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Gather, Grow, Go!
What ministries do we need to do that will bring people into a
saving faith relationship with Jesus, build them up, and bring
glory to Jesus? Please be in prayer over this.
Every area has its unique needs. The ways to discover the
needs of our community are to follow the news, pay attention
to the local online conversations, and listen to people. Ask
“What would help you?” and then listen.
Build relationships. Relationships are the most effective
bridge across which the Gospel travels. Once you know the
needs, share your ministry ideas with someone and how we can go about starting them.

Installation and Leadership Planning Meeting
All church officers and board members who were elected at the congregation meeting in
November will be installed on Sunday, January 7 at the 8:00, 10:30, or 5:00 worship
service. We will meet on Saturday, January 13, from 9:00 a.m. to noon, to get organized,
equipped, and make plans for 2018. This meeting is for all church officers and members
from all the Boards.
Officers and Board Members
As you serve as a congregational leader, commit yourself to:
1) Be faithful in worship.
2) Be involved in a Bible study
3) Be a good steward of your time, talents, and treasure
4) Serve faithfully
Thank You
“Well done, good and faithful servant.” Thank you to everyone who served so faithfully
during the past year as church officers, board members, Sunday School teachers, Vacation
Bible School teachers and helpers, and volunteers in many other ministries at Lord of
Life. Your gifts and your service of love are always appreciated even though you’re not
often publicly commended for it. Thank you to everyone who served in official and
unofficial capacities to enable Lord of Life Lutheran Church to reach out with love to
create new and abundant lives in Christ.
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Pastor's Corner
This month we celebrate the Baptism of Jesus. Many of us who were baptized
as infants don’t remember our Baptism. Friends who are members of
denominations that do not practice infant baptism may ask you why you believe in
infant baptism. For many evangelical Christians, what stands in the way of
baptizing infants is an interpretive lens they use when reading Scripture. That lens
– shaped by revivals with fire-and-brimstone preaching, rugged individualism, and
a sacramental theology freed from the church’s means of grace – makes conversion
the chief article of the faith.
The core assumption is that you must have a conversion experience to be saved.
You must turn away from a past life of sin toward a new one, usually with tears
attesting your sincerity. This view of Christianity works well in a setting where
many people live as open unbelievers and have not heard the Gospel. The problem
is it’s an awkward fit when it comes to multi-generational faith.
Anyone who was raised in a Christian home and believes in Jesus doesn’t have
the experience of transitioning from “unbelief” to “belief.” We never had a
“conversion experience.” Faith was simply instilled from infancy, and for as long
as we can remember, we have trusted in Jesus for the forgiveness of our sins.
Because of the emphasis on a conversion experience and a believer’s baptism,
many people raised in in that theology found themselves “converting” over and
over, reciting the “sinner’s prayer” at countless altar calls during their childhood
and teenage years, certain that each time, they were truly sincere, but always
finding themselves back at the altar, even going so far as asking to be re-baptized.
There is even a kind of jealous envy for someone who has a greater conversion
story because they lived a more sinful live before they were “saved”.
This is where the chief difficulty with infant baptism lies for many American
evangelicals. They don’t really view their children as unregenerate pagans before
their “profession of faith.” If they did, they wouldn’t teach them to say the Lord’s
Prayer or to sing “Jesus Loves Me.” What’s really going on is a kind of alternative
sacramentalism, where a dramatic conversion experience, rather than baptism, is
the rite of Christian initiation. Rather than their present trust in Christ, they’re
taught to look back to a time, a place, and a prayer, and stake their salvation on
that.
Infant baptism runs counter to this entire system. It declares visibly that God
induces a change of heart and a saving faith in those too young to even speak or
remember their “conversion.” Infant faith given at Baptism and then nurtured
through the years by continual exposure better matches the lived experiences of
believers’ children. A conversion experience and believers baptism after hearing
the Gospel and receiving salvation was designed for first-generation converts who
had never heard the name of Jesus until the Gospel was proclaimed to them. After
explaining infant Baptism in this way to an evangelical friend, they may have a
better understanding and acceptance of infant baptism.
Pastor David Linkugel
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Witness, Mercy, Life Together.
Witness (evangelism/Gospel outreach), Mercy
(Christ-centered human care and relief) and Life
Together (building up the body of Christ, his
church)
These phrases illustrate how the church lives and
works together to proclaim the Gospel and to
provide for our brothers and sisters in Christ in
our congregations, communities, and throughout
the world. In all we do, Christ is at the center,
leading us, sustaining us, and keeping us focused
on our mission.
Are you willing to make a commitment to grow in Witness, Mercy, and Life Together
during the year? Here is what we expect from church members and also what you, as a
member, can expect from Lord of Life.
As a follower of Jesus Christ and a member of Lord of Life, I will:
* Support and further the mission of Lord of Life to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ
* Pray for my church and fellow members regularly
* Be present in worship on a regular basis
* Support my church with my spiritual and financial gifts
* Find an area of ministry through which I can serve Christ and others
As your church family, we will:
* Provide opportunities for you to live out your faith in service to others
* Provide faith-building opportunities for you to grow as a Christian
* Provide opportunities for you to develop deep and lasting friendships with others
* Provide opportunities for lifelong learning as you deepen your understanding of the
Bible and the Christian faith
* Be good stewards of your financial contributions to your church
What a blessing to watch the children enjoy
the wonder of the Christmas season. Seeing the
world through a young child’s eyes is always
humbling and reflective. They remind us to slow
down and enjoy the little things this time of year
brings. They can enjoy the lights on a Christmas
tree, Christmas songs, cookies, and time with
their family with such an open heart. It is good
for us to slow down and reflect on the true
meaning of Christmas. I hope that you were all
able to do so during Advent and Christmas.
Our 1st annual Christmas program was a wonderful success. The church was full of
parents and grandparents listening to their little ones sing of Jesus’s birth. The
performance by the children was very memorable and I look forward to many more
performances in the future. Ms. Jen did a fantastic job organizing the Christmas program
so I certainly want to express my gratitude to her for using her musical talents to create
such a wonderful program. Another special thank you to Ms. Leslie, Ms. Angela and Ms.
Megan for helping their children be prepared for the children’s big day!
Our 1st Scholastic Book Fair was also a success. We sold over $2,000 worth of books
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earning us $900 to be used on Scholastic products. What a blessing to be able to continue
to build to our libraries in each classroom through the rewards of a Scholastic Book Fair.
Thank you to everyone who volunteered at the fair and to those who supported it through
purchasing items.
Our BumbleBee class (two year olds) are learning a prayer song. It is so cute to listen to
them sing with Ms. Leslie thanking God for their food! They end their prayer with a round
of applause each time! Our preschool and prekindergarten children are learning the true
reason for the Christmas season through daily lessons and activities. Our young toddlers
and infants are enjoying listening to Christmas music and books read by their providers.
I want to express a heartfelt thank you to Pastor David, Pastor Caleb, Julie, and Frances
for their assistance in the classrooms when needed. Also, thank you to everyone who
volunteered during our staff shortage. We are truly appreciative for the help during a
hectic period of time. Your time and generosity made a big difference to each of us.
We celebrated the birth of our Savior with a Happy Birthday Jesus party! What a fun time
for everyone! Several staff members (including myself) were able to take some time off
during the Christmas season so we are ready to begin 2018 with a refreshed heart and
mind!
Blessing on a Happy and Healthy New Year,
Mrs. Denise Kempnich, Director

