Pastor’s Corner

On November 27 a new
church year begins with the
i Advent season. The word
“advent” is from the Latin

@ word for “coming,” and
g% describes the “coming” of

@ our Lord Jesus Christ. After
Advent comes Christmas,
which is about His birth;

¥ then comes Epiphany,

R about His miracles and
ministry; then comes Lent,
about His Calvary-bound
mission; then comes Easter,
about His resurrection and
the sending of the apostles;
and then comes Ascension
(40 days after Easter) and
Pentecost (50 days after
Easter), with the sending of
the Holy Spirit. The first
half of the church year
(approximately December
through June) highlights
the life of Christ. The se-
cond half (approximately
June through November)
highlights the teachings of
Christ.

Advent specifically fo-
cuses on Christ’s
“coming,” and Christ’s
coming manifests itself

Christ’s coming in the
past focus on the Old Tes-
tament prophecies of His
incarnation at Bethlehem.
The readings that high-
light Christ’s coming in
the future focus on His
“second coming” on the
Last Day at the end of
time. And the readings
that highlight Christ’s
coming in the present fo-
cus on His ministry
among us through Word
and Sacrament today.
The traditional use of
Advent candles (usually
in a wreath) originated in
Germany prior to the
Reformation. Usually
there are three purple can-
dles and one pink candle.
The purple candles match
the purple paraments on
the altar (purple for the
royalty of the coming
King) and also call to
mind the need to repent of
our sin and prepare our
hearts for the coming of
our Savior. The pink can-
dle is the third candle to
be lit (not the fourth) on

in Advent emphasize re-
joicing. A pink candle is
used to signify joy rather
than a purple candle that
signifies repentance. The
white “Christ candle” in
the middle of the Advent
wreath is lit during the 12
days of Christmas
(December 25 to January
5). Many churches today
use four blue candles and
blue paraments during Ad-
vent.

The concept of giving
each Advent candle a
name, i.e., Prophecy, Beth-
lehem, Shepherd and An-
gel, etc., is a relatively
new phenomenon and
probably originates with
entrepreneurial publishers
and Christian book stores
seeking to sell Advent can-
dles and devotional book-
lets.

So although you’ve
been hearing Christmas
carols since November 1,
use the Advent season to
prepare for your Lord who
has come, who comes to
you daily, and who is com-

among us in three ways — the Third Sunday in Ad- ing again.
past, present, and future. vent. The Scripture read- Pastor David Linkugel
The readings that highlight  ings on the Third Sunday
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Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship Services

We will have two Christmas Eve
Candlelight Worship Services. The
5:30 worship will be accompanied
by Rejoice! and have traditional
Christmas carols blended with con-
temporary Christmas songs. The
7:30 worship will be accompanied
by the organ. Favorite Christmas
hymns and carols will be sung.
Both services will focus on the
Christmas Gospel from Luke 2.

Christmas Day Worship Service

There is one worship service at 9:30 a.m. on
Sunday, December 25. There are no Bible studies
or Sunday school classes on December 25.

Christian Outreach Program of Elkhorn
(COPE) Wish List

Beds (queen, full, or twin), linen sets, dish sets, new
packages of socks and underwear, winter coats, hats,
mittens, and scarves. You can take your donations to
the COPE office at 3434 N 204" Street in Elkhorn. The
office is in the lower level of Community of Grace
Church.

December Anniversaries
1 Jeff and Margaret Dyke

2
8

Jerry and Sharyn Bauerkemper

Craig and Kathleen Perrien

John Ishmiel

Joyce Gierke, Loren McKown
Margie Heller, Karen Ohlmann
David Schauer

Bret Lange, Jean Netsch

. © o
D ecemb er Blrthdays B]]'thdays , 16 Angie Moore, Cheselle Taber
, CrSarleS 19  Hannah Elliot

2 Alice Weander

) i 23 Kaden Wegner
4 Thomas Arington, Hannah Arington

i ) 28 Ellyse Cheatle, Joe Blodgett, Nick Blodgett
5 Amanda Dinapoli

30 Kathi Rubeck
7 Mark Haake
. 31 Macey Morgan

8 Lance Koenig

Savior of the Nations, Come

Advent Midweek Worship Series

Our Advent Midweek Worship series is based on Isaiah
40:1-11, unpacking the prophet’s profound Advent themes of
comfort, hope, and expectation. Advent Midweek worship
services are on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m.

