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Gather! Grow! Go!
What ministries do we need to do that will bring people into a saving faith relationship with
Jesus, build them up, and bring glory to Jesus? Please be in prayer over this.
Every area has its unique needs. The ways to discover the needs of our community are to
follow the news, pay attention to the local online conversations, and listen to people. Ask
“What would help you?” and then listen.
Build relationships. Relationships are the most effective bridge across which the Gospel
travels. Once you know the needs, share your ministry ideas with us and how we can go about
starting them.

Building Security and Access Cards
The exterior sanctuary doors will be
replaced and re-keyed in September.
Office hours are Monday to Thursday 9
am – 5 pm and Fridays 9 am – 12:30 pm.
You can enter the exterior Office entrance
door and push
the button on
the wall to enter during these hours. If you need access
to the church outside of these hours, please fill out an
Access Card Acknowledgement Form, located in the
church office, and return it to the office with $10 to cover
costs. Place your access card in front of the reader by
the exterior Office door, and the doors will unlock for
you.
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Pastor's Corner
God Calls Us to be His Workers
In spite of our foolish and sinful ways, God calls us to be His workers. Scripture tells
us that Jesus did not pick people from society’s elite when He chose his workers. Jesus’
disciples were peasants, fishermen, and even a tax collector. Paul wrote, “Brothers,
think of what you when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human
standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. But God chose the
foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to
shame the strong. He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things . . .”
(1 Corinthians 1:26-28). The majority of God’s work was done and continues to be done
by the lowly and oppressed people.
God can use celebrities and very successful people in His work. However, we need
to remember that, even though we may not have accomplished anything of worldly
significance, broken any records, or won any awards, God can use and transform us
into effective workers in His kingdom. “I can do everything through Him Who gives me
strength” (Philippians 4:13). Society gives many accolades to those who succeed, but
there is no greater honor or privilege than to be chosen as God’s vehicle to spread the
Gospel. As John states in his Gospel, it is Jesus Who does the choosing. “You did not
choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit” (John 15:16).
So why does God elevate the foolish and the lowly to be His workers? A reason may
be found in 1 Corinthians 1:29: “so that no one may boast before Him.” It is only by
God’s grace that we are saved, called, and equipped to be in His service. If we come
into God’s work with impressive credentials, we risk taking the glory and credit for
ourselves. God desires the weak and the lowly. As Paul said, “Therefore, I will boast all
the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. That is
why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions,
in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong” (2 Corinthians 12:9-10). God uses
ordinary people to do extra-ordinary things. Are you ready for duty?
Pastor David Linkugel

Stewardship Corner
The Gifts of Cain and Abel
The first gifts that we read about in Scripture are the offerings made by Cain and Abel who
were the sons of Adam and Eve. In Genesis 4:2-4 we read, “. . . Now Abel kept flocks and Cain
worked the soil. In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil as an offering to
the Lord. But Abel brought fat portions from some of the firstborn of his flock.” Cain and Abel,
having been instructed by Adam in the knowledge of the Lord, brought offerings or gifts for the
Lord. Because one worked the land and the other raised animals, their gifts were different. We
read that Cain “brought some of the fruits of the soil as an offering,” whereas Abel “brought fat
portions from some of the firstborn of his flock.”
Between the two brothers there is also an indication of a difference in the attitudes of their
hearts. While Cain wasn’t concerned about giving the first or best of his crop, Abel brought in his
best. God looked with favor upon Abel’s offering. God looked into the hearts of both Cain and
Abel as He looks into our hearts. He saw Abel’s humble faith. In his gift, Abel showed his sincere
gratitude for all that God had done for Him.
We need to understand that it’s not the size of our gifts and offerings which makes them
acceptable to the Lord, but rather it is the attitude of our hearts and minds toward God. God
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wants our gifts to be an expression of our love for Him. He wants us to give cheerfully rather than
grudgingly. He wants us to give out love through faith. We are told by the writer in Hebrews that
without faith it is impossible to please God (Hebrews 11:6).
May this story of giving by Cain and Abel help us to examine our attitude toward giving. If we
are not giving our first and best out of faith and love to the Lord, God does not look with favor
upon our giving. May God grant us all faithful, loving, and giving hearts.

