness of His grace we have all received one blessing after another” (John 1:16). How can
we thank Him but to give ourselves and our lives in service to Him!

Please click on the image above to volunteer to help with the COPE Christmas
party on Saturday, Dec 7, and preparations on Dec 6. Use this form to also
volunteer to provide cookies.

Reminder: All gifts are due to church by Sunday, Dec 1.

COPE News
COPE's new partnership with Open Door Mission is going very well. Open Door Mission is
receiving all items now (food, clothing, household goods, etc.) at the Elkhorn location, and
COPE is able to use all of these donations for COPE clients. Please note that we can no
longer accept paper products due to limited space at our new location.

Christmas Food Baskets We're looking for volunteers on 12/21 to deliver Christmas
Food baskets to COPE clients. In order to help, just show up before 9 am either at DC West
in Valley or at Bethany Lutheran, and food baskets will be ready for delivery. (The Valley
location has the most need for delivery assistance.)

The Schlund Family - Our Missionaries
Lord of Life provides prayer and financial support for Rev. Andrew and Kelsey Schlund, who
serve the Lord through The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS) as career missionaries in
Mexico. In his role, Andrew works with other missionaries in the theological education of existing
pastors and possible future pastors. He also preaches and teaches whenever needed. Through the
relationships that are formed, Andrew and Kelsey seek to share the Good News of Jesus Christ
with the people of Mexico. Andrew and Kelsey have two daughters, Charlotte and Margaret. To
read their newsletter, click here.
Please pray for the Schlunds as they serve in Mexico. Pray for all the missionaries and their
families in the Latin America region, for the members of El Buen Pastor and San Pedro in their work
to spread the Gospel, and for the Schlund family as they continue to adjust to life in Mexico City.
Birthdays: Andrew – Oct. 21, Kelsey – Aug.16, Charlotte – March 28, Margaret – May 2
Anniversary: June 17

The Wednesday morning Women's Bible Study group is studying Max Lucado's book,
The Great House of God, a new look at The Lord's Prayer. Come join us every other
Wednesday at 9:30 am in Room 112. Contact:Jeanine Gerety, 531.329.1198.

The Saturday Men's Bible study group is studying Death, Heaven, Resurrection and the
New Creation. They meet in the Conference Room on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays. Contact:
Bob Karle, 308.379.8483.

If you are interested in playing in a handbell choir starting in January, please sign up
on the Info Board in the Commons. Contact: Organist Collin Warren.

Help Us Raise Funds for Permanent Exterior Signage
** at no extra expense **
Opportunities to Support Lord of Life (keep scrolling for new details!)


HyVee Cash for Students (HyVee receipts)



Direct Your Dollars (Family Fare receipts)



Direct Your Labels – Our Family brand ($25 for every 500 UPC barcodes)



Amazon Smile (0.5% return on purchases through Smile.Amazon)



Thrivent Choice Dollars



Scrip (2%-50% rebate on purchased gift cards) Online at ShopwithScrip.com



TAGG (Scan your receipt and earn 5% at local businesses.) You can also tag
for Lord’s Lambs Child Care!

** If you have questions on any program, please contact Julie Koenemann. **

As you begin your Christmas shopping on Amazon, please remember to enter through
Smile.Amazon.com, and select Lord of Life Lutheran Church Elkhorn as your charity.
0.5% of your purchase price will be applied to our permanent signage fund.

Scrip Gift Card Program
It's Back (Well, it never really left)
If you will be giving gift cards for Christmas, we encourage you to order through the Scrip

Gift Card Program. You pay and receive pysical or ecards at face value, and the merchants
donate an average of 14% rebate to the church for your participation. Simply log in to
www.shopwithscrip.com/, make your selections and payment, and download and/or print
paper certificates.

BIG NEWS: You may now pay online with credit card! A processing fee of 2.6% will be
added to your total. But on Dec 5 and 6, the merchants are covering the fees!

Learn more about Scrip, and sign up on ShopWithScrip.com. Our organization code is
9194FD1128994.

Click Here for the Holiday Gift Guide

HyVee’s Cash 4 Students program ends December 31, 2019. Please bring all original
receipts dated September 1 - December 31, 2019. Receipts outside of these dates do not
qualify, and receipts must have a printed date. All receipts are requested by the first week
in January to provide time to get them tallied by the January 14th submission deadline.
Note: The program does not include purchases for postage, lottery tickets, money orders,
or gift cards. We ask that you subtract any of these items from your totals or do not include
receipts that contain only these items.

Click on the image to view the video How to TAGG.

Together A Greater Good is another simple way to contribute to the Sign Fund without
spending an extra dollar. Whenever you’re at a TAGG business, snap a picture with your
smartphone of your receipt and choose us. We receive 5% of your purchases! Download
the TAGG app through your phone’s App store. You can choose between TAGGing for the
church and/or Lord’s Lambs Child Care.

New businesses join TAGG every month. Three of the newest are HyVee, TNT
Walking Taco and WestEnd. Click the image above for the complete list of Omaha
businesses that support TAGG, and downloadable lists for Omaha and Lincoln!

Save your receipts every time you shop at Family Fare – and please encourage your
friends and family to do the same. Once we’ve collected $150,000 in receipts, we can turn
those slips of paper into a $1,000 check for Lord’s Lambs! Collection boxes are in the
church entry and at Lord’s Lambs Registration Desk. Please note: only original
receipts are accepted.

Every time you shop at any local store carrying Our Family brand products, clip and save
the UPC barcodes (you only need the barcode with the numbers underneath, not the text
to the left) – and encourage your friends and family to do the same. For every 500 UPC
barcodes, we earn $25.

Lord of Life has been greatly blessed by thoughtful Thrivent members through the
Thrivent Choice program. To learn more about the benefits of Thrivent, go to Thrivent.com.