November 30: Advent 1 (Isaiah 40:1-2) —

“Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”

December 7: Advent 2 (Isaiah 40:3-5) —

“Prepare the Royal Highway”

December 14: Advent 3 (Isaiah 40:6-8) —

“0O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

December 21: Advent 4 (Isaiah 40:9) —

“Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”

T
SAVIOR

OF THE NATIONS COME

Isaiah 40:1-11

A
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Bible Study at the Old Country Buffet

We meet on Fridays in the south room at the Old Country Buffet, 14525 West Center Road. We
gather at 12 noon for lunch and have our Bible study from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. Pastor leads this

study. You're invited to join us as we study the Old Testament book of Daniel.

“Pray For One Another”

Each Sunday, the worship

bulletin lists members of Lord of

Life who are celebrating
birthdays and wedding anniver-
saries, five church families, and
prayer requests. You can use

these in your personal devotions

during the week.

Please email Frances at Secre-

taryLoL@aol.com or call the
church office 402-289-3437
before Thursday to have your
prayer request printed in the
bulletin. We also ask for

additional prayer requests during

our worship.

T

Joseph is a man appointed by
God to do extraordinary things.
This four-part video-based Bible
study examines the fascinating

Installation and Leadership

Planning Meeting
Mark your calendars. Newly
elected officers and board members
will be installed on Sunday, Janu-
ary 8 at either the 8:00 or the 10:30
worship service. The leadership

planning meeting for all church of-
ficers and board members will be
on Saturday, January 7 from 9:00
a.m. to noon. Each board will set
goals and plan for the year.

LIFELINES

: life and times of this

™ low that your betrothed
L /s with child—and by the
Holy Spirit no less. But
that would be only the first of
many things Joseph would have
to deal with. Beyond that bomb-
shell, there was the inconvenient

Officers and

Board Members
As you serve as a con-
gregational leader,
commit yourself to:
1) Be faithful in wor-
ship.

2) Be involved in a
Bible study

3) Be a good steward
of your time, tal-
ents, and treasure

4) Serve faithfully

Joseph: Carpenter of Steel

trek to Bethlehem with the preg-
nant Mary to fulfill the census, find-
ing a suitable place for the baby to
be born, later trekking down to
Egypt to escape Herod’s homicidal
directive and, finally, the no-little
matter of raising the Son of God!

Join Pastor’s Bible study in the fel-
lowship hall on Sunday mornings at
9:15 for “Joseph: Carpenter of
Steel.” We’ll begin this study on
December 4.

Thank You

“Well done, good and faithful servant.” Thank
you to everyone who served so faithfully during
the past year as church officers, board members,
Sunday School teachers, Vacation Bible School
teachers and helpers, and volunteers in many other
ministries at Lord of Life. Your gifts and your ser-
vice of love are always appreciated even though
you’re not often publicly commended for it.
Thank you to everyone who served in official and
unofficial capacities to enable Lord of Life Lu-
theran Church to reach out with love to create new
and abundant lives in Christ.
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Opportunities to Serve

Ushers - Women, men, and teens are welcome to
serve as ushers for both 8:00 and 10:30 worship ser-
vices. Please contact Frances or Pastor Linkugel to vol-
unteer.

Greeters - Husbands and wives, parent and child,
friends, singles, and entire families are invited to serve
as greeters for worship. Please contact Frances or Pas-
tor Linkugel to volunteer.

Altar Service - Men and women can care for our
Lord’s altar and set up/clean for the Lord’s Sup-
per. Please contact Pastor Linkugel or Frances.