Meet the Schlund Family
Pastor Andrew Schlund, our
missionary to Mexico, will preach and
provide a mission presentation during
the adult Bible study on Sunday,
January 28.
Lord of Life provides prayer and
financial support for Rev. Andrew and
Kelsey Schlund, who serve the Lord
through The Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod (LCMS) as career missionaries in
Mexico. In his role, Andrew works with other missionaries in the theological
education of existing pastors and possible future pastors. He also preaches and
teaches whenever needed. Through the relationships that are formed, Andrew
and Kelsey seek to share the Good News of Jesus Christ with the people of
Mexico. Andrew and Kelsey have a beautiful daughter, Charlotte.
Please pray for the Schlunds as they serve in Mexico. Pray for all the
missionaries and their families in the Latin America region, for the members of El
Buen Pastor and San Pedro in their work to spread the Gospel, and for the
Schlund family as they continue to adjust to life in Mexico City.
• Birthdays: Andrew – Oct. 21, Kelsey – Aug. 16, Charlotte – March 28
• Anniversary: June 17
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Youth Calendar and News
January 7 – High School Youth Group 6:30
January 14 – High School Youth Group 6:30
(Servant Event Discussion @6:30)
January 21 – High School Youth Group 6:30
January 28 – Middle School Youth Group 6:30
High School Youth Group Summer Servant Event
Parents are invited to join their high school youth at 6:30pm on Sunday, January 14th in
the Youth Room for a quick discussion (30 minutes!) about a summer servant event. A
few options/dates will be available to discuss and choose from. Regular youth group
activities will happen after the discussion. Parents are encouraged to attend this discussion
and are welcome to come on the trip.
Thank You from the Youth Group
Thank you to the congregation for your generosity during the Advent meals. We
appreciate your support as we seek opportunities to be the hands and feet of Christ outside
the walls of the congregation.

Carpet Replacement Fundraiser
We have a fundraiser to replace the carpet in the
Commons and Fellowship Hall. The goal is $15,000.
You can make donations payable to Lord of Life and
in the memo line designate the Carpet Fund. Thank
you!

