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From Our Pastor  

   God “is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 
according to His power that is at work within us” (Ephesians 3:20). 
   I don’t know what the disciples who gathered in the upper room on Pentecost were 
expecting to experience 50 days after Jesus’ resurrection, but it probably wasn't the 
sound of a violent wind and tongues of fire that came to rest on each of them, filling 
them with the Holy Spirit! (Acts 2:1-4) Who would have thought that extraordinary 
miracles like healing the sick and driving evil spirits out of people could happen 
through handkerchiefs that had touched Paul? (Acts 19:11-12) When Elisha took a 
walk with Elijah, he never could have imagined that he would see Elijah take a ride 
in a chariot of fire and go up to heaven in a whirlwind! (2 Kings 2:11). And that’s not 
all – the sun stood still (Joshua 10:13), the walls fell when the trumpets blew 
(Joshua 6:20), and Philip teleported (Acts 8:39) – beam me up Scottie! 
   The God who was able to do immeasurably more than the people in the Bible 
expected is the same God who is able to do immeasurably more than all that you 
and I could ever ask or imagine, including providing the financial resources to meet 
our challenge goal of $900,000. As we continue to move forward in the Connect 
campaign with the Bible studies, special emphasis in worship, and daily devotions, 
you may find yourself wondering (worrying) about whether we will meet our goal. 
You may be wondering (worrying) about whether you can contribute anything to 
this effort. It’s time to focus on who God is and what He can do through His 
power working in us, rather than looking at what we can do in our own power, 

http://app.getresponse.com/view.html?x=a62b&m=S1p7j&mc=Bm&s=NI4LC&u=SAyU&y=D&


strength, or ability. It’s not about us; it’s all about God.  
   As we pray about our financial commitment and prepare for the Celebration 
Sunday on May 11, it’s time to ask God to do immeasurably more than all that you 
and I can imagine! 

 

 

 
 

 
  

 

  

 

Envision Sundays 
April 27 and May 4 
 

   Don’t miss our Envision events 
during both worship services on 
April 27th that will include 
inspirational videos featuring 
members of our own congregation! 
We will also include another 
stewardship story to help prepare us 
for our initial commitments event. 
 

  

Initial Commitments Event  
Tuesday, April 29  

 
   The Initial Commitments event 

of fellowship, entertainment, and 
worship will be held Tuesday, April 

29 in the narthex with appetizers 
served at 6:30 pm. The event’s 

theme is "Reflections", to look 
back and acknowledge the 

blessings God has given through 
the church. The evening will 

conclude with desserts celebrating 

the announcement of our initial 
commitments.  

   

 

 

 

 



 

Commitment Celebration Event - Save the Date! 

Sunday, May 11  
 
The Commitment Celebration Committee is anticipating your attendance and 
participation in this very special Sunday, May 11, 2014, of the Connect Campaign. 
This is also Mother's Day and we welcome all special guests that may be attending 
with family - from near and far - to join in the festivities and for light refreshments 
following each service. Kara Peterson is organizing a very exciting event for the 
children of the 
congregation following both the 8:00 and 10:30 services where they will "launch" their 
prayers for the community as part of their commitment to Lord of Life through 
Ministry, Discipleship, Legacy, Stewardship and Growth. 
 
We pray that members of all ages -- our mature mentors and leaders, our families, 
our energetic teens and young adults, as well as our LOL children will open their 
minds, hands and hearts to the needs of the greater Lord of Life community in and 
around Elkhorn. COME! JOIN Us! in this special and Blessed Commitment 
Celebration. 

 

 

  

 

   

 

 

 

Our Stewardship Story 

 
About 5 or 6 years ago my husband John was working 
for a small energy company. There was a dispute with a 
contract that resulted in the company being unable to 
make payroll. When John came home and told me he 
may not be getting a paycheck for a few months, I 
started to worry. We had just moved into a bigger house 
with a bigger payment, we had one son in college and 



another son who needed money for prom. I was working but John was the major 
breadwinner. I started looking at where we could cut back. Not eating out was an 
easy decision, but when I looked at our giving to church, I was hesitant. We could 
stop giving or give less at least until John starting getting paid again. As I prayed 
about what to do I kept coming back to the following verse. In Malachi 3:10, the Lord 
says: “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my 
house. Test me in this” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the 
floodgate of heaven and pour out such blessing that you will not have room enough 
for it.” In other words, God challenges us to out give Him. We made the decision to 
continue our normal giving to church.  
 
John went 10 months without a paycheck. We had to rely on our savings to make 
ends meet. When the dispute was settled, not only did John begin receiving his 
normal paycheck again, but God provided us with more resources than we could 
have imagined. We are firm believers that God will provide. His first paycheck came 
December 15 – just in time for Christmas. 
 
Each year we increase the amount we give and God has continued to bless us. As 
we pray about our commitment to this campaign I feel God pushing us again with 
His word to “test Him in this”. Together we can do great things. It isn’t just about a 
building; it’s about being able to offer programs to connect the community to Christ, 
to share His love and message of forgiveness and eternal life. 
 