Offering Counters - Teams of 2 are needed every Sun-
day to count our tithes and offerings. Please contact
Frances Riege or Pastor Linkugel to volunteer.

Please pray over this list of the many opportunities to serve on Sunday mornings at Lord of Life, then con-
tact us to put your gifts to use. Training will be provided in all areas.

Acolytes- Boys and girls, who are in second grade and
above. Please contact Frances to volunteer.

Children’s Church / Sunday School — This is your spot
if you love working with children. Teachers and substi-
tutes are needed for the 9:15am Education Hour. Chil-
dren’s Church helpers assist Nicole during the 10:30
worship. Please contact our DCE, Nicole Tubandt, to
volunteer.

Worship Team / Choir - If you play an instrument,
and/or love to sing praises to our Lord, please contact
our Music Director, Julie.

Sound Techs - Volunteers are needed for both wor-

ship times. We will make sure you are fully trained
and confident before going solo. If you are at least
high school age, please contact Jay Lynch, Julie, or
Pastor to get involved!

spring.

Thanks,

]

My goal is to raise $2,000 this winter so construction can begin in the

I would appreciate your financial support toward the park shelter. Please
have the donations made out to Lord of Life and
designate on the memo line Eagle Scout Project.

Jeremy Riege, Troop 91

< Food Baskets - It’s time to start plan-
= ning for the families in the Elkhorn
: -; area who may be in need of a Food

: Basket. If you know a family who
* could use a food basket, please contact
_ Pastor. The Food Basket project is
sponsored by the Western Douglas
County Chamber of Commerce with

I am currently a Life Scout in troop 91 and fund raising for my
Eagle Scout Project.

My project is building a 12 x 20 foot picnic shelter on the lower level of the
church. The shelter can be used for VBS, youth group meetings, and a place where
people can eat at and watch their kid(s) play at the playground.

the support of the local churches, or-
ganizations, and individuals. There is
a need for food and cash donations
and volunteers to help sort, pack, and
deliver the Food Baskets on December
16" and 17™, starting at 9am both days
at Bethany Lutheran Church.

LIFELINES
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T ELEEE RN

Serving Us Toda

. 8:00 Elder: .
T EE T
Marlyn Netsch 12/4 10:30 Elder: Mark Montz 12/4
Del Wachsmann . Jerry Ohlmann = |Kent Nelson
_ I Altar Service: * | Jason Shaneyfelt 12/11

John Hornig 2 | Kim Drilling | [Ryan cox

Alan Leimer I Joni Brunssen .|

Steve Kroymann 12/18] . Fellowship: . |Rick Tubandt 12/18
Stacey Elliot Jean Netsch I Steve Black

Wayne Smith 9:30 a.m. I Bobbi Wegner Wayne Smith 9:30 a.m.
Tim Weander 12/25 | e e c e = s = o |Tim Weander 12/25

MUSIC

8:00 Janet Macklem 12/4
ACOLYTES 8:00 10:30 Rejoice! ACOLYTES 10:30
8:00 Joyce Gierke 12/11
Bret Lange 12/4 10:30 Rejoice! Jayden Howe 12/4
Nathan Kurz 12/11 . Kaden Wegner 12/11
_ 8:00 Margie Heller 12/18
Connor Elliot 12/18] [10:30 Rejoice! David Kleider 12/18
Connor Frank 12/25( ]9:30 Janet Macklem 12/25| |Connor Frank 12/25
9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m.

GREETERS 10:30

GREETERS 8:00 COUNT

12/4 Kim and Char OFFERING 12/4  Jay and Susie
Hanson Lynch

) 12/4 Cheatle

12/11, 12/18 Loren and Connie 12/11, 12/18 Rick Shaneyfelt

McKown 12/11 Black and Sue Kleider
) . 12/18 Montz

12/25 Tim and Alice 1/1/2012 John and Tracy

9:30 a.m. Weander 12/25 Macklem 9:30 a.m. Cox

November
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b Sunday, November 20t -Sunday, December 11t at 9:15 a.m.