What a busy month July has been! Starting off with a BANG with 4th of July celebrations and ending with
new friends joining our program. We welcomed two new infants into our center this month. As a mother
myself, it doesn’t go unnoticed how difficult of a decision it is to find child care where parents feel
comfortable leaving their little ones. We work diligently to try to establish a trusting relationship between
parents and our entire staff. It’s such an awesome responsibility and blessing to be able to have these
infants come into our program and watch them grow and develop over the years.
Our center will be getting painted over the next several weeks and two of our rooms are being switched
around. Our preschool and pre-kindergarten rooms are flipping. This will allow easier access for our three
year olds to use the restroom and allow for this class to have a sink in their room. Ms. Angela and Ms.
Leslie are working hard to make this switch as smooth as possible!
We are planning for our first ever Olympic Day! Our children will participate in a variety of individual and
team activities. We are looking forward to this fun event. Expect pictures in our next newsletter! This will be
a fun way to wrap up our summer activities before some of our pre-kindergarten students leave and a new
group of children enter our program. Some faces will be new and some we are welcoming them back from
the summer break.
Thank you to everyone who helped put the furniture and materials back after our recent carpet cleaning.
I appreciate the cooperation from many of you to make sure that we didn’t miss a step in operations on
Monday.
Blessings,
Ms. Denise Kempnich, Director

SAVE THE DATE
Quarterly Voters Meeting
August 18th, 12:00 pm
Lunch will be provided.
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Youth Calendar
Aug. 3rd – Share about NYG 9:00am
Aug. 4th – High School Youth Group – Meet at Church @ 6:00pm
Aug. 11th – No Youth Group (Pastor Caleb out of town for a
wedding)
Aug. 18th – High School Youth Group – 6:30-8:30pm
th
Aug. 25 – Middle School Youth Group – 6:30-8:00pm
Aug. 29th – Peaches Arrive – TBD
Aug. 30th – Peach Pickup – 8:00am-7pm
Aug. 31st – Peach Pickup – 8:00am-1pm

Confirmation Update!
If you have a 7th or 8th grader this school year, there will be a confirmation information
meeting for parents and the confirmands on August 14 th at 6pm. Please plan to be there.
Confirmation and other midweek classes will start on August 21st.
Midweek Starts August 21st
If you have a child between 1st and 8th grade, they are invited to join us for midweek class on
Wednesday nights starting August 21st from 6:00-7:00pm. Parents are invited to stay for a
Bible Study that is geared for you! The first parent Bible Study is called: “Parental Guidance
Required.” If you have little ones that are kindergarten and younger, we are working to
secure babysitting again like we did last year. We’ll start in the sanctuary at 6:00pm by
singing the doxology together, a short time to focus our attention on God, and then dismiss to
our classes. Hope to see you there!
Peaches Delivery and Pick-Up
We are currently planning for the peaches to be here
on Thursday, August 29th. If you are able to help with
the unloading process into the Fellowship Hall, we
would greatly appreciate it. Pick-up will be Friday
August 30th from 8am-7pm and Saturday, August 31st
from 8am-1pm. If you have a hand truck and/or are
willing to help haul boxes to vehicles (especially on
Friday while the youth are in school and can’t be
here), we could use your help. Spread the word that
we still have boxes of peaches available.