Midweek Classes
Our midweek classes are for Grades 1-6. They help
children learn more about the Bible and God’s love for
them, and prepare them for confirmation when they get to
7th grade. Classes will resume on Wednesday, January
10th from 6:00-7:00 pm. All children and their friends are
welcome!

“The Armor of God”
by Priscilla Shirer
Our next Women’s Monday night Bible study starts on
Monday, January 8th at 7 p.m. We meet from 7:00 until
8:30 p.m. on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month.
Workbooks are $14. If you have any questions, please
contact Diane Linkugel at 402-699-0987.
Learn How the Enemy Always Fails When He Meets a
Woman Dressed for the Occasion
All day, every day, an invisible war rages around you
— unseen, unheard, yet felt throughout every aspect of
your life. A devoted, devilish enemy seeks to wreak
havoc on everything that matters to you: your heart, your mind, your marriage,
your children, your relationships, your resilience, your dreams, and your destiny.

6
But his battle plan depends on catching you unaware and unarmed. If you're
tired of being pushed around and caught with your guard down, this study is for
you.
The enemy always fails miserably when he meets a woman dressed for the
occasion. The Armor of God, more than merely a biblical description of the
believer's inventory, is an action plan for putting it on and developing a
personalized strategy to secure victory.

Help Us Raise Funds for the permanent Playground
Surfacing
** with no extra expense!
Our fundraising efforts continue to replace the current mulch surface with a more durable
rubber-tile surface, with simple ways for you to contribute without spending an extra
dollar! Lord of Life / Lord’s Lambs are blessed to have been accepted as a recipient of a
number of funding methods for our Playground Fund.
We encourage and appreciate your participation. Every little bit helps.
* HyVee’s Cash for Students (HyVee receipts) Please place your receipts in the container
in the entry by January 14th. Receipts may not be dated after Dec. 31, 2017:
* Direct Your Dollars (Family Fare receipts)
* Amazon Smile (0.5% return on purchases through Smile.Amazon)
* Scrip (2%-50% rebate on purchased gift cards)
* TAGG (Scan your receipt and earn 5% at local businesses.) Now you can also tag for
Lord’s Lambs Child Care!
** If you have questions on any program, please contact Julie Koenemann at church. **

Shop with Scrip
• Purchase gift cards through
Scrip. Every card returns rebates of
2%-50%!
• Order days are the 2nd and 4th
Sundays of every month. Order online or with a paper form, and place your payment in
the Scrip mailbox in the entryway. (Paper forms are in the kiosk.)
• A limited inventory is kept onsite that can be purchased during the week and on Sunday
mornings.
• Sign up on ShopWithScrip.com with our enrollment code of 9194FD1128994.
• You can get your Scrip even sooner when you place Reload and ScripNow® orders and
pay with PrestoPay™.

January 14 and January 28
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If you want to start raising easy money in-store, online, on-the-go, or on last-minute gifts,
simply go to https://www.shopwithscrip.com/ and enter your information and our
enrollment code 9194FD1128994 so you can join today!
Want to learn more about Scrip and how to participate? Get more information here:
https://www.shopwithscrip.com/

***Receipts Dated through December 31st ***
Hy-Vee’s CASH FOR STUDENTS program ends Sunday,
Dec. 31st.
Here's how it works: Parents, grandparents, friends, staff, and
administrators shop at any of the thirteen Omaha and
Plattsmouth Hy-Vee stores. Receipts simply need to be
collected and saved by the participating school contact person.
Please note: receipts must have a date on them to qualify for the program. Hy-Vee records
and totals the receipts collected, and donates $ 1 for every $200 spent! The maximum
award to be donated is $2,000.
Save your Family Fare receipts! We’re raising money for
Lord’s Lambs Child Care through Direct Your Dollars!
Save your receipts every time you shop at Family Fare – and
please encourage your friends and family to do the same. Once
we’ve collected $150,000 in receipts, we can turn those slips of
paper into a $1,000 check for Lord’s Lambs! Collection boxes are in the church entry and
at Lord’s Lambs Registration Desk. Please note: only original receipts are accepted.
When you shop Amazon, go through Smile.Amazon.com, and
select Lord of Life Lutheran Church Elkhorn as your charity. 0.5%
of your purchase price will be donated to the Playground Fund.