Hi gh School Youth wildl be explori
God. This series explores the fol
[ 1 things Happend, oldentityo and
Javic
Nasser, & Edge & Impact

Christmas Shopping
for Nebraska Children's Home
& Christmas Party
December 11th from 1-5 p.m.
Adult helpers & drivers are needed!!!

David Crowder, &
' 4 Chris Tomlin

-
. v
L | _— L | I L | I L | I L | I L | I 1

Edge & Impact |
Laser Tag
Friday, January 27
from 7-11:30 pm
The cost is $10 per person. All participants I
| per p P P
must have a signed waiver! We will meet at Lord |
Iof Life at 7:00 p.m. and be back to Lord of Life |

| by 11:30 p.m. Contact Kim Drilling for more
Ilnforma’rion.

Tag. We'reit.

|
|
|
! e
Junior High Youth
Omaha Youth Quake

April 13-15, 2012

Omaha Marriot / Cost is $100
Looking for 1 Junior Guide!
Non-Refundable deposit of $50
due Feb. 5. Please turn it in to

Kim Drilling.

Collecting Items for the Mission Station
of the Christmas Celebration

Please bring these items to church or make cash donation by Sunday, December 11th. The
coll ection bin next to oO0Christmas Cel ebpra
10GToothbrushes, 10favel Size ToothpastesBad® of Soap, I0@vel size Shampoos|iD0
Balms, 10@/ashclothes and a@afAdy Canes.

Advent Dinners

Wednesdays, December 7, 14, 21 from 5:30 p.m.-7:00 p.m. High School Youth
are serving and cleaning up after each meal. Everyone is invited. Freewill offer-

<-.. 2 ing. Please sign up by the Fellowship Hall.

LIFELINES Page 7



Christmas Celebration
Sunday, December 18 ® from 3:45 -7:30 p.m.

The Board of Education would like to invite the entire congregation, friends, and family to
the "Christmas Celebration” an afternoon of Christmas Festivities for all ages.

3:45-5:00 p.m. Stations
Parents, children, and friends will rotate through 4 stations. (Similar to a VBS rotation.) Each
Station is a different Christmas Object that helps remind us of Christ's birth. The four stations
areas are craft, snack, story, & mission project. These are all hands on activities.

5-5:30 p.m. The Christmas Story
The Christmas Story is a time for all ages to join together in the Sanctuary for the telling of
the Christmas Story from Luke 2. During this time, the Christmas story will unfold before your
eyes, just as it took place 2,000 years ago. Traditional Christmas songs will be sung.

5:30-6:30 p.m. Christmas Caroling
Bundle up the family and load up on the wagon for some good ole fashion Christmas caroling. We
plan on making stops in the local neighborhoods to bring the joy of Christmas to our neighbors.

6:30-7:30 p.m. Soup Supper
The Christmas Celebration concludes with a buffet style soup supper for everyone to enjoy af-
ter a full afternoon of festivities. Board of Fellowship will be providing chili and chicken noodle
soup for everyone to enjoy!!
Please bring a dozen of your favorite cookies to share with everyonel

Please check display in entry for updates!

Missionary Sharon Owens

Sharon serves the Lord in
is to provide $10,000 for her support. This support comes
from the Sunday offerings that are marked for missions. We
have fulfilled our obligation for 2011 and will begin collect-
ing for 2012.

Page 8
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Scrip Program

The Christmas shopping season is definitely upon us. And gift
-giving with Scrip Is the easiest Christmas shopping ever. If
youdbre | ooking for a s paieginbtiorrourmy
list, please contact Julie. Hundreds of national merchants par- :
ticipate, but only Omaha area retailers have been included on
our order form.

