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From Our Pastor 

 

   Take this quiz.  

1. Name the ten wealthiest men in the world.   
2. Name the last ten Heisman trophy winners.   
3. Name ten people who’ve won the Nobel prize.   
4. Name the last ten Academy Award winners for 

Best Picture.   
5. Name the last ten World Series winners.  

   How’d you do? I didn’t do well either. It’s surprising 
how quickly we forget, isn’t it? These are no second-
rate achievements. These are the best in their fields. 
    
   Here’s another quiz.  

1. Think of three people you enjoy spending time with.   

 



2 
 

 

  

2. Name ten people who’ve taught you something worthwhile.   
3. Name five friends who’ve helped you in a difficult time.   
4. List a few teachers who aided your journey through school.  

That’s a lot easier, isn’t it? 

   The lesson is that the people who make a difference are not the ones with the 
most credentials, but the ones with the most concern. Our capital campaign is 
titled “Connect: Connecting the Community through Christ”, a reminder that we 
want to make a difference in our community and the only way we can do that is by 
first being individually connected to Christ through faith. This personal connection 
with Christ moves us into a connection with other believers – the church. This 
connection moves us into the community to make a difference and connect with 
the lives of people and connect their lives to Jesus Christ.  
 
   Our names may never show up on the list of people who have won the Nobel 
prize, Heisman trophy, or Academy Award, but what an awesome reward it will be 
if our name shows up on someone’s list as a person who helped an individual 
have an eternal connection with Christ! 

Pastor David Linkugel 
 

 
 

 

 

Prayer Team 

 

   From the beginning of the Immeasurably 
More campaign to its successful 
conclusion, nothing is as important as 
prayer. Prayer is more than an aspect of a 
campaign. In some ways, it is the 
campaign.  
   We have many ways we will be involving 
the congregation in praying for the 
Connection of our fellow Christians, their 
needs, the church's needs, and for the 
Campaign. You will be seeing Prayer Commitment Cards, Prayer Request 
Forms, a Prayer Walk, and other activities for all ages. Discerning God's 
direction is key to the success of our campaign.  
 
Onida Britton 
Prayer Director  
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Campaign Case Statement  

 

   According to information provided by MissionInsite, in the year 2000 
the population in the three mile radius around Lord of Life was 11,741. 
This grew to 23,951 in 2010; 27,327 in 2013; and is expected to grow to 
33,533 by 2018! There are 2,035 children age 0 to 4 in this area, and 
this number is expected to grow to 2,270 by the year 2023. The mission 
field surrounds us. In the area bounded by Maple Street south to Q 
Street, and the Elkhorn River east to 168th Street, 53% of people are 
not active in a religious congregation and 17.4% said they had never 
been invited. We are in a growing community with young families. 
This year, Elkhorn Public Schools opened up two elementary schools, 
bringing the total to 9, and the fourth middle school will open this fall. 
   As we considered the demographics of our community, DCE Scotte 
Hansen, Director of Kidnect Kids Ministries at Beautiful Savior Lutheran 
Church in LaVista, provided a feasibility study for childcare ministry at 
Lord of Life. The feasibility study recommended that Lord of Life operate 
a childcare ministry to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ with the young 
children and their parents. We have a tremendous opportunity to 
serve the community and meet the needs of young families by 
providing Christian daycare. This will also provide more space on 
Sundays for our education ministry. 
   Our original building was completed in 1982. Fifteen years later, in 
1997, we added the sanctuary, narthex, and two offices. We have run 
out of space for education. What a great challenge to have! One adult 
Bible study on Sunday mornings meets in the narthex because no other 
space is available. It’s less than ideal to conduct class in a gathering 
area while competing with the conversations that are happening among 
worshipers who are exiting or entering.  
   To meet this challenge, we contracted with BVH Architects to design a 
master plan for the congregation. Their master plan is on display in the 
narthex and on the church website. 
   The estimated cost for the education and administrative space is $1.8 
million. The cost for increasing the size of the sanctuary is $1.3 million. 
This is a big vision, but we have a big God Who can do immeasurably 
more than we could ever imagine or desire. 
   Imagine the joy of seeing young children learn about Jesus’ love 
while providing a safe place for families to have their children cared for 
while the parents are at work. Our mission is “Reaching out with love to 

https://webmail.elknetne.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=6705a0b7dd904da1a5042ff13f0250fc&URL=http%3a%2f%2fapp.getresponse.com%2fclick.html%3fx%3da62b%26lc%3dSP7JO%26mc%3dBZ%26s%3dNI4LC%26u%3dSAyU%26y%3d8%26
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create new and abundant lives in Christ”. A daycare ministry to the 
community is an excellent opportunity for us to reach out to the 
families in our community and share the love of Jesus. We want to 
Connect the Community through Christ. 

 

 
 
 

 

Meet Our LCEF Consultant  

 

Rev. Dr. John Sproul 

Regional Vice President, CFS 
 
 John serves as Regional Vice President and 
Consultant for Capital Funding Services, a ministry of 
Lutheran Church Extension Fund. In this role, he 
guides congregations seeking to achieve the vision 
God has for them. 
John’s heritage was shaped by generations of family 
who served as Lutheran pastors, educators and 
musicians. In each of his calls to four congregations 
— ranging from a new, contemporary mission 
congregation to a mid-sized traditional church to two 

mega-churches — his passion for stewardship has been formed and expressed 
by our precious Lutheran emphasis on grace; that our generosity is to be 
empowered and inspired by the Gospel of our Savior. 
   His creativity is expressed in his love for writing, designing, and implementing 
worship and special events, during which people are inspired to respond 
generously to the future God has for a congregation or institution. During his 25 
years in the ministry, he has worked with over three dozen congregations around 
the country, causing heritage to converge with creativity in their capital 
campaigns, vision seminars, and worship workshops. 
   John is a graduate of Concordia University, Ann Arbor, Michigan; Concordia 
Theological Seminary, St. Catharines, Ontario, and earned a doctorate of ministry 
degree from Northern Baptist Seminary, Lombard, Illinois, having studied 
Christian worship under the late Dr. Robert Webber. 
   John resides in St. Louis, Missouri. 
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Campaign Event Dates  

 

March 2 - Imagine Sunday 

   Leadership Team Commissioned 

March 23 - Awareness Sunday 

   Why is the vision worthy of sacrificial 
support?    

   Pastor Sproul preaches 

March 30 - More Sunday 

   Prayer Event 

April 6, 13, 27 - Inspire Sundays 
   Through worship and Bible study, we inspire one another to action 

April 29 - Initial Commitments Event 

   An opportunity for congregational leaders to make their commitments to the campaign 

May 4,11 - Envision Sundays 

   A dramatic renewal of clarity and dedication to the vision God has for the congregation 

May 18 - Commitment Celebration Sunday 

  Celebrating our commitments to the future God holds out to the congregation 

June 1 - Commitment Dedication Sunday  

   Campaign results announced 
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