Together A Greater Good is even simpler! Whenever
you’re at a TAGG business, snap a picture with your
smartphone of your receipt and choose us. We receive 5%
of your purchases! Download the TAGG app through your
phone’s App store. You now can choose between TAGGing
for the church and/or Lord’s Lambs Child Care!
Many new local businesses were added in the last month,
including several in Lincoln. Pick up a list from the table in the entry, or check them out
at togetheragreatergood.com.
Thrivent Members: You can select to direct annual
Choice Dollars to Lord of Life, and they will be applied
to the Playground Fund.
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Building Security and Access Cards
Our security system is now active. Upper level outer doors to
the office area are open Monday through Thursday 9 am – 5 pm
and Fridays 9 am – 12:30 pm. You'll need to press the wall
button for access through the inner doors.
If you need access to the church outside of these hours,
please fill out an Access Card Acknowledgement Form, located
on the desk by the front doors, and return it to the office with
$10 to cover costs. You will receive an access card that will
open the inner and outer doors.
Your photo for your card will be taken between services by Karen Ohlmann.

WE REALLY NEED
YOUR HELP
Would you please consider serving in this
area? We especially need volunteers to
train as sound tech for our 10:30 am
worship. You are welcome to try it out and
watch before making any commitment. You
will receive personal training and plenty of practice opportunities. Please contact
Julie or a Pastor to volunteer!
Students 7th grade and older can earn hours by serving as video
techs, sound techs, greeters, and ushers, and by participating on the
worship team. Please speak to a Pastor or Julie.

Worship Team
Do you, have you, or do you know
someone who plays an instrument or sings?
We’d like to add musicians and singers to our
worship team. Please speak to Julie
Koenemann or any Rejoice! member.
Life Line Screening, a leading provider
of community-based preventive health
screenings, is pleased to offer a preventive
health event at Lord of Life Lutheran
Church on Monday, January 8, 2018. Five
screenings will be offered that scan for
potential health problems related to:
blocked arteries which is a leading cause of
stroke; abdominal aortic aneurysms which
can lead to a ruptured aorta; hardening of the arteries in the legs which is a strong predictor of
heart disease; atrial fibrillation or irregular heart beat which is closely tied to stroke risk; and a
bone density screening, for men and women, used to assess the risk of osteoporosis. Register for a
Wellness Package which includes 4 vascular tests and osteoporosis screening from $149 ($139
with our member discount). All five screenings take 60-90 minutes to complete. There are three
ways to register for this event and to receive a $10 discount off any package priced above $129,
please call toll-free 1-888-653-6441 or visit http://lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle or text
the word circle to 797979

9

Weekend to Remember
Where is your marriage today? Is it
drifting towards isolation or intentionally
moving toward oneness? You know
what “oneness” feels like — conflicts
resolve quickly, adventures happen
together, and sex is on point. It’s great.
But great marriages don’t just happen.
Greatness takes investment. And isn’t
that why you walked down the aisle –
because you longed for a great
relationship that lasts a lifetime? Find out what over 3 million couples
worldwide have experienced at FamilyLife’s Weekend to Remember. It’s
your turn to make a great marriage happen.
Weekend to Remember is a two-and-a-half day weekend getaway that
equips couples with practical tools and resources. Use the group name
LordofLifeElkhorn to save on registration! weekendtoremember.com
Omaha
4/6/2018 – 4/8/2018
Hilton Omaha
1001 Cass St
Omaha, NE 68102-1152

Lincoln
3/23/2018 – 3/25/2018
The Cornhusker, A Marriott Hotel
333 S 13th St
Lincoln, NE 68508-2538

Children’s Church Reminder
Parents, please remember that during the 10:30 service we
have Children's Church offered for families with children
between the ages of 3 to 7. Children 8 and older are asked to
stay in the sanctuary for the sermon. Questions or concerns can
be directed to Pastor Caleb. Thank you!

Sunday School Update!
We have been blessed with lots of children in Sunday School
so far this year! While we love having all these children learning
about God, we do ask that children who are coming to Sunday
School be potty-trained. Our volunteer teachers don’t have the
ability with their current class sizes to be able to take and help
children in the bathroom. If you have any questions or concerns,
please contact Pastor Caleb.
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In Gratefulness
The generosity of the members of this congregation is overwhelming. I am so thankful for
the many kind and generous gifts and acts of kindness shown throughout the year, and
especially at Christmas. It is an honor to serve you. God bless you for your thoughts and
deeds.
Julie
Thank you!
Thank you for the many Christmas cards and generous gifts that we received this
Christmas. It is a blessing to serve such a caring and loving congregation and to be
encouraged by your support, kindness, and words of encouragement.
Pastor David and Diane Linkugel
Thank you from the Kruses!
Thank you to everyone at Lord of Life for your generous gift. We are humbled by you.
Thank you for all you do for Christ’s Church and the way that you support the ministry
here. This year especially has been exciting as God has expanded His reach through us
with the addition of the Child Care Ministry. We can’t wait to see what God does through
Lord of Life this next year. It truly is my honor to serve as one of your pastors. Blessings
to all you as we head into 2018!
Pastor Caleb, Brittany, Clara, August, and Baby Kruse #3

Lord of Life’s Mission
We are reaching out with love to create new and abundant lives in Christ.
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