Bk

“l Keep Forgetting to Preorder. What Scrip Do You Have on Hand”?”
Just for the holidays, we have pre-ordered Scrip for you, and can be purchased on Sunday morn-
ings or in the church offer during the week. Some of the cards available on site are Target, Walmart,
Kohls, Menards, Bath & Body Works, Best Buy, Cabela’s, Old Navy; Applebee’s, Old Country Buf-
fet, Burger King, Subway, Taco Bell; Marcus Theaters, & iTunes.

“l Prefer to Support Local Merchants”
More than 54 merchants on the Scrip list are within 5 miles of our church! These are just some:
Elkhorn: 76/Phillips 66 Gas...Ace Hardware...Arby’s...Burger King...Great Clips...Menards...No
Frills...Pro Cuts...Subway...Walgreens
Village Pointe: American Eagle Outfitters...Banana Republic...Bath & Body Works...Bed Bath &
Beyond ...Best Buy...Burger King...Subway...Claire’s...Cold Stone Creamery...Finish Line...
GameStop...Gap...Harry & David...J. Crew...J. Jill...Marcus Theatres...Mimi’'s Café...Old Navy...
Paradise Bakery...Pier 1 Imports...Sephora...Talbots
Center Street — 168" Street & west: Applebee’s...Arby’s...Burger King...Chipotle...Domino’s Piz-
za...Game Stop...Gordman’s...Hallmark...Honey Baked...Lowes...Omaha Steaks...Panera
Bread...Payless Shoes...Radio Shack...Sally Beauty Supply...Starbucks...Subway...Supercuts...
Taco Bell...Target...Walgreens...Walmart

“What is Scrip? “
Scrip is a funny name for gift cards — the same gift cards you purchase at stores or from those huge
displays at grocers and drug stores. The difference? When you order and purchase these same
cards through church, the church earns funds! So it's fundraising while you shop!

“How Does This Help Lord of Life Church?”
Since we started the program in May, profits have reached over $450, which allowed us to pur-

chase music stand lights for our worship team, and also to pre-purchase cards for on-site sales.

December Order Dates

I*" and 2nd Sundays
Sunday, Dec 4 1"
Sunday, Dec 11 ™

-

)

_t Great Lakes Scrip Center

LIFELINES Page 9



Why God’s Word Cautions us about Debt

We need
freedom
from debt.

Because debt creates bondage
to the world and prevents us from
allowing God to act freely in our
lives, God cautions us from using
debt.

Reverend Bill Hybels in his
“Achieving Financial Freedom”
audiotapes discusses reasons that God says “no” to
debt:

Debt obligates a person to earnings pres-
sures. Debt requires us to earn more mon-
ey and to earn it constantly. Working two
or three jobs just to pay off debt is not the
way to live.

Debt enslaves a person to a creditor
(Proverbs 22:7). Every time we take on
debt, we give up some of our freedom to a
creditor. When the creditor says, “Jump,”
we say, “How high?”

Debt undermines joy. It is difficult to enjoy
a weekend away or a dinner out when we
are deep in debt, because money spent for
those activities is money not spent on pay-
ing off credit card debt, which prolongs the
problem.

Debt erodes giving opportunities.
gives us the ability and the desire to help
others. The lack of money makes it difficult
to respond to God’s gracious prompting.
Debt imperils a Christian witness. Our wit-

. En\le\O es
2012 Offer™™ K up by

able for pic

God '

ness can be impeded in two ways. First of
all, we can be less effective in our evange-
lism when we face daily tension and anxie-
ty over debt. Second, our witness to others
suffers when they see or hear about our
financial difficulty.

Debt can exacerbate character problems.
Experiencing a problem with debt may re-
veal character weaknesses such as impa-
tience, discontentment, a lack of self-
discipline and even failure to trust in the
Lord’s provisions.

Before you use your credit cards, you should be
slow, deliberate, and cautious. Prior to taking on debt,
it is advisable to ask yourself some basic questions,
such as the following:

e Have | prayed about borrowing?
e If I borrow, will I get something of enough
value that it’s worth the added obligation?
Will the asset purchased appreciate in val-
ue?
e  Will the taking on of debt allow me to give,
save, and maintain my lifestyle?
msfsary o ® Have | considered giving up
% & - expensive activities and/or liqui-
) dating valuable possessions?
Q%E’,- e Does the borrowing fit my
= budget?
e Will the borrowing cause any
tension or anxiety in my family?