Camp Luther for 4th and 5th graders!
Don’t forget to sign up for our day outing to
Camp Luther designed for our 4th and 5th
graders on August 24th. We’ll leave church at
8:30am and be back around 4pm. Lunch is
provided. There will be fun camp activities and
is a great opportunity to grow in your faith with
church friends. Sign up is on the bulletin board
in the Commons. Email Sarah Love with
questions (sarahcklove@gmail.com).
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The Schlund Family - Our Missionaries
Lord of Life provides prayer and financial support for Rev.
Andrew and Kelsey Schlund, who serve the Lord through The
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS) as career
missionaries in Mexico. In his role, Andrew works with other
missionaries in the theological education of existing pastors and
possible future pastors. He also preaches and teaches
whenever needed. Through the relationships that are formed,
Andrew and Kelsey seek to share the Good News of Jesus
Christ with the people of Mexico. Andrew and Kelsey have two
daughters, Charlotte and Margaret.
Please pray for the Schlunds as they serve in Mexico. Pray for all the missionaries and
their families in the Latin America region, for the members of El Buen Pastor and San Pedro
in their work to spread the Gospel, and for the Schlund family as they continue to adjust to life
in Mexico City.
• Birthdays: Andrew–Oct. 21, Kelsey–Aug.16, Charlotte–March 28, Margaret-May 2
• Anniversary: June 17

The Board of Stewardship Invites You to a
Back-to-School Ice Cream Social
Friday, August 16th Picnic Shelter – Lower Level
** Homemade Ice Cream ** Toppings ** Desserts **
Join your church family for a time of fun, food, and fellowship!
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Building Survey Results
Thank you to everyone who took the time to answer the survey questions to help us plan for the future. The
survey was sent to 260 recipients and 92 surveys were completed. The results are attached at the end of the
newsletter.

Help Us Raise Funds for Permanent Exterior Signage
** at no extra expense **
Opportunities to Support Lord of Life
All monies from these programs will be applied to new permanent signage for our church and
child care.
 Amazon Smile (0.5% return on purchases through Smile.Amazon)
 Thrivent Choice Dollars
 Scrip (2%-50% rebate on purchased gift cards) Online at ShopwithScrip.com
 Direct Your Dollars (Family Fare receipts)
 TAGG (Scan your receipt and earn 5% at local businesses.) You can also tag for Lord’s
Lambs Child Care!
** If you have questions on any program, please contact Julie Koenemann. **
When you shop on Amazon, go through Smile.Amazon.com, and
select Lord of Life Lutheran Church Elkhorn as your charity. 0.5% of
your purchase price will be applied to purchase permanent signage.
Scrip Giftcard Program
While we no longer pre-buy cards or accept orders here at church – we
encourage you to participate in the program. Simply log in to
https://www.shopwithscrip.com/, make your selections and payment, and
download and/or print paper certificates.
Learn more about Scrip, and sign up on ShopWithScrip.com. Our organization code is
9194FD1128994. Questions? Contact Julie Koenemann.
Lord of Life has been greatly blessed by thoughtful Thrivent
members through the Thrivent Choice program. To learn more
about the benefits of Thrivent, go to Thrivent.com.

Together A Greater Good is another simple way to contribute to the Sign Fund without
spending an extra dollar. Whenever you’re at a TAGG business, snap a picture with your
smartphone of your receipt and choose us. We receive 5% of your purchases! Download the
TAGG app through your phone’s App store. You now can choose between TAGGing for the
church and/or Lord’s Lambs Child Care! Check out all the new participating local businesses at
togetheragreatergood.com.
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Save your Family Fare receipts! We’re raising money for
Lord’s Lambs Child Care through Direct Your Dollars!
Save your receipts every time you shop at Family Fare – and
please encourage your friends and family to do the same. Once
we’ve collected $150,000 in receipts, we can turn those slips of
paper into a $1,000 check for Lord’s Lambs! Collection boxes are
in the church entry and at Lord’s Lambs Registration Desk. Please note: only original receipts
are accepted.

The Men's Bible study group on Saturday mornings is studying,
“Death, Heaven, Resurrection and the New Creation”. For more
information contact Bob Karle at 308-379-8483.

“The Best Yes” by Lysa Terkeurst Bible study meets at 8 pm at
Amanda Worner’s home. We meet every other Thursday for a
total of 6 sessions. Contact Amanda with any questions at
ajworner@gmail.com.
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WE REALLY NEED YOUR HELP
Video Techs We need volunteers willing to be trained to run the slides for worship. Needs exist for all
worship times. Would you please consider serving in this area? You will receive personal training and plenty of
practice opportunities. Please contact Julie or a Pastor to volunteer!