Tracy & John Cox 
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What is God Calling You to Do? 
 

God takes our gifts and will help us connect the community to Christ. 
 
Please give prayerful consideration to your family’s level of monthly giving for the next three years. Our 
stewardship goal of $900,000 will be reached if all families of Lord of Life work together. 
 
This chart is simply provided to assist you in planning your stewardship commitment. Please pray about what 
your weekly or monthly offering will be to help our church connect this growing community to Christ. And then 
make a commitment to give as part of our Connect campaign. 

 



 

 

We are being invited to take a “faith journey”, and that means being asked to: 

 Step out in faith 
 Engage God in prayer 
 Discover your 3-year sacrificial gift 

One way to do this is to take a “talk journey”. Start by picking a number on the chart. This is your 
starting point on the journey, not the destination. Then begin your journey by ‘doing’ 3 talks 
several times a day until Commitment Sunday on May 11th.  
These 3 talks are: 
 
• Self-Talk – “I can give $_____ and am comfortable with that. But I don’t want to just be 
comfortable, so I aim to give $_____.”(Repeat this new figure often to set it in mind.) 
• God-Talk – “God, You know the amount I am aiming for is $_____. If this will be pleasing to 
You, show me the way and give me peace.” (Pray earnestly and daily for His presence in your 
journey.) 
• Other-Talk – (to a close, trusted spouse, sibling, or friend) “The amount I am praying to give 
right now is $_____.” 

If you get comfortable with the aim-to-give figure, set a new higher amount and repeat the 
process. When you have “wrestled with God” and are at a figure where you can find no peace 
and maybe even feel ill at ease, then go back to the previous number. This may be the final 
amount in your journey with the Spirit ! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Daily Impact 

 Make a latte at home just once a week and you 
can save a $716 over 3 years! 

 Bring your lunch to work and save up to $35/week, 
which is $5,460 over 3 years! 

 Have movie night in, and save at least $30 each 
time! One movie a month equals $1,080 over 3 
years! 

 

 
 

    

 

 



 

 

Connecting With God 

 
Prayer Requests / Praises 
Don’t forget to stop by the cross in the Narthex and post your 
prayer request. Take a look at the answered prayers already 
in the basket. God does wonderful things through prayer! 
 
Connect Devotions 
Are you keeping up with the devotions Pastor mailed out? I 
encourage you to read the message offered each day as you 
consider your gift to this campaign. They are available on the 
church’s website – www.lordoflifeelkhorn.org. We hope it will 
help you to spend time daily with God as you pray for our 
church, the community, this campaign, and your commitment. 

 

 

Calling All Children and Youth! 

 
Have you been thinking of what you are going to 
contribute to this campaign? We’re all being 
asked be involved – no matter your age. 
You might be young, but God wants us to be 
examples for all people in using our gifts, 
treasures, and time for His church. We can be 
examples to our friends and others around us so 

they know we are a friend of Jesus. Take a few minutes of your daily prayer time 
and ask God to help show what you can do for our Connect campaign. 
You can do amazing things with God’s help and trusting in Him. Here’s some ideas 
our Lord of Life kids and youth came up with. You could pick a few ideas and do 
them for the entire 3 years of the campaign, or another idea is to try different ones 
every month. 

To Give a Gift To Jesus  

Children’s Idea List 

 Pray for givers to be generous 
 Save your loose change and tithe your allowance 
 Give all or some of your birthday or Christmas money 
 Give up a soda a day 
 Shovel snow 

http://app.getresponse.com/click.html?x=a62b&lc=zP6N4&mc=Bm&s=NI4LC&u=SAyU&y=R&


 Wash parents or neighbor’s car and give the money 

Teen Idea List 

 Instead of a Friday night movie or other paid activity, skip the expensive 
activity and do something ‘free’ or ‘lower cost’ and give that money to the 
building campaign.  

 Give up a Scooters or Fast Food or Snack run.  
 Actively pray for the legacy of faith that is passed on in our church.  
 Give up a soda a day 
 Give a month’s worth of what I spend on iTunes 
 Every third babysitting job – give wages  
 Recycle aluminum 
 Shovel snow 
 Wash parents or neighbor’s car and give the money 
 Go without a hamburger. 
 Tithe a part-time job’s wage 

 

 

 

 

  

 

    

 

 



 

Leadership Team  

Pastor David Linkugel 
Wayne Smith 
Campaign Director 
Tracy Cox  
Campaign Coordinator 
Julie Koenemann 
Communication Director 
Onida Britton 
Prayer Director 
Joyce Black 
Awareness Director 
Katy Cheatle  
EnVision Sundays Director  
Edith Hummel 
RSVP Director 
Susan Lynch 
Initial Commitments Director 
John Cox 
Impact Gifts Director 
Sue Kleider 
Commitment Celebration 
Jay Lynch 
Follow Up Director 
Kara Petersen 
Youth & Children’s Emphasis  
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