Lord of Life
Lutheran Church

il be a\la“ ic a
Ny ¢ doors. This year there 1S " YTD October 2011
"% d envelope every me"
puilding fun convenience- Budget Actual
ou to use at your make
fc:f Yse use these envelopes ‘othe Income $242,530.00 $218,945.00
Plea Rt to
additional cor\tt‘|but\cc>l“'5 Expense $242,136.00 | $233,943.00
iding fund.
building Net $394.00 | ($14,998.00)
Page 10 LIFELINES
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Cans and Christmas

Cans and Christmas are not an ob-
vious combination until you build a
tree out of them! We will build a tree
using beans, peas and spinach as the
branches and pears, peaches and to-
matoes as the ornaments. The food
will be given to the food bank. Watch
the sales and buy the cans for the
tree!

letin.

Your Name:

> > > W B> B> W > > B> B> > B> B> B>

OOy

'k{“ 3 325

¢

=

FEFFFFFFTEFFFEEEEEEE]

B e

Lifesong Christmas Choir continues its

‘*:: rehearsals on Sundays 12/4 and 12/11. As
¢ an added practice opportunity, we will

o

“: also rehearse at 6:30pm, prior to every Ad-

« vent midweek worship.
eﬁ
%

E: Lifesong Christmas Choir

¢ New Opportunity to Serve
uj; With the upcoming installation of our
ﬁ:a video system, we will soon be in need of
é’? volunteers to run the presentation pro-
gram d something as simple as hitting the
space bar on the computer keyboard. If
nj; this is something you would be willing to
;‘ help with, please speak to Pastor, Julie, or
¢« any Elder.

é‘»‘? Guitarists Needed

i We are seeking both a guitar and a
¢ bass player for our 10:30 worship. Com-
:}« mitment includes rehearsals on Tuesdays
¢ at 7:20pm and Sunday mornings starting
ﬁ:{a at 9:50am. Please speak to Julie or any

i« Rejoice! member for more information.
N

%%%Q Pt e et

P et el b et et % 35 AR R g . 3 35 25 SR S 3
A A AN A O L A A A A A A A ﬁ“ﬁ (AR AR AR AR AR AR AR AR AR

You are 1nV1ted to purchase a Poinsettia plant to decorate our altar.
If you wish to dedicate your poinsettia to the memory or honor of a loved
one, please include your dedication on this slip, so we can include it in the bul-

You may take your plant(s) home anytime after the Christmas Eve service.
Please make checks payable to Lord of Life. Write Poinsettias on memo
line. Attach this slip to your check.

Number of plants:

Dedication: (please print clearly):

@ $7.00 each. Check total:

(Rt}

#& ﬁi} #ﬁ #@ #@ #@ #& ﬁi} ﬁi} #ﬁ #@ #@ #& ﬁi} ﬁi} ﬁi} #ﬁ #@ #@ #& ﬁi} ﬁi} ﬁi} #ﬁ #@ #@ #& ﬁi} ﬁi} ﬁi} #ﬁ #@ #@ #& ﬁi} ﬁi} #ﬁ#
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Lord of Life’s Mission Statement

John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that
whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.”

Guided by the Holy Spirit, Lord of Life’s mission is to demonstrate God’s love for us, in
order to bring all people to Christ through the Word and Sacraments.

Coins for Christ

The coins placed in the offering plate are sent to as-
sist Seth Davidson, a former member of Lord of Life,
as he prepares for the pastoral ministry at Concordia
Seminary in St. Louis. Seth is in his fourth and final
year of classes. If you'd like an envelope for your
coins or to give a larger gift, pick one up from the in-
formation kiosk in the narthex.

Sarah, Amelia, and Seth Davidson




